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Kyle Rairdon
Entertainment Editor

On Tuesday, August 5th there was a break-in at El 
Camino’s metal 
tech lab, room 
S-9. The alarms 
sounded but first 
responders could 
not arrive before it 
was too late; fab-
ricators, masks, 
grinders, welders, 
and other costly 
m e t a l - w o r k i n g 
tools were stolen 
from the school. El 
Camino’s original 
EPI--Eagle Poly-
technic Institute-
-program and its 
flourishing Indus-
trial Arts Program 
are both dependent 
on the one-of-a 
-kind, high-tech metal lab which teaches students appli-
cable skill sets and sets the program apart from any other 
in the district. 

When asked about the damages, metal tech educator 
Mr. Tompkins said that “around twenty thousand dollars” 
worth of equipment was stolen. With the lack of materi-
als and machinery, metal and tech classes at El Camino 
would have to be compromised, making this unique and 
scarce type of education offered to the Eagles much less 
effective. 

On August 26th at 4 p.m., TRICO Welding, STING 
Alarm, Victor Technologies, Tweco, and Lincoln Electric 

all presented an approximated seventeen thousand dollars’ 
worth of metal equipment and materials in replacement of 
the burglared devices and provisions. This generous and 
plentiful donation was spearheaded by TRICO Welding’s 

Pat McCulley 
and 101.5 KHITS 
and The KHITS 
Garage with Lou 
Gallagher. When 
asked about the 
impact these indi-
viduals had on the 
program, Tomp-
kins stated that “He 
[Pat] orchestrated 
the whole thing”. 

The compa-
nies carried out all 

of this free of 
charge and have 
made a signifi-
cant impact on 
the education of 
modern day and 

future EPI students 
and ultimately creating educated and skilled artisans for 
the future. McCulley told of the events leading up to the 
large donation by saying “We called on our manufacturers 
(Lincoln Electric, Tweco, Victor Technologies) and they 
didn’t hesitate to step forward and make this happen.”  

The presentation was covered by a local news station; 
in front of the camera radio, DJ Lou Gallagher spoke of his 
time at El Camino, saying that both he and Ed Sherry of 
STING Alarm are both EC alums. Gallagher spoke poeti-
cally when he said, “Good things should be done for good 
people, do something good for somebody else, no matter 
how small.” He also reminded us that the security has been 

greatly increased in the metal shop by STING Alarm as a 
warning to burglars thinking about stealing the new and 
expensive equipment. 

“As much attention that may be drawn to the school it 
could be that same ‘Look we got all this new equipment’ so 
what we would like you to know is STING Alarm here has 
gone through the entire system to make sure everything is 
operating perfectly. So it won’t be a problem.” With the 
security divided, future burglaries can be avoided, and in 
regards to the original crime, Mr. Tompkins has said that 
he has suspects in mind and SAFE Schools will further 
investigate. Tragedy brings out the best people and un-
sung heroes of our society, people like Pat McCully, Lou 
Gallagher, Ed Sherry, and all of the companies involved 
with the donations have had their immense kindness rather 
overlooked and these everyday heroes need to be recog-
nized. School pride runs deep at El Camino and as the KH-
ITS The Garage DJ said, “This school means a lot to us 37 
years later… Once an Eagle, always an Eagle.” 

EL CAMINO GAINS NEW 
FOOTBALL FIELD

James Archer
Staff  Writer 

“Ready for the season”, El Camino’s new track and 
field can bring about a multitude of emotions and thoughts 
for an athlete, but Senior linebacker Jim Carter voiced his 
apparent game readiness. This track and field no doubt was 
a long awaited award for all of El Camino’s hardworking 
athletes. Its grand opening for our football team on Sep-
tember 5 did not see the game going the way of the Eagles, 
losing to Sacramento High School. Despite the loss, it 
was still an important moment for El Camino as a whole. 

Story is Continued on Page 2

EL CAMINO ALUMNI AND BUSINESS OWNERS BAND TOGETHER IN SUPPORT OF 
S9; DONATE SUPPLIES AND RESOURCES TO ROBBED METALTECH DEPARTMENT
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Donors with Mr. Tompkins at the donation reveal on August 26th.


