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Out with the old, in with the new.
A new era of American edu-

cation begins this year with the 
implementation of the Common 
Core State Standards Initiative. A 
research and evidence based sys-
tem, Common Core, as it is com-
monly known, is designed to be 
perfectly in line with expectations 
both in college and in careers. 

Starting in elementary 
school and the early grades, stu-
dents are expected to focus on 
core educational procedures and 
values. “Common Core’s chang-
es apply to the abstract styles of 
teaching and will attempt to help 
students think about how they can 
apply knowledge learned in the 
classroom to the real world,” the 
Lake County Record-Bee’s Leah 
DeAnda wrote.  

2010 saw the first states 
switch their standards to those of 
Common Core. Just seven states, 
as well as Puerto Rico, have re-
fused to conform with the Com-

mon Core system: Alaska, Texas, 
Oklahoma, Virginia, Indiana, 
Minnesota, and Nebraska. 

Common Core attempts to 
fit the standards of the individual 
states into one neat little package 
applicable to every state. This 
does not sit well with the above 
states, who have repressed the 
need for conformity for the time 
being. However, it’s nearly in-
evitable that they will fall in line 
with the states currently employ-
ing Common Core, eventually 
fulfilling a sort of “No State Left 
Behind” schema despite the ab-
sence of a compulsive law for the 
enforcement of Common Core. It 

remains to be seen whether these 
stubborn states minus Common 
Core will look smart in the long 
run for shunning the standards of 
compression.

Excessive complication is a 
very real problem with Common 
Core standards. Via dailysignal.
com, the father of a third-grade 
student in Georgia found a sur-
prisingly complex “counting up” 
method, consisting of at least six 
steps, as one of four ways to sub-
tract numbers in his daughter’s 
math textbook. Notably absent 
from these was the tried-and-true 
borrowing/carrying method, the 
way most El Camino students ac-

quired their subtracting prowess. 
This omission raises the question 
of the disappearance of simple, 
sensible approaches to basic 
learning under the supposedly 
enveloping facade of Common 
Core.   

Many believe that Com-
mon Core will cause states with 
advanced educational systems 
to take a step back; however, as 
corestandards.org advocates, 
even the states with high standards 
will have theirs improved upon. 
Another common misconception 
is that English teachers will now 
be forced to teach history and sci-
ence as well; in reality, English-
Language Arts (ELA) teachers 
may need to simply incorporate 
aspects of history, social sciences, 
or laboratory sciences into their 
curriculum if needed. 

Only time will tell if the 
Common Core standards were a 
needed diversion from a slippery 
slope of U.S. education or anoth-
er irrevocable mistake bound to 
contribute to our nation’s ongoing 
academic freefall. 

California Strengthens Core
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Word To
The Wise: 

The Quarterly 
Tale

By Samuel Feineh

Armed conflict is looming along the Ukraini-
an-Russian border as Russian Separatists attempt to 
turn Ukraine over to Russian and Crimean hands. 

A conflict of culture has escalated into a full 
scale war, although large conflicts have been being 
avoided. The European Union has warned the 
Russians that their continued action in Ukraine will 
be met with armed conflict; however this has not 
slowed the advance of Russian troops in Ukraine. 
Ukrainian Nationalists have been doing their best 
to, along with the national military, hold back the 
onslaught of the approaching wave of enemy 
soldiers and rebels.

Increasing amounts of Russian troops and 
portable artillery are moving to Ukrainian soil 
despite the warnings of the outside countries of the 
European Union. While their goals are disput-
able, President Putin warns the world of full scale Ph
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The Russian-ukRainian ConfliCT
war, should continue action against them be taken 
against them by outside powers; even going so far 
as to threaten a nuclear war. 

When asked about the conflict, local El 
Camino students seem to be split on who would 
win an armed conflict like the one that Putin is 
warning of. When asked who would win, one 
student, Patrick Bartholemew said; “Probably the 
Ukrainians… because they have assistance from 
the U.S.” but not all see it that way. 

On the contrary, Lexi Estep sees a different 
ending, commenting “I think that Russia will  even-
tually win;” however, all of the students I asked 
seemed to agree that the Ukrainians deserve to win.

“We are implementing these new measures 
in light of Russia’s actions to further destabilize 
Ukraine over the last month… but we have yet to 
see conclusive evidence that Russia has ceased its 
efforts to destabilize Ukraine,” President Obama 
said in a recent statement about the situation in 
Ukraine. 

New sanctions have been placed on Russia, 
including several restrictions on Russian actions 
in European Union (EU) capital markets, and a 
ban on loans from several Russian banks; all the 
while 23 major Russian assets remain under asset 
freeze. The sanctions stop there under threat of 
action by Russia, should anymore sanctions be 
placed on them. The U.S. has also said they plan 
on assisting EU in the sanctions.

Protesters rally together in Ukraine

States that have adopted Common Core Standards

“U.S. intensifies sanctions on Russia over Ukraine.” 
For most readers, this plain and simple title conjures no 

emotion. U.S… Sanctions… Ukraine… So what? 
Most Americans are uninterested and bored by the func-

tions of politics on a local, regional, national, and international 
level. 

When Newsweek asked 1,000 Americans in 2011 to com-
plete the United States’ citizenship test, a staggering 29 percent 
“couldn’t name the vice president, 73 percent couldn’t correctly 
say why we fought the Cold War,” and “44 percent were unable 
to define the Bill of Rights” (Newsweek). 

Of course, civic ignorance is not a new and undiscovered 
topic. Our system of government, which most would agree is 
a democracy, relies on a populous to vote for representatives to 
portray the voters’ wishes in government. The representative sys-
tem of democracy is solely contingent on a populous to vote for 
politicians. That’s all you need. People.

Shouldn’t these people who elect other people know at 
least something about what they’re voting for? Is voting the only 
way to express civic engagement?

Thanks to the Founding Fathers, it’s my fundamental right 
to vote no matter what background I am from, and whatever 
information I possess. The core ideas instilled in each American 
centers on freedom. Freedom to vote is a logical extension. But 
why did the Founding Fathers construct an Electoral College, 
filled with elitists who possessed more “knowledge” than others? 

Put simply, the populous at the time was “uneducated” in 
the matters of politics. Coupled with a slow news traveling sys-
tem, this mix seemed to be deadly. Synonymous with the jus-
tification during the 1700s for having “educated” people write 
the legislation is the notion that some voters are disenfranchised. 
Maybe if we had a direct democracy which Pericles favored, 
we’d be able to account for everybody’s vote. 

Disenfranchisement has been going on since the creation 
of politics and voting. Women, slaves, foreigners, or even Greeks 
who resided in different city-states couldn’t vote in Athens. Serfs 
couldn’t vote in Feudal times. Women couldn’t vote until 1920. 
Most Blacks couldn’t vote until the 1900s.

The intense passion for the right to vote is a core American 
principle. The premise of direct democracy is the full involve-
ment of every individual in society to vote for all legislation. Di-
rect democracy in lieu of our current representative democracy 
would be a catastrophe. 

The current American population is about 314 million peo-
ple. Meaning 314 million people would need to vote for a single 
bill to get passed. Frankly, nothing would ever get done in society.

Despite America’s revolutionary democratic background, 
there is no feasible way to stop disenfranchisement. The sad truth 
is that many Americans have no way of reaching a voting center, 
or once there, the long lines hinder voters from exercising their 
fundamental right.

Nonetheless, there are a plethora of individuals fully able to 
vote who are ignorant to political matters around them. I believe 
it is the peoples’ civic duty to get acquainted with some of the leg-
islation and political platforms of high-ranking leaders. Not only 
will they understand what’s going on, but also why it’s impactful 
to them. 

Do you want to be in the dark when sunlight is all around 
you? The rays of truth penetrate into the deepest regions of ig-
norance. 

All you have to do is find the light.

Football stadium article continued from front  

The Inaugural ceremony saw number 80, Tyrin Boldin hyping up the rowdy El Camino crowd for the televised game ahead. According to number 17, track and 
field athlete Said Webster, the ceremony seemed ill planned, partially because of the faulty speakers, not allowing the crowd to completely understand Boldin. 

Despite being bested by Sacramento High School, an undoubtedly talented team, the varsity squad found redemption on a victory over River City. The field may 
very well be helping the performance of our athletes, with many saying it improves their cuts on the field, and, according to Webster, the track has a nice spring to it and 
it will be nice to not have to be inhaling the dust that was kicked up in the usage of the old track, but it is not just something pretty to look at. Quarterback Kamani Elam 
believes that El Camino will be “making playoffs”, which is a definite possibility. This new track and field may be opening new doors for El Camino as well, being able 
to host playoff football games and hold track and field meets, which was not even a thought with the old dirt track and uneven field. This possible increased productivity 
at El Camino could certainly help raise money for the school, with more tickets being sold with more events occurring at El Camino.

Overall it seems as if the opening of the new track and field came off as a huge success with the athletes. Hopefully it truly does have a positive effect on the perfor-
mance of the athletes, and that El Camino see financial success in the large investment. As for the athletes on their upcoming seasons, Jim Carter puts it best: “Let’s get it.”
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