
Whatever the terrorist organization is called, its 
actions have irrevocably impacted American lives 
and catalyzed the West’s military efforts to decimate 
the Islamic State.

What is ISIS? ISIS stands for the “Islamic State 
of Iraq and Syria.” ISIS took time to develop, and 
has significant cultural and historic roots. Beginning 
in 2004 with the creation of al-Qaeda in Iraq by a 
Jordanian named Abu Musab al-Zarqawi, al-Qaeda, 
a militant Islamist group founded by Osama Bin 
Laden in the late 1980s, attempted to catalyze a 
sectarian war between Shia Muslims.

The Islamic State (ISI) was created in October 
2006 as the new al-Qaeda leader, Abu Ayyub al-
Masri, took over.  In 2013, the ISI absorbed certain 
al-Qaeda factions in Iraq and Levant—thus the less 
popular name, ISIL, or “Islamic State in Iraq and the 
Levant.” 

This past June, ISIS announced the “creation of 
a caliphate (Islamic state) that erases all state borders, 
making a man known as Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi 
the self-declared authority, or caliph, of the world’s 

estimated 1.5 billion Muslims” (CNN.com).
ISIS has militarized heavily this year by taking 

over critical cities in Iraq such Mosul, Tikrit, and Al-
Qaim. United States military involvement primarily 
relied on airstrikes to destroy essential ISIS targets, 
continuing this past August. 

The American people became much more in-
volved in ISIS’s violent path after the decapitation of 
an American journalist named James Foley on Aug. 
19. Just over a week later, another American journal-
ist, Steven Sotloff, was beheaded by what appeared 
to be the same man who murdered Foley.

President Obama’s special address to the Na-
tion on Sept. 10 confirmed further U.S. involvement 
in the Middle East affair. 

“Our objective is clear: we will degrade, and 
ultimately destroy, ISIL through a comprehensive 
and sustained counter-terrorism strategy.”

Obama’s plan entails four key components: 
1. “A systematic campaign of airstrikes against 

these terrorists.” 
2. “…increase our support to forces fighting 

these terrorists on the ground” by adding 475 service 
members to Iraq. These soldiers do not have a 
combat mission. 

3. “…draw upon our substantial counterterror-
ism capabilities to prevent ISIL attacks.” 

4. “…continue providing humanitarian assis-
tance to innocent civilians.” (whitehouse.gov)

Since this address, Congress approved the 
President’s plan to arm and train Syrian rebels to “re-
claim large swaths of territory” (WSJ). The House 
passed the measure 273-156, and the Senate in a 
78-22 vote. This rare bipartisan effort marked the start 
of an international effort to obliterate ISIS. Over 40 
countries will assist the U.S. to defeat ISIS, including 
the 5 Arab partners: Jordan, Bahrain, UAE, Qatar, 
and Saudi Arabia. 

The U.S. began airstrikes in Syria on Monday, 
Sept. 22. Military airstrikes bombarded up to 20 tar-
gets, including command posts and weapon depots 
in the self-proclaimed ISIL capital Raqqa.

 “I can confirm that U.S. military and partner 
nation forces are undertaking military action against 
ISIL terrorists in Syria using a mix of fighter, bomber 
and Tomahawk Land Attack missiles,” said Penta-
gon Press Secretary Rear Adm. John Kirby (ap.org).

These strikes took place just a day after more 
than 130,000 Syrians, primarily Kurds, fled across 
the border to Turkey to escape the Islamic State 

militants.
Are airstrikes enough to destroy ISIS? Accord-

ing to Honors World History teacher Mr. Thomp-
son, “if you ultimately want to defeat ISIS itself, you 
can’t do it without ground troops. However, ground 
troops are probably not the best idea. I think that the 
coalition of [Arab] states could do something; [I] 
know that we cannot do it ourselves.” 

U.S. senior officials divulged that ISIS was not 
the only intended target in the initial airstrikes. Kho-
rasan, an al-Qaeda terrorist cell, was also strategically 
bombed in a surprise attack to foil plans to attack the 
U.S. 

U.S. and allied warplanes have continued to 
strike ISIS targets, specifically oil reserves and refiner-
ies, to cut off ISIL’s primary financial backing. 

Despite the repeated airstrikes, ISIS militants 
are unaffected by the “trivial” strikes. In an exclusive 
CNN interview with ISIS militant Abu Talha, Talha 
revealed that ISIS knows “they’re tracking us with 
radars and satellites, so we had backup locations.”

In the wake of more captured territories by 
the Islamic State, the pressure on Western allies to 
contain ISIS increases each day. Only time will tell 
what ISIS’s fate will be.   
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Can Ebola Be Contained?EC’s Push For A New Theater

Here’s an important date to remember: 
Monday, October 13th. Mr. Glaser, the band 
instructor here at El Camino, calls for students, 
parents, alumni, potential students, and community 
members to swarm the cafeteria at 6:30 pm to 
show overwhelming support for a project to build a 
new theater on campus.

Mr. Glaser has been campaigning for this 
theater for all of his 20 years at El Camino. In fact, 
it has been the goal of the administration since first 
opening in 1951. That goal: a 600-seat theater in the 
empty lot behind the tennis courts and the soccer 
fields. 

El Camino and the Visual and Perform-
ing Arts program have been asking the district 
repeatedly for a community theater to support the 
ever talented school programs, as well as provide 
a professional environment for community arts to 
perform and showcase.

“A theater will benefit our school and our 
community,” said senior band member Claire 
Rogers, “and it will help El Camino look better as 
a whole.”

The idea is this: El Camino would be the host 
of a professionally built theater, funded by Bond 
Measure N. The theatrerwould provide a structure 
where El Camino Visual and Performing Arts 
programs would showcase their talent, provide a 
theatre for schools all across the San Juan district, 
and also provide a theater for local community 
organizations and performers to use a professional 
facility. 

“El Camino is a perfect place for a district 
theater,” continued Mr. Glaser, “and a theater here 
would benefit the school, the district, and the com-
munity as a whole.” 

During a forum put on by the district after 

the passing of Measure N, San Juan asked all the 
schools what was on their wish list for their schools. 
All had a theater on their lineup. 

“Everyone enjoys the performances put on 
by the Visual and Performing arts program,” said 
freshman band member Bethany Meagher, 
“and we need people at this meeting to show their 
support.” 

Currently, Band, Drama, and the Choir have 
been setting up shop in the cafeteria, the Large 
Gym, other parts of the school, or renting facilities 
off campus. Band and Choir are invited to many of 
the home sports games, and that is where a greater 
part of the student body hears the two groups 
perform. Many members of the Visual Performing 
Arts programs, as well as parents and others who 
enjoy the music and entertainment, claim that this 
does not do the students who are involved justice. 

“The cafeteria and gym are not good places 
to showcase talent,” explains Rogers, “so much 
work and time is put into a performance, and it is 
almost embarrassing to perform in the cafeteria.” 

“There have been instances where people 
have not come to the performances because of 
the stuffiness and lack of comfort in the gym and 
cafeteria,” Mr. Glaser said, “and they are places that 
do not match the superior skill of our performing 
arts.” 

“I have not received a single negative com-
ment on the issue,” continued Mr. Glaser, “we have 
already raised $80,000 for architectural designs and 
surveys. The community wants a theater here at 
our school.” 

The district forum is on October 13th at 6:30 
pm in the cafeteria. “We urge all to come out and 
show the district that this school and this commu-
nity wants a theater,” said Mr. Glaser, come to the 
forum, and help leave a legacy at El Camino.”
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Causing multiple deaths and painful symptoms 
in Guinea and West Africa, the Ebola virus has cata-
lyzed a worldwide epidemic. The virus was traced to 
a two-year old child who died December 6, 2013 and 
as of October 3, 2014, there have been 7470 cases, 
3431 leading to deaths.

The first death from the disease recorded by the 
Center for Disease Control (CDC) was in a small 
rural village called Yambuku in the northern Demo-
cratic Republic of Congo, in 1976. A headmaster of 
a school had toured the Ebola river during August 
2nd to the 22nd, and after returning, became sick on 
August 26, showing symptoms of high fever, joint 
pain, stomach pain, weakness, and sore throat. His 
doctor had wrongly diagnosed him with malaria. 
After weeks of suffering he died bleeding profusely 
out of all orifices. Because of tradition in the Congo-
lese region, it was custom to embalm a body before 
burial. The task was completed by his sister, mother, 
and mother-in-law. They were soon sick and died a 
few weeks later.

Ebola infected everyone in the village and 
caused small outbreaks in nearby villages. Soon the 
epidemic spread to other states in the West African 
region, killing hundreds of villagers.

In a speech on Thursday, September 25 at the 
General Assembly of the United Nations, President 
Obama stated: “I want us to be clear: We are not 
moving fast enough. We are not doing enough,” 
the President said. “There is still a significant gap 
between where we are and where we need to be.” 
(New York Times)

Health organizations such as the World Health 
Organization (WHO) are responsible for sending 
health workers to infected areas who are constantly 
working to create vaccination and cures. Thousands 

of doctors working for international nonprofit 
organizations such as Doctors Without Borders and 
Red Cross were paralyzed by fear to travel to disease 
ridden areas because they were concerned with the 
potential of becoming infected themselves. 

To a certain degree, due to Mr. Obama’s repeat-
ed efforts emphasizing the speed at which the world 
needs to respond to this crisis, doctors worldwide 
have signed humanitarian pledges to assist in West 
Africa. The increased presence of aid workers has 
reached an all time high in the recent month. Others at 
risk of contracting the virus include family members 
or others in close contact with infected people and 
mourners who have direct contact with the bodies of 
the deceased as part of burial ceremonies.

However, there are people that can overcome 
the disease. People that receive intense medical treat-
ment with an early diagnosis have a small chance of 
survival. While there is no FDA-approved vaccine, 
symptom relief medications contain potentially harm-
ful side effects, including damaged sensory nerves 
and hair loss. After a patient has survived, they have 
a reinforced immune system, which can for 10 years 
or longer. 

Obama has called on other nations to provide air 
transportation and evacuation services to assist in the 
international effort to contain the volatile virus. 
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