
“Boyhood”: A New Cinematic Experience
Theo DeRosa
Sports Editor

Twelve years and a lifetime of memories. When director Richard Linklater decided to film the life of a child actor for a few days 
every year from 2002 to 2013, he was well on his way to creating one of the most unique movies in film history: “Boyhood,” released in 
July 2014.  Ellar Coltrane, the film’s protagonist, was just 7 years old when Linklater begin filming in May 2002; he was 19 when film-
ing concluded in October of 2013. “Boyhood” tracks the growth and development of Coltrane’s character, Mason Evans, Jr., over the 
time period, dealing with the struggles of his family and friends. Coltrane’s co-star is Lorelei Linklater, the director’s own daughter, who 
portrays Mason’s sister Samantha. The film deals with the trials and travails of a Texas 
family throughout everything that happens over the years. 

“Boyhood” has received immensely positive critical reception since its release. 
On imdb.com, the film was rated 8.7/10 stars by an as- sortment of online users. 
Metacritic lists an astounding 100% review for the movie, as rated by film critics 
worldwide. Rotten Tomatoes.com scored the movie as 99%, with an average rating 
of 9.4/10.  Reviewer Manohla Dargis of nytimes.com expounded on the movie’s 
uniqueness and profundity. Of the acting parents, Dargis states that “these aren’t 
movie parents with formulaic arcs and storybook solu- tions, but characters whose 
honest, raw hurt and moments of casual grace carry the shock of the real. These are 
people you know, people like you.” Though Linklater’s films are often described as 
lacking a plot, Dargis went on to say, “events take place... without the usual filmmak-
ing prodding and cues.”

A plethora of critics exalted “Boyhood” upon its       release, cementing it 
immediately in film lore. This growing feeling was countered by a    few critics, 
including Kenneth Turan of the Los Angeles Times. Turan wrote that the driving 
idea behind the film is more promising than what it actu- ally reveals. He went on to 
say that the “Boyhood” narrative “feels fatally cobbled together, veering haphazardly 
from underdone moments to overdone melodramatic contrivance.” 

“Boyhood’s” diversion from film convention makes it one-of-a-kind. Linklater’s somewhat unorthodox filmmaking strategies have  
paid off in his coup de grace, a unique and worthwhile moviegoing experience and certainly a recommended suggestion for a movie to 
rent upon its DVD release in November. Don’t miss an exclusive view of a boy growing up before your very eyes. In this regard, “Boy-
hood” is sure to satisfy.

Lead Singer Of Popular Band Goes His Own Way
Piper Gold 
Staff Writer

        Gerard Way, former lead singer of the band My Chemi-
cal Romance, released his first solo album “Hesitant Alien” on 
September 30th. Fans of his are excited and have great expec-
tations for his album, and one has even gotten as far to say that 
she knows its going to be “Fricken amazing.” But Gerard is not 
the only one to go solo after being in a band for a long time. 
His little brother, Mikey Way, started a new band shortly after 
the breakup in 2013. The band is called Electric Century, and 
released their first single, I Lied, on February 24th, 2014. The 
guitarist from My Chemical Romance, Frank Iero, also started 
a new band shortly after the breakup. His new band is called 
FrnkIero andthe Cellabration (misspellings and all), and they 
released their first album Stomachaches this year as well. 
       Many other bands have done the same thing. When Fall Out 
Boy broke up in 2009, Patrick Stump released an album called 
Soul Punk, after he lost weight, and did a tour. Fall Out Boy got 
back together in 2012, and released Save Rock and Roll. After 
The Smiths broke up, Morrissey went solo with his first album 
Viva Hate. Since then, he has released 23 albums, and is still 
making music. Gerard however, released 2 singles before Hesi-
tant Alien came out. They are called No Shows and Action Cat, 
and they have a very strong britpop influence. Fans who have 
already heard them have very strong opinions. “I love them.” 
said Josselynn Machorro, a freshman, “It kinda sounds like 
he’s experimenting with music, and it sounds cool.” Another 
freshman, Gaby Garcia, simply stated, “They’re awesome.” 
        But what no one seems to talk about, is his dramatic style 
change. He dyed his hair a tomato color, which was originally 

black, then bleached white, then neon red, then brown with 
blond highlights, and finally a Lemon color. Lots of fans found 
this funny, and some would say: “He puts the emo in lemon.” 
But not only did his hair change, but his attitude and appear-
ance did as well. As tumblr user ragesyndrome said, “I love 
how the boy who grew up listening to Misfits and Iron Maid-
en and was really angry and spent years covering himself in 
messy eyeliner and fake blood is now some weird retro glittery 
alien dude in a nice suit.”

Fun facts about Hesitant Alien:
 1. “Zero Zero” was released as a demo on Gerard’s Danny-
TheStreet SoundCloud account way back in 2012.
 2. “How It’s Going To Be” is the only song Gerard has not 
played live yet
 3. “Maya The Psychic” is about a mental illness
 4. “No Shows” is Gerard’s favorite song on the album
 5. “Brother” was originally called Casting Shadows
“Millions” was bootlegged by a fan and leaked onto the internet 
before the album came out

The album cover to Gerard Way’s “Hesitant Alien”

Capricorn: As much as I hate to say it, I sense some 
bad luck heading for you. Be careful around vehicles, and 
wear a helmet. Also, anyone named thomas should be 
avoided. Unless they happen to be a capricorn two. Thats 
fine.

Aquarius: Expect your grades to go up for no apparent 
reason, and fall back to normal soon afterwards. Stay close 
to a Taurus, they’re your closest friend this month. Your 
family is going to suffer a loss of some kind this month. 
Look out for signs of illness, as one will comb through 
through looking for someone to slip up.

Pisces: This month you’ll feel faster and stronger than 
ever, but be disappointed when you fail at something usu-
ally easy for you. You’ll have a new friend that you never 
expected come to your aid.

Aries: Never doubt the Virgo closest to you, they will 
always be by your side. If you try anything new be sure 
to be careful. Something is trying to get back at your for 
something else you did.

Taurus: No matter what you do, you need to finish 
that assignment, or it will haunt you for years. A Capricorn 
will scare the living daylight out of you, so be on guard. 
You’re going to win at all but one thing this month. Have 
fun with that.

Gemini: The ups and downs of this week will make 
you tired to the point of collapse, but at the last moment 
you’ll get back on your feet and shove back.

Cancer: Never lose sight of your goals as you will be 
easily mislead this month. Don’t forget to say thank you or 
it’ll come back to bite you.

Leo: You’ll experience bravery the equivalent of the 
animal that was named after your sign. Your path will be 
clear and your month shall fly by.

Virgo: You will find yourself under a lot of stress this 
month but, as long as you remember who your friends are, 
you’ll be fine.

Libra: Measure your steps carefully this month, or 
you’ll fall over the edge.

Scorpio: You will be struck with a string of aggressive 
behavior. Think nothing of it as you’ll be back to normal 
next month.

Sagittarius: You will enjoy prosperity this month, but 
betrayed by someone you hold dear in jealousy. You can 
never be too careful.
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