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As summer transitions into fall, baseball sea-
son dwindles down to a postseason with the ten best 
teams in the league, two of whom are the San Fran-
cisco Giants and the Oakland A’s.              

Four teams remain currently as the postseason 
enters its championship series, which begins tonight 
on TBS.

The Giants started the season incredibly well, 
holding a nearly 10-game lead over the rival Los 
Angeles Dodgers in the National League West. A 
plague of injuries, the inability to score as many 
runs as the pitchers were giving up, and a sudden 
hot streak from the Dodgers all contributed to a loss 
of that coveted lead, which the Giants were not able 
to retrieve. Despite the Dodgers’ clinching the di-
vision, the Giants managed to make the playoffs, 
albeit in a wild card spot.

On July 26, the Giants acquired starting pitch-
er Jake Peavy from the Boston Red Sox for Heath 
Hembree and Edwin Escobar, both pitching pros-
pects. Peavy has gone 6-4 with a 2.17 Earned Run 
Average, a fantastic resurgence from his struggles 
in Boston early in the season. Peavy won game 1 of 
the NLDS for San Francisco, and his acquisition has 
certainly paid dividends for the Giants.

To further their chances for a World Series 
championship, the Giants defeated the Pirates 8-0 
in the Wild Card game. Brandon Crawford hit the 
first grand slam by a shortstop in postseason his-
tory as Madison Bumgarner struck out 10 batters 
in a four-hit shutout to ensure the Giants’ victory 
(MLB.com). The Giants bested the Washington 

Road to October passes through San Francisco

Miguel Cabrera of the Detroit Tigers bats against the Boston Red Sox.
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It has been a work in progress for nearly ten years, but 
finally allowance for the construction of a new arena for 
the Sacramento Kings has been granted. But what name 
should this new wonder in the downtown area bear once 
its construction is completed? 

Long-time basketball fan Benjamin Khatirine said 
he would like to see Nike or Coca-Cola sponsor the arena. 
This new arena could open up many possible opportunities 
for not only the Kings, but the city itself. Khatirine sees 
this new arena possibly hosting the NBA All Star Game in 
the future, because, according to him, NBA Commissioner 
Adam Silver likes new arenas. 

Although this may be a possibility, the seating room 
in the arena may be an issue for such a large event, with 
the arena only seating 17,500 people, less than other NBA 
arenas. Although the number of seats in the new arena is 
only 200 more than the old complex, currently known as 
Sleep Train Arena, the new complex will be over twice as 
large, including the practice facility.

One would hope that all of the effects of the new arena 
are positive. Khatirine stated that with the new arena, the 
Kings’ fan base will not only have more loyalty, but grow. 
A larger fan base would help bring more profit to the fran-
chise with more ticket and merchandise sales. Also, with 
the increased activity in the downtown area, more of the 
local businesses could find more profit.  

Along with the economic benefit, the arena also would 

Sacramento builds for a new era with new arena

A possible design of the Kings’ new arena.
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Nationals in four games in the National League Division 
Series (NLDS), and move on to play the St. Louis Cardinals 
in the NLCS.

The other NLDS featured the St. Louis Cardinals and 
the Los Angeles Dodgers. The Cardinals prevailed, three 
games to one, to advance to the NLCS. Matt Carpenter hit a 

home run in the first three games of the series for the Cardi-
nals, who have been to their 4th NLCS in as many years.

Junior Kasey Hegelein, a casual Giants fan, is “super 
excited” about her team advancing in the playoffs and thinks 
“it’ll last a while because it was almost unexpected they 
would make it” to the cherished land of October.

The A’s, on the other hand, had a more treacherous road 
to the postseason. Once a strong candidate for the title of the 
best team in the American League, they fell into the second 
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bring a nice appeal to the downtown area. The new 
arena has a modern design, which Khatirine described 
as “very elegant,” “modern,” and “intelligent.” It 
would be a great landmark added to the Sacramento 
area, and bringing more legitimacy to the franchise. 

Even though the public eye makes the arena syn-
onymous with the Sacramento Kings, who no doubt 
were the leading factors in its construction, the arena 
could also attract more forms of other entertainment 
as well. Some music acts prefer Sleep Train Amphi-
theatre, a fairly close venue in Wheatland, but the 
new arena could bring high-profile acts closer to their 
fans in Sacramento.

 

The current view of Sleep Train Arena.
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wild card spot on the last game of the regular season. 
Senior Alejandro Jacobo, a self-proclaimed “die-

hard” baseball fan, commented that “if the A’s do make the 
postseason, they might do well because it’s a very different 
vibe when playing in October. All the trades [Yoenis Ces-
pedes to Boston for Jon Lester, etc.] the A’s made during 

the season will hopefully fall into place.”
Oakland would not go far in the post-

season, being defeated by the Kansas City 
Royals 9-8 in the AL Wild Card game. De-
spite Brandon Moss’ two home runs for the 
A’s, a magnificent Royals comeback led to 
extra innings, where the home team eventu-
ally prevailed in the 12th. 

The Royals then began the division se-
ries against the Los Angeles Angels, with 
the underdog Royals sweeping the Angels 
in three games to advance to the American 
League Championship Series, or ALCS. 
The favored Detroit Tigers were swept by 
the Baltimore Orioles, who moved on to 
face the Royals tonight in ALCS Game 1 in 

a best-of-seven series.
The ALCS begins tonight, as the Orioles battle the 

Royals at 5:00, part of another magnificent October base-
ball and the MLB perennially offer. The Giants and Cardi-
nals begin the NLCS tomorrow on FOX at the same time 
from St. Louis’s Busch Stadium. 

The road to October has been repaved for the conclu-
sion of a new season and stands ready to be traveled on. 
The question is: who will make it to the end? 

Only time will tell. 


