
Competition. The dictionary 
defines competition as a rivalry for 
supremacy, a prize, honor, an advantage, etc. Competition 
is everywhere in our world today, and in more places than 
you may think.

Now of course you see it in sports. Competition under-
lies everything related with sports. There is no greater moti-
vator to an athlete than the goal of obtaining the W, the vic-
tory, the success, and the unmistakable high that comes with 
it. But how do you reach that goal? The determining factor 
of the success of all athletes (or anybody) is this: how hard 
are you willing to push yourself, both physically and men-
tally, in order to compete with others at the highest level. 

No matter the sport, if you are willing to work harder 
than others and fight for every inch, point, loose ball, play, 
teammate, etc. then your chances of winning increase sub-
stantially. Work ethic goes hand in hand with competing, 
and how hard you work depends on how hard your oppo-
nent is working. Whatever they do, you do more because 
if you don’t, the chances that you will have at succeeding 
become slimmer. What’s the old saying? “Work harder than 
your competition.” And if the level of skill is high between 
two players or two teams, then it sure is fun to watch even 
if you’re not a fan.

Enough about sports. What about when it comes to the 
opposite sex? You better believe that’s a competition! Boys 
struggle with other boys for a girl’s attention, and therefore 
they must “elevate their game,” so to speak, with anything 
that will help them get the edge over their opponent and 
capture the shimmering eyes of smokin’ hot Betsy in fourth 
period. When it comes to landing a date with your crush or 
with your “bae,” it’s going to take some game.  And how 
does one’s game become greater? That’s right, through com-
petition.

There are lots of other places in life where competition 
has an effect. Charles Darwin’s theory of natural selection 
and “survival of the fittest.” Rival businesses fighting for the 
next best product or deal that will sell to the consumer for 
the greatest amount of profit. At school when you’re trying 
to get the highest grade in class, or at work when you’re 
in a race for the employee of the month or for your next 
pay raise. Or even with yourself, as you constantly try to 
improve upon yourself in academics, sports, music, or other 
activities that you participate in. It affects the lives of ev-
erybody.

But so what with competition, what’s the point of 
knowing about this? Well, I’m going to tell you why it’s a 
beautiful thing. It makes you try harder. It makes you want 
to progress, to become better at something. It gives you the 
desire to be the best you can be, the drive to succeed. And 
let’s be honest here, who doesn’t want to be known as suc-
cessful at the end of the day?  

So compete. Fight. Battle. Whether it be with yourself 
or your peers, strive to be better. But not to the point where 
it’s annoying, like if you’re treating PE like it’s the Olym-
pics. Don’t be that guy. But if it’s something worthwhile, 
go for it, even it may seem overwhelming or difficult.  Oc-
casionally you may fail, occasionally you may fall. Those 
things you don’t choose to do. But you can always choose to 
get back up, and get right back in the game.
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Varsity Girls’ Volleyball Kicking Aces
Jenner Anderson 
Staff  Writer

If one was trying to describe the Varsity Girls’ Vol-
leyball Team here at El Camino, they might use one 
of the following adjectives: unbeatable, unstoppable, 
dominant, destructive. Every word would be fitting in 
describing the most successful athletic team here at El 
Camino, as the girls have been per-
fect and unblemished on their way 
to an impressive 24-0 record. 

For the most part, the games 
haven’t been close, with a major-
ity of them being decided in three 
sets in best of 3 out of 5 matches. 
The team is currently ranked #2 in 
the state of California and #7 na-
tionally according to MaxPreps. 
Although these stats are incredibly 
impressive, the girls may not yet 
be done ascending the standings.

Senior Martin Gregory said 
that it’s “amazing” what the team is 
doing right now in regards to their re-
cord and how high the team is ranked 
and that it “gives the school a good look.”

The Girls’ Volleyball team here at El Camino has 
experienced a period of sustained success over the 
past few years, most recently with the team’s making 
the Division 2 Section Championship game the prior 
season, only to suffer a heartbreaking loss to Rocklin. 

However, the team has already avenged that loss 
this season with a victory in straight sets over Rocklin 

on September 4th, a testament to the skill and hunger the team 
possesses.

When asked about how it feels to be on such a good 
team, senior Kate Nicknig answered, “It means everything. 
I couldn’t imagine a better last high school season. I love my 

teammates and the bond we 
have. We have worked really 
hard to get here and we have 
big goals we are more than 
capable of achieving.”

The big goals they 
hope to accomplish are to 
remain undefeated, make 
it to state, and hopefully 
bring back a state title to 
El Camino. Although their 
goals are lofty, the attitude 
of the team remains very 
confident and optimistic. 

When asked how far 
she thinks her team can go, 
junior Katelyn Williams 

said, “Well, I definitely don’t want to jinx anything, but I feel 
like our team has the talent to take us well past section cham-
pionships at least.”

If this team did indeed meet their goals for the rest of the 
season, they would solidify their place in El Camino lore, as 
if they hadn’t already. They definitely have what it takes, and 
with how they move with dignity and aplomb through a cur-
rently undefeated season, doubting them would be a mistake.
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Senior Mikaela Nocetti follows through on a hit.
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