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Class of 2014 Valedictorians:
And then there were three

Madison Morita 
The Chief’s Last Stand

High school itself is a struggle. Add on the extra bur-
dens of all A’s, extra-curricular activities, and AP and hon-
ors classes, and one is left with few valiant and persever-
ant individuals. This year’s 
graduating class’s Valedic-
torians are Johnny Flora, 
Annie Lin, and Wyatt 
Taylor. They have accom-
plished such an impressive 
feat in the face of adver-
sity, and stopped nothing 
short of incredible. 

Flora’s nonchalant 
reaction of, “It’s about 
time they told me” to be-
ing named a Valedictorian 
may seem a little low-key 
for such a high honor, yet 
it is exactly what could be 
expected from him. He is 
notorious for being one of 
the more laid-back person-
alities who accepts life as 
it comes, and still ends up 
being extremely success-
ful. 

He played just one 
sport in high school, 
Men’s Tennis, yet also said 
that he and his friends all 
acknowledged he should 

have taken part in soccer as well. Though even with his 
lack of an additional sport, Flora claims to harbor no re-
grets about high school. 

When asked how his academic prowess affected his 
social life, Flora remained aloof, replying, “That’s cool.” 

On balancing commitments throughout high school, 
he again remained true to his re-
laxed character, saying, “It was 
very easy, especially since I wear 
the same seven shirts weekly.” 

Flora will be attending Cali-
fornia Polytechnic State Univer-
sity, San Luis Obispo, where he 
plans to pursue the major of Civil 
Engineering, and can be quoted 
calling his major as “majestic and 
enlightening.” 

Lin is nothing if not beam-
ingly proud of being named a 
Valedictorian. Though her ultimate 
goal was simply to be successful 
in high school and have it lead to 
future accomplishments, receiv-
ing the title was certainly appreci-
ated. “I have been through a lot of 
other academic and non-academic 
obstacles, and I still managed to 
keep my grades up. I am just really 
grateful for this,” said Lin. 

Though her sporting career 
in tennis was cut short by be-
ing “extremely accident-prone,” 
Lin’s involvement in other extra-
curricular clubs is definitely admi-

rable. She rattled off Asian American Alliance, KEY Club, 
Lifting Spirits with Music, CSF/NHS, piano, Newspaper, 
Black Tie Club, Science Olympiad, Science Bowl, and 
Link Crew as just some of her many commitments. De-
spite all of this, Lin still was quoted saying, “I wouldn’t 
really say I had to sacrifice a lot because I was already 
naturally an introvert and I knew the time commitments 
going into this.” 

One regret she can name off, however, is not open-
ing up and creating friendships earlier on. “I didn’t know 
that many people coming into high school, and I thought 
it would just be focused on schoolwork and studying,” she 
said. “I found out it was so much more than that. Getting 
good grades is just a stepping stone to college and a suc-
cessful career.” 

Some advice that Lin offers on success is that, “Time 

The Valedictorians celebrate the year’s end.
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Flora, Lin, and Taylor will lead lives of prosperity.
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