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“A lot of people ask if I’ve missed out on things be-
ing in a relationship for three and a half years during high 
school, but I don’t think I have.” This is how Senior Aris-
totle Dickinson describes his relationship with Reyna Wil-
coxon. The iconic “power couple” has been 
together most of high school and display the 
kind of relationship one doesn’t typically 
have at such a young age, that most people 
think they have to wait for.

“If you work well together, keep going 
for it,” said Dickinson, putting it simply. But 
is it that simple?

“It depends on how long they’ve been 
together, how they are at the end of senior 
year, and if they want to go to college to-
gether. Long distance relationships don’t re-
ally work out,” said Senior Leslie Holaday. 
There are a good amount of confounding 
variables, as well as the usual ones. With so many options 
for post-high school life, is it really likely that couples, even 
like Dickinson and Wilcoxon, will stay together after the tas-
sels are moved to the right?

“We looked at colleges separately,” said Dickinson, re-
ferring to himself and Wilcoxon. As a recommendation by 
many adults - that all seniors have heard - they didn’t try 
to go to the same college together. Generally, it ends up in 

heartache and resentment if one person conforms to the oth-
er’s wishes. “We both just ended up liking Humboldt,” said 
Dickinson with a shrug.

For other couples, it isn’t that easy. They can be drawn to 
different places or different things. Or maybe they don’t want 
to attempt long distance when there are new options in col-
lege. As Dickinson commented, people think they’ll miss out 
on the experience of dating if they stay with the same person 
for too long during the prime years of dating.

“I’m not really planning on leaving 
her,” said Dickinson with a look on his 
face that made it obvious the idea was 
ridiculous. It is love like this that gives 
high school relationships hope.

High school relationships can be 
worth it. Generally, one gets experience. 
They learn what they like and don’t like; 
they discover new things about them-
selves. 

Teenvogue.com said, “Consider the 
seriousness of your relationship.” Is it the 
kind of relationship to cure loneliness, or 
to have forever? If it’s not serious, there 

are more options in college and future venues. If it is seri-
ous, however, think on the demands of long distance: skyping, 
keeping strong in the face of other couples, having people try 
to play matchmaker. All of these things happen when a certain 
significant other isn’t around. So why bother?

Sometimes, as Dickinson pointed out, “things work out.” 
Everyone craves the happy, “forever” relationship. Why not 
start now?
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How did you feel 
to be personally 
elected to be Mr. El  
camino?
I personally feel 
honored to have 
been elected.
How cool was it to 
be judged by Gavin 
and Katie?          
It was fun definitely 
something I’m going to remember.
Do you think you could have done anything bet-
ter?
No, I believe I did a good job it was lots of fun.
Do you personally know any of your competi-
tors?  
Yes, alot of them are my current friends.
Were there any challenges  that got in the way? 
Yes, the most interesting  part was not knowing the 
questions that were going to be thrown at us.
What was the weirdest thing you had to do for 
the pageant?
I had to dance to Justin Timberlake. 
The real question is did you have fun and will 
you look back on this and laugh?           
It was lots of fun and I have to say it was funny so 
yes.
If you could send any advice to are younger ea-
gles what would that be ? 
For freshman I want to say eat your broccoli  stay in 
school, and be good to your parents. 

It seems like just yesterday we were little kids 
in elementary school and now we are less 
than 30 days from graduation.  

We were so eager to grow up, to get big and 
strong, to drive, to be in high school and be like the 
teenagers we saw in movies and shows like, “What I 
Like About You”, “High School Musical” or “Mean 
Girls” and we did. We had growth spurts, we got our 
licenses, we joined varsity sports, and we did high 
school. But did we really? Did we get everything we 
could out of it? 

For some high school meant finding the people 
they fit with best and watching as those 4 years went 
by. For others it meant going to every event possible 
and participating in everything they could. I mean, 
we will only be in high school once, so why not get 
everything you possibly can out of it? 

For me personally, I wanted to leave high school 
with no regrets. I didn’t want to look back in a few 
years and wish I could have played a sport and rep-
resented my school or look back through the year-
book and wonder how Prom was or what Mardi Gras 
was like. I made it my mission throughout these 
past 4 years to do everything I could so that when 
graduation came and it was time to say goodbye to 
El Camino I would actually be saying goodbye to a 
place that meant something to me and held countless 
memories. 

We’ve already had dozens of “lasts;” we had our 
last homecoming, our last football game, I played in 
my last tennis match, we had the last President’s week 
break we will probably ever get, the last pi day cel-
ebration in math class, and now we approach the last 
step... graduation. 

For some of us the next step is a University for 
others its work or the Armed Services, but whatever 
our plans may be for the next 4 years and the rest of 
our lives we most likely won’t see any of the other 
348 members of the Senior Class of 2014. That is until 
our 10 year reunion excluding the few friends we do 
stay in contact with and the one maybe two students 
that attend the same college. But for most of us this is 
goodbye; we won’t see the same people hanging out 
in the halls each morning or laugh each day when the 
class clown jokes with the teacher so let’s enjoy each 
and every last moment we have together.

We don’t need to be nostalgic or depressed about 
it and burst into tears the last time you sign up for AP 
tests or wait in line at the finance office, but take a 
moment to realize that these halls, fields, and classes 
have been a big part of your life for 4 years and leav-
ing them will be unlike anything we have done before. 
I know I have enjoyed my time here and hopefully 
others have as well, so as we pull out of the Senior 
lot for the last time I hope you can glance back at El 
Camino in your rear view mirror and smile at all the 
memories and be proud to call yourself an eagle. 

Advice for life

Can love surpass miles 
of distance?
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-For those running to and fro: “Beware the barrenness of a busy life” 
-  Greek Philosopher Socrates 
-For those who wish to conquer the world “For a man to conquer him-
self is the first and noblest of all victories.” - Greek Philosopher Plato
-For those with the drowning weight of ambition “Back when I was 
younger, very ambitious but often blinded by my hunger, some say I 
dream too big and my dream gon’ take me under - American Rapper 
Freddie Gibbs 
-For those who think life is a tidy multiple choice test “Love is the 
triumph of imagination over intelligence”. American Humorist HL 
Mencken 
-For those who want to blaze their own trail “A hero is someone who 
understands the responsibility that comes with his freedom”.American 
Songwriter Bob Dylan
-For those with excuses “An excuse is worse and more terrible than a 
lie, for an excuse is a lie guarded.” Saint John Paul the Great 
-For those who never stop to smell the roses “The aim of life is ap-
preciation; there is no sense in not appreciating things; and there is no 
sense in having more of them if you have less appreciation of them. 
English Writer GK Chesterton 
-For those who stress “But I swallowed my pride and let that nonsense 
ride because I’m positive it seems that negative dies” American Rap-
per Q-Tip
-For those who think they have it all figured out “You cannot create 
experience. You must undergo it.” French Philosopher Albert Camus
-For those who follow the leader at all times “Trust yourself, then 
you will know how to live.” German Writer Johann Wolfgang von 
Goethe
-For those who want to understand “ Life is not a problem to be solved, 
but a reality to be experienced.” Danish Philosopher Soren Kierkeg-
aard 
-For those who never chill “Life moves pretty fast, if you don’t stop 
and look around every once and a while you could miss it” Beloved 
Movie Character Ferris Bueller 


