
Friendship was El Camino’s most valuable lesson

Popularity of  facial hair grows amongst EC students 
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When it is all said and done, the gowns tucked 
away, the last set of finals completed, the year-
books signed, and the checkout forms completed, 
what really mattered will rise to the forefront of 
the collective class of 2014. We won’t remember 
the deceptively illusive  formulas installed by gra-
tuitous repetition in Geometry or the plethora of 
minute historical facts. We certainly won’t go to 
sleep with the seventh digit of our GPA bouncing 
around our heads. Once the largely superfluous 
stresses and anxieties make like fog on a sunny day 
with the release of graduation, it will become clear 

that the friendships built over the last four years were 
the real prize. 

El Camino’s greatest attribute lies not in academ-
ics or athletics but in the genuine open camaraderie 
between students. Although it would certainly be na-
ive to to say that elements of cliques do not exist, stu-
dents with incredibly disparate personas, beliefs, at-
titudes, and backgrounds blend into the melting pot on 
our campus. The toxic and destructive culture of peer 
pressure and conformity, which still undeniably makes 
an unfortunate imprint in some circles, is almost invis-
ible in comparison to some of our more pretentious 
rival schools. Largely students float from friend to 
friend unencumbered by social restrictions imposed 
by invisible judgments. The best evidence were the 
intense familial bonds revealed by the passing of the 
beloved Mr. Dingman. United by a common sense of 
loss, superficials segregations were rendered irrelevant 
as the incredibly diverse segments of society that Mr. 
Dingman touched came together to pay tribute. 

Senior Michelle Marks expounded on the impor-
tance of friendship by saying “Friends are there when 
everybody gives up. They are a support system that 
never falters. My friends have made the good times 
great and the bad times better.

Senior Ryan Hesse added “ I never would have 
made it past high school if I did not have a best bud 
with me.”

Perspective is most powerful at the end when all 
of the results of our actions are more clear to us. Over 
the past four years we have collectively hurtled from 
dependents whose actions most clearly resembled 
sugar addicted five year olds to standing on the preci-
pice of adulthood.How this change is experienced has 
a profound influence on who we become for the re-
mainders of our lives. The friendships we have built 

have changed radically over the past few years, 
beginning as bonds between children to bonds 
between young adults who relied upon each oth-
er while each other both experienced the often 
harsh realities of the world for the first time. And 
since how we interact with others ultimately de-
fines our identities, these formational relation-
ships will all play a role in who we are for a 
great time to come.  

“The language of 
friendship is not 

words but 
meanings”

“Friendship means 
understanding, not 

agreement 
It means forgiveness, 

not forgetting. 
It means the memories 
last, even if contact is 

lost.”

Yuliy Tsymbal
Julius Ceasar

There is one factor that distinguishes some of 
El Camino’s finest men from the children who tra-
verse the same EC hallways - facial hair. Younger 
students typically have a difficult time pulling it 
off, whilst juniors and seniors struggle to get rid 

of it. There are two men who stand out amongst the rest, 
two who can nurture their facial hair as naturally as a 
farmer cultivates his fields. Seniors Benn Giziki and Mi-
chael Taylor have sported beards since the eighth grade. 
They have agreed to yield forth a trimmed summary of 
their experiences with facial follicles.

Benn Giziki stated, “It takes a hefty amount of lazi-
ness to grow this (indicating towards his facial hair), and 
several weeks of doing nothing. I received acknowledge-
ment for my beard in Junior year, when Mr. Marshall 
displayed a picture of Thoreau with a disgusting beard 
around his neck. He asked the class which student would 
actually be able to grow that beard, and the class nomi-
nated me. Mr. Marshall then proceeded to dare me, say-
ing that if I could grow a beard like Thoreau by the day 
of Junior Prom, I would receive ten dollars. I thought 
it was worth doing, as that would cover like a week of 
lunch for me. I took him up on the dare and attained my 
ten dollars, but I hated having a furry neck. If there is any 
beard that has inspired me, it would be one that I’ve seen 
on YouTube. The guy had a fully functioning bird cage 
formed entirely out of his facial hair. I wouldn’t mind 
growing a beard like that.”

Benn Giziki is a committed and spirited student, so 
one mustn’t be surprised if he shows up to a class of ‘14 

“ Best friends are the peo-
ple in your life that make 
you laugh louder, smile 
brighter, and live better”

reunion with an ea-
gle in his beard. Mi-
chael Taylor, though 
no bird enthusiast 
himself, has a sharp 
beard on whose be-
half he was willing 
to speak. 

“Having a 
beard is advanta-
geous in that you 
feel like you are 
part of a secret so-
ciety whenever you 
see another bearded 
person. Additionally, 
I am treated like a 30 year old man when I go places. My friends 
have always told me that I look like a dad, so to play the part I went 
to a thrift store and purchased an Elk Grove Cheer Dad shirt. It’s 
all pretty believable with the accompaniment of my beard. I don’t 
have many complaints with the beard, aside from children being 
afraid of me and it being a pain to shave. Nevertheless, it’s worth 
it.”

On that note, Eagles, appreciate the beard society, for one day 
you may find yourself amongst them. 

Senior Michael Taylor boldly grows where no 
high schooler has grown before. 
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Senior Benn Giziki proves that 
high schoolers can look mature. 

“Friendship isn’t about 
whome you have known 
the longest... Its about 
who came, and never left 

your side.”
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