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Once again, it’s been a long, roll-
er-coaster season for the men’s varsity 
tennis team here at EC. Playing gru-
eling matches around the Sacramento 
area and practicing nearly every school 
day, the boys involved put in countless 
hours into making themselves and their 
collective team better. Their season is 
going well so far, and the team has 
achieved their goal: qualifying for the 
sectional playoffs.

Mens’ tennis makes a racket for competitors 

Wyatt Taylor
Blue Ranger

Athletic scholarships are the goal 
of every college bound athlete. Not only 
do they get to play the sport they are pas-
sionate about semi-professionally, they 
are able to attend college at a reduced 
price. This year, several El Camino ath-
letes have received scholarships to vari-
ous universities around the country.

Senior Dakota Armour was one 
of these athletes, getting a partial schol-
arship to play soccer at St. Mary’s Col-
lege of California, an NCAA Division I 
school. 

“I got scouted around October… 
They [the scouts] came and watched 
me play. Then I went on an official visit 
[to the campus], where the athletics of-
fice offered me a scholarship.” Armour 
was offered a partial scholarship, which 
included three quarters of tuition, ac-
cess to sports specific gyms and training 
facilities, first pick at classes, and early 

Student Athletes at El Camino score athletic scholarships

There’s a lot to learn from tragedy. The most 
resonating lessons have personally stemmed 
out of the Boston Marathon bombings – and 

how to become stronger.
Over a year ago, two young Eastern European broth-

ers detonated two bombs near the finish line, killing three, 
injuring sixteen, and leaving millions of people every-
where in peril and shellshock. A tradition on Patriot’s 
Day, where the city of Boston rejoices in celebration of 
patriotism and freedom, it suddenly turned into a violent 
nightmare. Nothing would be the same.

Living three thousand miles away, I had no direct 
connection to the suffering happening there. However, 
my mom hails from Massachusetts, and Boston is a be-
loved city in our hearts. My heart broke when I first heard 
the news, and a piece of me died that day. Once I arrived 
home from school, I hugged my mom and we collectively 
shed tears to fill the Charles River. Our closest friends 
asked us if our family in Boston was okay. Physically, all 
of us were “okay.” Emotionally, we were wounded.

Over the past year, we witnessed the great city of 
Boston heal and come together – they lived through the 
motto of “Boston Strong.” A few days after the event, 
Boston Red Sox designated hitter David “Big Papi” Ortiz 
spoke to 38,000 Red Sox fans attending the first home 
game since the tragedy. His words would start a fire of 
pride and courage that still remain fueling:

“These jerseys that we wear today, it doesn’t say, 
‘Red Sox.’ It says, ‘Boston.’ This is our f***ing city and 
nobody is going to dictate our freedom. Stay strong.” The 
Red Sox would go on to win the World Series that Octo-
ber. Some call it fate. Even fate couldn’t explain what it 
really was and give it justice – a piece of the healing pro-
cess. Once again, the magic of sports unleashed its power 
to bring a community together.

Just as I thought the story of Boston Strong couldn’t 
amaze me anymore, nor make me cry every time I hear a 
victim’s recollection of the bombings and how they have 
to live with their injuries forever, it did.  April 15, 2014 
proved me wrong. By that time, every survivor was hon-
ored, along with all the doctors, police (including the one 
killed in a standoff with one of the bombing suspects), first 
responders, and the families of the victims. I was moved 
by the resilience of the survivors and I will be forever.

But I digress. There is a lot to learn from these events. 
There is light out of the darkest events. Don’t let anything 
stop you from your goals. Never be afraid to take solace 
in those closest to your heart. The most important one of 
all, stay strong.

Because of the Boston Marathon bombings, my life 
has changed. I joined cross country so I can work my way 
to actually qualify and run the Boston Marathon, even if it 
takes me forty years. I’ve decided to find a way to return 
to Boston for college to witness Boston Strong for myself. 
I want to do anything I can to help, for the city of Boston 
is my inherited home and it holds as much a special place 
in my heart as here in California. I want to see, feel, and 
be Boston Strong.

Following winning two of 
their last three matches (on three 
consecutive days, nonetheless), 
the boys’ record stands at 6-3. 
This great performance is typi-
cal of the team, which has a tal-
ented, deep roster, as usual. 

Junior Jenner Anderson 
feels good about his squad’s 
playoff chances. “I think we 
can do well,” he stated, “if ev-
erybody brings their A game. 
We have potential.”  The boys 
should find success if they play 
consistently well, as they have 
done over the course of the sea-
son. Playoff accomplishments 
would be excellent for EC to rev-
el in the team’s collective glory. 
        Senior Jordan Vick is 
optimistic about his season so 
far. Vick thinks that “we have 
been playing very well as a 
team.” He has noticed “massive 
improvements all around from 
me to the rest of the team.” He 
is positive toward the future of 
the season as well, expecting 
to “do as well and be the best 
player that [he] can be.” 

Tennis team members have 
differing views on their most 
enjoyable moment of the sea-
son. Though match play against 
rival schools can be fun, Vick 
describes his best moment this 
season as the team’s bracketing 
tournament, which determines 

the rankings of each player on 
the team and if they play sin-
gles or doubles matches.

Anderson took a more tra-
ditional approach upon being 
asked to share his favorite mo-
ment. He enjoys the success of 
winning more than anything 
on the court. Anderson added, 
“joking around with teammates 
is enjoyable as well.” 

 However, Junior Nathan 
Libertowski wasn’t able to pin 
down his favorite experience to 
just one. He stated that “our best 
moments are probably when we 
help each other out on and off 
the court. Sometimes some of 
us might get a little frustrated, 
but we always work together to 
overcome that.”

Libertowski sees improve-
ment in his play throughout 
the season, saying that he has 
gained valuable experience 
since being a beginner at the 
commencement of the season. 
He aims not to win at all costs, 
rather, to “try and enjoy my-
self as much as possible when I 
play.” 

Overall, the boys’ tennis 
team has showed compatibility 
and team chemistry so far in the 
season, en route to sectionals. 
Hopefully, they can progress 
far into the playoffs before end-
ing their stellar year. 
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David Spivack (Varsity) reaches for a serve.

choosing and move-in dates for housing. 
These benefits can also be increased de-
pending on athletic success. He adds “I 
didn’t think I was going to get that much 
because they are a really good program, 
but I’m ready to go play.”

Senior Erika Bennett is another 
athlete receiving an athletic scholarship. 
However, hers is not through a school, but 
rather a private organization. The Morton 
Golf Association has granted her a five 
hundred dollar scholarship to play col-
legiate golf at Sacramento City College. 
Somewhat unusually, she was offered the 
scholarship back in her sophomore year.

“After my last golf tournament [in 
sophomore year], they came and talked 
to me, and offered to show me around the 
campus. It was kind of weird because I 
was just a sophomore at the time, and I 
thought I was more of a soccer player. 
But, as golf became a bigger part of my 
life I realized that I should take them 
[Morton Golf] up on their offer.”

For some athletes, though, their 

sport of choice may not have many 
scholarships available. If the NCAA does 
not include their sport, and there are not 
many private organizations handing out 
money, there are other benefits students 
can try for. Senior Cameron Wiggins, 
who plans on playing rugby for St. 
Mary’s, has experienced this firsthand. 
While rugby is not an NCAA sport, it is 
still quite popular in college. Athletes like 
him are able to benefit in other ways. 

“I got recruited by [St. Mary’s] af-
ter my coach introduced me to the coach 
there.” Wiggins states. “I planned on ap-
plying there but didn’t expect to get in. 
Since I was recruited, they gave me help 
with the admissions process. I still had to 
do everything myself, but they gave me 
a lot of advice, even if they couldn’t of-
ficially give financial aid.”

This year, El Camino has had some 
impressive athletes, and with the aid they 
have received, they will be able to go on 
to continue doing what they have worked 
so hard for at the collegiate level.


