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Russia: “Crimea River” 

I     want to take a quick moment before we dive in 
here to thank our soldiers, the ones overseas, 
here at home, and the ones that never made it 

back. 
It’s because of their brave sacrifice that I am able 

to talk about whatever I want in this column, and it’s 
because of them you are able to read it. Again, God bless 
our troops.

Have you ever been there? Where you just have to 
stop and stare and think, “Dang, this is beautiful.”

 I’ve been there a few times, where a sight just takes 
your breath away. 

It was in the late afternoon as the sun was sinking 
evermore over a small hill, in the bed of a pickup truck, 
looking across a large open field. The Sutter Buttes sat 
miles away, but were perfectly clear on that February 
night. 

I was with my father, and we had set up two plastic 
chairs in the back of his pickup, grabbed a couple of 
drinks, and sat and just enjoyed the setting sun. 

Let me tell you, the reds and oranges of the sky 
that night screamed color, and the breeze added to the 
already mountain smell that was omniscient across the 
property. 

You see, I had gone to Smith & Smith Ranch for 
over 11 years now, hunting and working in the hot sun of 
summer, or in the cold mornings of winter. What I have 
never seen though, was this view. 

On the clearest of nights, I sat back in that plastic 
chair with Hank Williams Jr. softly strumming in the 
background, and thought, “Dang, this is beautiful.” 

Have you ever been there? 
As a hunter, I am very blessed to have the opportunity 

to see and experience God’s creation that many others 
don’t. 

On spring mornings during turkey season, I wake 
up before the sun and walk to the base of some oak tree, 
and watch the birds and other wildlife wake up from the 
night’s sleep. Then the sun makes its way up from the 
east, and the cold of the morning will slowly inch into 
the warm day. 

“Dang, this is beautiful.” 
 I guess what I’m trying to get at is, that I’ve spent a 

lot of weekends waking up early and experience nature 
during hunting. 

But you don’t have to be hunting to have a “Dang” 
experience, or work on a ranch, or be fortunate to have a 
father as a best friend. 

I’ve never seen that view before, the Sutter Buttes 
so clear with the sun escaping in the west, and I have 
been on that property for a millennium. 

You will be surprised on the views that this world 
will throw at you, whether across an open field, a city 
park, or on top of the highest peak on this earth. Go 
have a “Dang” experience, you will not be disappointed. 
That’s all for me in this issue. 

God bless the USA, God bless our troops, and God 
bless El Camino.

Yuliy Tsymbal
Yuliander Caesar

The European nation of Ukraine managed to capture 
the world’s spotlight in early January and hold onto it. The 
President of the United States became concerned himself, 
leading to stalemate 
phone calls between 
himself and Vladimir 
Putin. The United Na-
tions met with the sole 
intention of reversing 
the crisis in Ukraine. 
How did this rather 
peaceful country sud-
denly put the entire 
world in tense rela-
tions?

Everything spi-
raled downward when 
the government of 
Ukraine ignored the 
majority, who desired 
to join the European 
Union (EU). The EU would offer more economic free-
dom and independence for Ukraine. The president at the 
time, Viktor Yanukovych, was instead considering joining 
Russia’s Customs Union, in which Ukraine would remain 
economically dependent on Russia. Following violence in 
Kiev, Yanukovych fled his office and gave up power to the 
Ukrainian Parliament. Regardless of the progress made, 
riots continued to break out in Ukraine. 

Once Yanukovych was removed, a poll was held  for 

the purpose of determining Crimea’s fate, whether that 
be with Russia or Ukraine. Crimea voted to join Russia, 
and Putin was quick to follow up on the referendum, an-
nexing Crimea on March 21. These events did not occur 
without bloodshed and more violence. In Crimea, Ukrai-
nians against the pro-Russian movement were threat-

ened, humiliated, and beaten. 
Beginning in April, armed 
pro-Russian separatists seized 
government buildings in Lu-
hansk, demanding another 
referendum for their region. 

Senior Everett Mistch-
enko stated, “Obama is no 
longer the most powerful per-
son in the world – Putin is. 
He should have sought other 
options than restricting Rus-
sia’s economic power, as that 
did not change Putin’s mind 
on Crimea. ”

The United States has 
made many efforts at quell-

ing the crisis in Ukraine, in-
cluding economic sanctions targeted at Russia, meetings, 
and warnings of future consequences. Russia stubbornly 
pressed forward with the annexation of Crimea, ignor-
ing the world’s pleas to let it go. With tension building in 
Luhansk, the world must respond in a harsher manner to 
prevent Russia from annexing again. 

Currently, enough Russian military stands on the bor-
der of Crimea to conquer Ukraine in three to four days. 
What is to stop Russia from annexing all of Ukraine? 

Militarily, the odds are not in the favor of Ukraine.
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Beware of the Google Glassholes!
Caitie Towne
K-Towne

Open to the public for twenty-four hours on April 
15th, Google Glasses sold for $1,500 each. Previously 
marketing to developers only, Google has now expanded 
its “Explorer” title to include those among the everyday 
folk - if such a person was willing to fork over that kind 
of money for a product that is essentially still in Beta test-
ing and has made cause for tickets for distracted driving, 
removal from restaurants, and derogatory nicknames.

“Glassholes,” as testers of the product are often 
called, are obviously not liked by the public. Complaints 
have arisen about privacy, since photo and video can be 
taken without the knowledge of anyone but the wearer of 
Google Glass. Advertised for athletes and chefs and other 
such people with professions that take up their hands, this 
product may very well not be for public use as of yet. 
However, people are able to get them placed on a pair of 
normal-looking frames with their prescription.

The frames were “free to go with the unit,” droid-life.
com said, which means the Google Glass by itself costs 
$1,500. “All colors are available, which includes Red, 
White, Shale, Black, and Blue,” droid-life.com added, 
referencing to the newer, more attractive frames Google 
released them with. 

“They remind me of Cookie from Ned’s Declassified 
School Survival Guide,” said Freshman Mary Bawolski, 
laughing. The iconic character was known for his com-
puter glasses and nerdy style. However endearing Cookie 
was, though, Google Glass gets a bad rap, wearers being 

deemed “creepy” and “segregationist.” 
“People would assume you’re apart of some kind of 

government conspiracy,” Bawolski said, “you wouldn’t 
be really approachable.” 

However, people are approached all of the time - just 
not in a very friendly manner. Explorers re-
port being attacked in public; asked 
to remove their new technology in 
bars, restaurants, and theaters; and 
told that they are “killing the city,” as 
Sarah Slocum reported to the Los 
Angeles Times after she had been 
accosted.

“I would not personally 
invest in them,” c o m m e n t e d 
Senior Rowan Clark. “They would be distracting, and 
not the greatest use of my money.” 

This brings the conversation back to reports of tick-
ets for distracted driving. As dangerous as texting while 
driving can be, Google Glass is like having your phone 
constantly held in front of your face. While it is not rec-
ommended that Explorers wear the Glass while driving, 
or during dates or anything of the like, there are bound to 
be some people who do so. 

Will people become mindless zombies too absorbed 
within their technology to interact with people? Despite 
the fact that Google Glass was invented to make it easier 
for people to multitask and spend more time focused on 
their work or play, when available to the public, they may 
very well become the next tech addiction. Is this what the 
future holds?
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