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This year, for all those seniors wanting to kick back and relax a little longer over sum-
mer, they may just get the chance. Within the University of California (UC) colleges, all 
of the schools on the quarter program, as compared to the semester based colleges, have 
moved back the start of the fall 2014 school year. 

The start date used to be in the beginning of September but due to complaints by a 
religious group the date has been moved back to October 2nd. This change will set seniors 
from EC on a four month summer break for those going to the select colleges next school 
year. Though a longer summer seems like a great idea, it also has consequences, not least of 
which being at least a week less of vacation time during winter break. 

The reasons for this surprising change were complaints lodged by the Jewish faction 
of UC students who celebrate their holidays such as Rosh Hashana around the time of the 
previous start date. Certain traits of the workload that is required for attending classes and 
subsequent university affairs go against a rule of the Jewish community’s partaking of the 
traditional holiday that lasts for several days. On the other hand, the opposing students to 
the revision of the start date in the UC schools have taken up a petition requiring several 
thousands of student votes in order to conserve the original date for the years to come. 
Sophomore Parker Saput agrees that the change wouldn’t be fair to the larger population 
of students. These UC students feel that the week of time cut from winter break conflict with 
many students’ abilities to work during this time for jobs outside of schooling, as well as 
disturbing their necessary time needed to decompress after school finals.

Only three percent of UC students identify themselves as Jewish, not exactly a large 
portion of the student body. A fact which the defenders of the old provisional beginning 
make clear to how the benefits of the new date to this small sized group are also likely 
adversely harming a larger number of college students by shortening their winter break. At 
Change.org there is a petition for UC students to sign up to push the spring break back so 
that the winter break will be able to take up another week for the one it lost. The petition 
requires 50,000 votes for it, and so far the organizers of the petition have raised over 30,000 
towards their goal.

No matter who the winner of this battle may be,  it’s commendable that the University 
of California system is showing its support for minority religious groups and trying its best 
to provide for all of its students, not just the majority. Nevertheless, it is ultimately up the 
students to decide.
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SAT going back to black

Theo DeRosa
Honorary Senior

College-bound fresh-
men and sophomores will be ec-

static to learn of impending changes to 
the king of standardized testing: the SAT. The 

College Board, which runs the SAT, announced on 
March 5th that it would be bringing substantial changes 

to the SAT in a couple of years. 
 Beginning in the spring of 2016, the 2,400-

point scale will be reduced to its prior maximum of 1,600, with 
sections for “evidence-based reading and writing” as well as arithme-

tic, and an optional essay to be scored separately. All penalties for guessing 
incorrectly on multiple-choice questions have been eliminated. However, simpli-

fying the test is not necessarily the goal of the College Board officials. College Board 
President David Coleman stated to CNN that the exam has been revamped to stop students 

from simply guessing on questions: “ We are not interested in students just picking an answer, but 
justifying their answers.”

Though many are disappointed that the changes were not made in time for them to take the test, Junior 
Lauren Farley, who has already taken the test, is ambivalent. She thinks that the SAT’s changes “would just increase 

the competition of already competitive schools because if it is easier, more people are going to do better and colleges are 
just going to raise the standards.” On the other hand, Senior Shayne Hawthrone is critical of the impending modifications. She 

questioned the “drastic” reduction of the point scale by 800 points because it could “set lower standards for the next classes taking it.” 
The sweeping changes to be made to the SAT can be seen a part of a widespread movement of change throughout the U.S. educational system. 

Schools are moving away from STAR testing to a new epoch of the Common Core standards, which is to be based more on practical, real-life situations. After 
all, life is signified by change. The SAT as we know it is just another part of high school, and its redesign is aimed to be a helpful manifestation for younger students. 

Seniors and juniors, on the other hand, are challenging the fairness of this change that fails to serve in their favor. As the adage goes, “life isn’t fair. Deal with it.”

management is honestly the key to life, not just high school. Keeping your body and mind happy is essential to being prepared to take on all the work high school de-
mands.”

Lin is planning to attend Thurgood Marshall College at the University of California, San Diego, where she will major in Public Health. She is a Regent’s 
Scholar and will be going to college with a full-ride scholarship. 

Taylor, though ecstatic to receive such an honor, is certainly not surprised to be on the list of Valedictorians. He is a well-known academic 
mastermind around the school, and can often be seen helping others with schoolwork or going out for a run for his own benefit.Taylor partici-
pated in Men’s Tennis, track, karate, and cross-country, as well as Science Bowl, Science Olympiad, Black Tie Club, Asian American 
Alliance,  Newspaper, and CSF/NHS. Yet with all of these involvements, he claims to have only lost “sleep and sanity.” Though 
Taylor may have become slightly insane, he states his social life actually improved as the years went on. “I’m definitely 
still pretty introverted, but I’m more social now,” he said.

Of his regrets in high school, he could name off only one: not doing sports earlier. “Freshman year I wasn’t 
really sure what I wanted to do, so I didn’t do anything. I wish I had done sports though, because they 
keep you in good shape and really give you a sense of community.”

Taylor attributes his ability to balance commitments as knowing when and what to priori-
tize. “There are some things you can put off and some you can’t,” he said. “Everyone 
is going to slack off, but there’s a point where you may not be able to catch up. 
Know where that point is.”

Taylor will be attending California Polytechnic State Universi-
ty, San Luis Obispo, this coming fall and intends to major in 
Chemistry.

All three students trod different paths in high 
school and will again forge their own trails 
when they graduate. Even so, it can be 
assured that no matter where they 
go or where they end up, 
they will continue to 
thrive.
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