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Four score and seven years ago - or perhaps not 
all that long ago - the Class of 2014 trooped 
through the inviting doors of El Camino Fun-

damental High School for the first time, freshmen to the 
core with grandiose visions of the coming four years. As 
it often does however, time has flown by with incredible 
speed, shrinking four long years into four short weeks. 
Come June 3rd, El Camino’s senior class will render one 
final salute to the Home of the Eagles (or Seagulls) before 
taking a giant leap into the abyss of “the real world.” Re-
gardless of the path that one chooses to pursue after grad-
uation, each and every senior has surely left their mark on 
this fine school in one way or another. Whether you were 
that kid who ran his PE mile like it was the 1964 Olym-
pics, or the one who always maxed out the breathalyzer at 
every school dance, or the guy that every other AP student 
“borrowed” work from, you won’t be forgotten by your 
peers for one fundamental reason. Like soldiers pinned 
down in the same muddy foxhole, we’ve been collectively 
“under siege” by both good times and bad for the past four 
years, uniting us as a sturdy graduating class. 

Stress is no doubt one of the greatest catalysts for 
this common bond between our departing seniors. From 
the infamous World War I diary, to the cyclopean Shake-
speare Research Project, and everything in between, there 
have been far too many all-nighters pulled by the Class of 
2014. Taking to Twitter to curse projects that should have 
been started two weeks prior, even reproachful, sleep-
deprived tweets have spawned some laughs and fellow-
ship. Far graver things, however, have really brought out 
the caliber of our class. Mr. Dingman’s tragic and unan-
ticipated passing last December left the entire school reel-
ing, particularly his current English 4 students. Looking 
around school that first Monday back, the student body 
was in a state of complete disarray. What many people 
didn’t foresee though, was the way in which not only the 
senior class but the school as a whole was able to rise out 
of such despair as a stronger, allied community.

The senior spirit, however, has not been limited to 
times of sorrow and despair. Through Friday night foot-
ball games, invigorating band concerts, and the many 
dances and rallies produced by our industrious Student 
Government, the school has taken great strides forward 
as a whole with the senior class leading the way. This 
pronounced sense of community and citizenship will no 
doubt serve the seniors well, whether they be bound for a 
university, serving in the armed forces, or following their 
own path. Other lessons, I fear, have not been touched 
upon as heavily. Community service, for example should 
be performed for the benefit of the community, not purely 
for swaying college admissions boards. Careers should be 
sought based on interest, not the salaries they shell out. 
Challenge yourself for your own betterment, not to get 
ahead of your peers. America always comes first, and un-
less Meg Whitman steps up to bat again, be sure to vote 
Republican. On that note El Camino, don’t just have a 
great life, have an American life.       
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After four long, arduous years, graduation is finally 
within sight for El Camino’s Class of 2014. Now that 
state-mandated public education is over however, what 
should one do with him or herself? Thankfully, the most 
popular option for graduating high school seniors is to 
continue their education at the university level, the av-
erage college student striving for at least a bachelor’s 
degree. Yet, there is a growing altogether erroneous be-
lief amongst America’s youth that a college education 
is losing it’s luster. With overcrowded classrooms and 
constricting education budgets coupled with middle class 
families hit hard by the economic downturn, it’s under-
standable that many might be reevaluating the wisdom 
of investing in a college degree. Nonetheless, the simple 
truth is that in a steadily growing technological world, 
there simply is no substitute for a degree in today’s job 
marketplace. 

According to the US Bureau of Labor Statistics, there 
is an approximate $20,000 dollar difference in average 
income between college graduates, and those with only a 
high school diploma. Although it is possible to make a de-
cent living without an official college degree, those jobs 
are rapidly shrinking as more and more employers add 
university education to a growing list of prerequisites. In 
days past, it was possible to go straight from high school 
to a steady blue collar job and still support a modest fam-
ily. An assembly line worker at the Ford plant might not 
have died a rich man, but he certainly had enough to get 
by. Thanks to the advent of robotic technology and ris-
ing taxes imposed on manufacturers, these humble jobs 
are now being outsourced overseas, or being eliminated 
altogether. 

In some cases, even a 
four year degree is not suffi-
cient, making college an even 
greater necessity. One young 
man in Michigan spent seven 
long years attaining college 
and then law school at the 
prestigious University of 
Michigan before graduating 
with a law degree. The econ-
omy was in such a sorry state, 
however, that he was forced to 
move back in with his parents 
and work menial oddjobs in 
his small hometown. The ben-
efit to such an unfortunate 
tale though, is that as swiftly as the economy sank back 
in 2007, it is expected to reach an unprecedented high 
within the next few years as the Baby Boomer genera-
tion reaches retirement age. That being  said, a myriad 
of professional and technical careers will suddenly open 
doors of opportunity for aspiring young people seeking 
to fill the shoes of their departing predecessors. Educa-
tion though is an essential prerequisite that many capable 
young people are taking lightly, or failing to complete 
altogether. The best course of action, therefore, is surely 
to pursue a university education, setting one’s self on the 
right path to become the next generation of contributing 
American citizens.  
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For millions of graduating high school seniors, the 
prospect of college looms large. Many of these young 
adults are faced with an incredibly decision that, for most 
of them, has already been decided: whether or not to 
go to college. It seems like a relatively straightforward 
choice, since grade school, college has been the goal for a 
majority of American students. Parents, teachers, strang-
ers on the street all have driven home the idea that college 
is the most surefire way to obtain a stable job, and with 
it achieve financial stability. Some would even label it 
as the modern American Dream for students to attend a 
prestigious college, Ivies preferred; graduate with a mar-
ketable degree, preferably in a STEM field, of course; 
and acquire a killer job that pays six-figures straight out 
of college. For modern students that is the dream that has 
been preached to them way back to when they were still 
learning their ABC’s. Sadly, for many, this is simply a 
fleeting illusion. 

Much of the problem concerning college and high-
er education is that a significant number of high school 
graduates are simply not ready for it. The simple fact is 
this: Students around the ages of 17-18 are compelled to 
make college decisions that will have an undeniably sig-
nificant impact on the rest of their lives. Enrolling in a 
college is all fine and dandy, but crippling student debt a 
decade or so later is not. A large number of people default 
on their loans; this can be especially difficult on individu-
als who drop out of college, out on thousands of dollars 
and still without a degree. 

Concerning the job market, it is pretty clear that the 
nation’s market has not been able to supply fitting jobs to 

college graduates. 
It is more common 
nowadays that 
recent graduates 
are unable to find 
jobs that pertain to 
their major and a 
shocking number 
are working jobs 
that actually do 
not require a four-
year education. 
For these count-
less young adults, 
college was pos-
sibly a bad invest-
ment, a gamble 

that did not pay off. A better alternative could have been 
to learn a trade, perhaps not as glamorous a route as the 
four-year (read: six-year) college degree, but at least they 
would have a job.         

As one could guess, most of this depends on the stu-
dent in question and their personal motivation and ambi-
tion. A bright, inspired, hard-working student who wish-
es to become a scientist, doctor, or lawyer should most 
definitely strive for the required degree that will facilitate 
the granting of their occupational dreams. However, this 
is certainly not the case for a number of students who 
would be better off forgoing a four-year degree in favor 
of other plans.  

College? Or nahhhhhhhh?
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