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In this society, high school graduation has come to 
serve as the event which best symbolizes the transition 
from childhood to adulthood. A great amount of this dis-
crete metamorphosis occurs over these often entertaining, 
occasionally bizarre and undeniably interesting 4 years. 
Through all the trials and changes, successes and adversi-
ties, perhaps we have learned something about ourselves, 
each other and the world at large.        

Ultimately the past eight semesters have not been about 
test scores, the amount of touchdown passes thrown, or ex-
tra credit points earned. That would be just as misplaced as 
determining   the value of of our future lives by the amount 
of guest bedrooms our homes hold or by the size of our 

Christmas bonuses. No,  when it is all said and done , we will 
not remember the material, but the faces, words, and places 
of our past that delivered us meaning. The past few years 
have been about the interior dance between the receding yet 
powerful desires of youth and the less passionate but more 
mature demands of responsibility. These are the years where 
our coveted dreams crash upon the shores of reality. Where 
we determine what we can’t leave behind and what we won’t 
take forward. Where the value of friendship proved to be the 
only tonic against the cruelty of disappointment and despair. 
As we transformed from impossibly obnoxious freshmen to 
somewhat less obnoxious seniors, the realities of life we had 
always dismissed as tomorrow’s worries became today’s re-
alities. 

The life we have grown accustomed to is now over, nev-
er to return, soon to become yellowed pages in the archives 
of our lives.  We are now all in a possession of a more com-
plete freedom of self. Freedom to create, plan, test bound-
aries, settle down, jump into to the abyss of the unknown,  
and take risk. Freedom to stagnate, wither, and fade. This 
is the reality of life. Action is a necessity. Nothing is given. 

Self-ownership grants every human life with an unfathom-
able amount of value. With this value comes the burden of 
responsibility and the anxiety which invariably follows the 
decision making process.  

Soren Kierkegaard, an 19th century Danish philoso-
pher, stressed the importance of tackling the unknown with 
vigor. His famed quotation “To dare is to lose one’s foot-
ing momentarily. To not dare is to lose one’s humanity.” 
impounds the importance of not sleepwalking through life 
but instead embracing the challenges we face with cour-
age and vigor. When Big Daddy Kane, rap icon, proponent 
of the flat top hairstyle, and noted philosopher in his own 
right released the blazing single “Ain’t No Half Stepping” 
in 1988, he promoted the same vibrant attitude towards at-
tacking everyday life that Kierkegaard did. These two men 
both held in common the idea that authentic success can 
be attained only once the shackles of doubt cease to chain 
one’s dreams. 

These thoughts reinforce the necessity of action. Every 
single person sitting down below me, regardless of GPA, 
SAT scores or number of twitter followers  has something 
beautiful to contribute to the world, something irreplace-
able and wholly unique.  Regardless of what was, what 
will be is unwritten. Class of 2014, standing together for 
the final time, ready or not, now we take that jump into the 
unknown. Kinda fun, isn’t it?  

Annie West
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El Camino Fundamental High School was founded in 
1950 and ever since the construction of Eagle field in 1954, 
later renamed Abbott Field in 1973, each qualified student 
has taken part in the  graduation ceremonies held at the end 
of the year. 

However, renovations are scheduled to occur this 
spring/summer to the stadium, including installing an all-
weather track and a turf field. As a result, this year’s Gradu-
ation ceremonies have been moved to an alternative loca-
tion. 

The Class of 2014 will graduate in Downtown at the 
Memorial Auditorium on June 3rd.  This graduating class 
will be the first since the class of 1954-1955 to graduate 
elsewhere than the field since the field had not been con-
structed yet.

Students in the senior class are deeply angered that the 
Class of 2014 doesn’t get to partake in the tradition ceremo-
ny. In response, the faculty assured that it is determined to 
make the ceremony at Memorial Auditorium resemble previ-
ous ceremonies as much as possible. The gauntlet of teachers 
lining the pathway as the students walk to their seats will be 
in place. In addition, students still get to choose their walk-
ing buddy and pick the teacher that reads their name as they 
walk across the stage. 

Senior Samantha Earl foresees graduation “as feel-
ing repetitive; a lot of middle schools graduations are held 
at Memorial Auditorium so it won’t be as special. It’s not 
the kind of graduation they [students and families] look for-
ward too, and we won’t actually be saying goodbye to OUR 
school.” Other schools do in fact hold their Graduations at 
Memorial Auditorium as well; the morning of June 3rd before 
El Camino’s ceremony, Rio Americano will hold their gradu-
ation ceremony. 

The Class of 2014 endured several large changes 
throughout the years that  tend to land either right before 
they affect them or right after they would. The required SRP 
and JRP were discontinued right as the 2014 class became 
juniors, much to their satisfaction. Classes like AP US His-
tory and Honors World History canceled huge projects or 
summer work the year after the current seniors completed 
the classes - a poorly timed change. 

But with every change comes mixed reactions. Senior 
Alex Spackman thinks graduating at Memorial Auditorium 
is “cool because it will be indoors so no one will have to 
worry about the sun or weather. Also, the Memorial Audito-
rium is a lot nicer than the football field.”

This change of venue will affect each student differ-
ently. For those who didn’t enjoy being an eagle or taking 
pride in El Camino, graduating elsewhere may not matter. 
Yet, for others who truly had “Eagle Pride”, they may be 
feeling the opposite. 

“I could see how some families or people that are really 
involved with the school would be upset about this. Espe-
cially the kids who played sports on the Eagle field, they 
would have more of a reason to be upset. I never really liked 
this place so I don’t care” Says Spackman.

Either way, the Class of 2014 is diverting from the av-
erage graduation ceremony in return for the school’s ath-
letic facilities getting updates they greatly need. “Kids who 
really liked the idea of belonging to the school’s history and 
the legacy behind it will be upset, but I think they need to 
respect the fact that a new field is being built and that’s sim-
ply the time set for the construction. They should look at it 
in a positive way, because all of the kids graduating after us 
will have a nicer field to graduate on and all the athletes will 
have access to nicer facilities” says Spackman.

So by not being a part of the history of Abbott field 
and walking where the thousands of other El Camino gradu-
ates walked, the Class of 2014 will just have to leave their 
legacy in a different way.

The Class of 2014 may not be graduating according to 
tradition, but perhaps by doing so, they will leave a legacy 
unlike that of any other class.
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El Camino’s class of 2014 to break a 59-year-old tradition
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