
I  have learned this at least by my experiment; that 
if one advances confidently in the direction of his 
dream, and endeavors to live the life which he had 

imagines, he will meet with a success unexpected in 
common hours.” — Henry David Thoreau 
 If there is one thing I am the most terrified of in life, 
it is that –as prepared as I can make myself for the real 
world coming out of high school—I will strut out into 
the barbarity and brutality of the modern world with my 
knees shaking and an inability to take what I’ve learned 
these last four years. Everyone leaves high school on a 
different path, some intertwining and others straying far 
from everyone else’s. The beauty within the end of high 
school is this golden opportunity to take a clean slate ask 
yourself Who? What? When? Where? Why? and How?  
 It’s confusing, taking these baby steps into the un-
known, but the next phase of life comprises primarily of 
discovery. The following questions are that of the type 
of inquisitions that stop to make you reevaluate who you 
are now and who you want to be. 

•What are you pretending not to know? 

•Why don’t you do the things you know you should be 
doing? 
•Are your “shoulds” getting in the way of your happi-
ness? 

•If you achieved all of your life’s goals how would you 
feel? Would you stop there?

•What did I learn today? Who did I love? What made 
me laugh?  

•If you weren’t scared of anything what would you do? 

•If you were dying, what is the first thing you would 
do?  

•Should you be focused on yesterday, today or tomor-
row? 

•What/Who did you make better today? 

•What do you need to make it happen?
 
•If we could wave a magic wand and do anything to-
gether, what would that look like?  

•How would your role models act and carry them-
selves? 

•What else? 

 So amongst the confusion and disillusionment of 
emerging into a new environment, with the goal of dis-
covering who we are along the path of following our 
dreams and reaching our goals it is important to stop 
and inquire, What else?
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 In November of 2013, Disney released Frozen, 
a computer-animated film that starred Idina Menzel 
and Kirsten Bell as two princess sisters. The Dis-
ney adaptation of a Hans Andersen’s work, The Snow 
Queen, quickly won over the hearts of critics and movie-
goers as it soon claimed the spot for highest grossing ani-
mated film of all time. Soon after watching Frozen, hordes 
of teenage girls took to Twitter, Facebook, and other social 
media sites heaping accolades upon the movie. Some even 
stated that it transcended the classic movies created dur-
ing a time period called Disney’s Renaissance Era. This 
so-called era between the years of 1989 and 1999 spawned 
quintessential Disney films such as The Little Mermaid, 
Beauty and the Beast, Aladdin, The Lion King, Pocahon-
tas, Mulan, and Tarzan. Since the Disney Renaissance Era, 
Disney has adopted computer animation and joined with 
Pixar on several occasions to produce films such as Toy 
Story, Finding Nemo, and Up. Look, to even put Frozen in 
the same sentence of some of these movies is ridiculous. 
 While computer animation may be all the rage these 
days, it simply cannot touch the quality and crafts-
manship of a work such as The Lion King or 
The Little Mermaid. While the medium 
is the same, it can hardly be fair or 
sensible to compare a movie from 
the Disney Renaissance to Fro-
zen based on artistic merit. It 
would be like comparing 
the Mona Lisa to a graphic 

drawn up in Microsoft Paint. While the graphic may look 
cool and whatnot, one simply cannot compare the two on a 

scale of artistic value. Concerning entertainment 
value however, the ballgame changes signifi-
cantly. Here one can subjectively assess a 
modern film such as Frozen to one from the 
Disney Renaissance. 
 Senior Amelia Easterbrook says, “I 
don’t think it’s fair to compare the two. 
Older disney movies are classics. On the 
other hand I thought frozen was great, 
people just made a huge deal out of 
it which got annoying. ”One place 
where Frozen might have a slight 
edge over a film from Disney’s 
Renaissance is the soundtrack. 
Let It Go has become an instant 
classic with nearly all who hear 
it. Idina Menzel contributes 
her Broadway experience to 
the piece that definitely ex-

udes that theatricality expected from her. The message 
is equally powerful and inspirational, a testament to self-
confidence and self-worth. 
 The accompanying songs in Frozen, while slightly 

crowded out by Let It Go, are similarly impressive. 
Despite being one of the best animated movies from 
2013, Frozen simply cannot come near to the pol-
ish, prestige, and societal significance as the films 
from the Disney Renaissance. By no means is this 
the fault of Frozen itself, but rather the simple fact 

that the bar is set much too high.         

Annie Lin
Linderella

The piercing brown eyes… The rugged yet irresistible 
beard and moustache… The slow smile… One utterance 
of his name - James Franco - and fangirls sigh and ponder 
the lengths they would go to just to meet the famed actor 
from Freaks and Geeks. Few are lucky enough to snap a 
selfie with him, but even fewer are as fortunate, or misfor-
tunate,  as getting a personal invitation from the celebrity 
himself on of all places, Instagram. According to Buzz-
feed, a Scottish 17-year-old visiting New York recorded 
a video with him at a fan meet and posted it on Insta-

gram. Franco asked her to tag him, 
which isn’t too suspicious, until 
he began to ask her questions 
like “You’re 18?”, “Who are 

you with?” and “How long 
are you in New York?” 

The conversation was 
shifted off Instagram 
to private texting, in 
which Franco contin-
ued his interrogation 
and even suggesting 
that he rent a room 
(Buzzfeed). Franco’s 
advances, especially 

towards an underage girl, have created quite an outrage as 
many view his actions as an attempt at exploiting a minor 
for sexual purposes, something that is obviously against 
the law. 

Senior Emily Hermann, a huge fan of Franco since 
his Freaks and Geeks days, was “disappointed that such 
a good role model in our society would do a thing like 
this,” but still remains a loyal fan. Furthermore, she thinks 
that “it is frustrating that things like this happen almost 
everyday and it’s only been exposed in this occasion be-
cause he’s famous.”Although many think it may have been 
a nasty prank crafted by a skilled hacker, Franco did send 
pictures of himself as proof not only once, but twice, the 
second time even with a sign with the girl’s name on it. 
Further corroborating the authenticity of it.

Many, including Hernandez, are not buying this at-
tempt of just shrugging the controversy off; she believes 
that “it was not right for him to continue to ask [the girl] so 
many personal questions.”Despite the controversy around 
Franco’s indiscretion, most fangirls put in the same situ-
ation would undoubtedly have a tough decision on their 
hands. Hernandez, who is not as large of a fan of Franco, 
confesses “If I was in [the girl’s] situation, I don’t think 
I would have continued to flirt with him. I guess maybe 
just a little bit, but after that, I would think he was being 
inappropriate.” 

“Well I think I speak for the majority of the female 
population when I say I’d be sprinting to that hotel,” Her-
mann says shamelessly. 

So, ladies, what’s the verdict?

 Franco finds fault in fornication fiasco

Frozen Faces oFF in Disney Debacle
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