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 Controversial Gun Shootout

Collegiate clutter
Madison Morita
Editor-in-Chief

Nothing quite beats the feeling of coming 
home to get the mail and finding letters ad-
dressed specifically to the high school student 
who is only used to receiving texts and instant 
messages. A rush of excitement fills one up, 
having no knowledge of what it could be, what 
it could say, or what it could offer. The excite-
ment immediately leaves and is replaced by an 
overwhelming feeling of world-weariness: it’s 
just another useless letter from a college never 
before heard of. 

“The colleges probably got my informa-
tion and address from the PSAT and the col-
lege forms I got in math,” said Junior Wyatt 
Taylor. “I’ll look into their letters if the col-
lege interests me, but if I’ve never heard of it 
or if I don’t plan on going there, I won’t look 
at them. If I’m interested in a college, I can 
look up the information by myself; I’m not 
going to be more inclined to go to a college 
because they send me a letter or two.” 

Indeed, this seems to be a sentiment 
shared by many that receive the college mail. 
If one was interested in a college, they could 
very well just hop onto their computer and 
research it themselves. Not only may one be 
able to get a more thorough search of things 
in colleges that are personally interesting, but 
one may also decrease the waste of useless 
college mail. 

“I was looking at a college in Hawai’i just 
out of curiosity and it asked for my email and 
address, and ever since I’ve been getting a lot 
of mail from them, so I think that a lot of the 
colleges probably got my address from the in-
ternet,” said Senior Brittany Crary. “I would 

Yuliy Tsymbal
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 Every year, several El Camino students bring 
alcohol onto campus or to an after-school activity. Stu-
dents get creative and try to conceal alcohol in contain-
ers such as water bottles and soda cans and may even 
hide the alcohol by mixing it with another liquid that is 
less suspicious, such as soda, juice, and even milk.  
 Students bring and drink alcohol on campus for 
various reasons. Some students do it to escape domes-
tic affairs, while others might do it to show off to their 
peers.  
 Junior Domonique Sacré said she believes one 
of the main reasons is “They want to act cool; I know 
this because the majority of students who do things like 
this boast of it.”  

Students drink to “YOLO”

Matthew Bollinger
Staff  Writer

 In recent years, a new and certainly disturbing 
trend has descended upon this great nation. Lacking 
any form of reason or logic, mass shootings are rapidly 
becoming a frequent occurrence on a national level. The 
record amounts of violence in the modern world has led 
many Democrats both in and out of Congress to call for 
a plethora of new laws aimed at suppressing firearms as 
a whole, but specifically those labeled by the govern-
ment as being “assault weapons.”  
 Despite the seemingly unanimous feeling 
among the Democratic Party that passing such ridicu-
lous laws will somehow stamp out future mass shoot-
ings, or even reduce crime as a whole, many feel that 
such legislation would not only fail to remedy the situ-
ation, but through the widespread suppression of gun 
ownership in law-abiding circles, things would actually 
take a turn for the worse.  
 After a tragic incident involving high-powered 
firearms, such as the Aurora shooting, it’s a common 
reaction to hone in on the instrument used to commit 
the crime rather than the individual behind the gun. 
It’s almost as if because the man was in possession of 
a firearm, he was driven to go on a shooting rampage. 
Of course, the blame for their crimes lies with society, 
which failed to shield them from the evils of owning a 
gun, right?  
 When asked if strict gun control would cut 
down on shootings, Junior Raymond Barsch answered, 
“Although it might reduce the number of shootings it 
might not reduce the number of deaths. It could shift 
from one means of killing to another. Or you could just 
get a gun illegally.”  
 The fact of the matter is, if somebody is bent 

on murdering an indefinite number of complete strangers, they hardly need a gun to accomplish the task. In the 
hands of a crazed lunatic, a car, large knife, axe, chainsaw, etcetera would have similar effects. As a consequence 
of these shootings, many ill-informed individuals regard areas with few firearms among the citizenry as being 
considerably less violent compared with locales in which guns are a popular asset. Surprisingly enough, states with 
a Shall-Issue policy have significantly lower crime rates.  
 For example, the State of Florida had a murder rate 36% above the national average in 1987 shortly before 
carry reform was initiated. By 1991, that same murder rate was 4% below the national average, thanks to legisla-
tion that allowed law abiding Floridians to carry their guns as they saw fit. Meanwhile, residents of Washington 
D.C. were prohibited from owning a handgun under the Firearms Control Regulations Act of 1975. It’s no wonder 
that the nation’s capital was dubbed “The Murder Capital.”  
 When asked if he was surprised by the above data, Junior Everett Mistchenko proclaimed, “I’m not sur-
prised that places like Texas have less crime, because criminals are bullies who back down when they’re outnum-
bered and outgunned.”  

 As one can clearly see when comparing the freedom of Florida to the downright oppression running 
rampant in the District of Columbia, gun ownership by law abiding citizens strengthens communities. Criminals 
would much rather burglarize a home or rob an elderly woman where the chances of encountering an armed citizen 
are virtually nonexistent, places such as Washington, D.C. This principle is precisely why enacting harsh anti-gun 
legislation is never an appropriate answer when addressing rising levels of violent crime. 

Students who participate in this felony do so 
because they like the adrenaline rush; additionally 
because they think getting known throughout the 
school drinking on campus would increase their 
social standing. There are varying viewpoints on 
this. Sacré believes “it’s stupid because they could 
get caught and it is dangerous, but I think that’s why 
they would do it.” She also explained that her friend 
has mixed chocolate milk with vodka to bring it to 
school.  
 The 6 periods of the regular school day can 
be hard to get through, so some teens think it would 
be easier to bear with sips of alcohol. Though bring-
ing alcohol to school provides adrenaline due to the 
risk, Domonique advises “don’t come to school.” 
 This issue with alcohol always brings 
trouble to teachers, students, and the whole school 
in general. Parents have to be contacted, which is 
pleasant neither for the parents nor the administra-
tion. The student has to be suspended, which puts 
them behind and whoever they were working with. 
Conferences are made for students and parents and 
meetings have to be scheduled to find ways to keep 
alcohol out of schools.  
 Senior Jade Nitsos said, “They’re stupid 
to do that, they give the school a bad name.”  
 Two years ago, a department at EC suf-
fered with this problem. After an incident involving 
students bringing alcohol and getting drunk, every 
single student lost special privileges they were 
initially provided with by the department, such as 

 “I believe that responsible people 
with good intentions should have the right 
to bear arms,” exclaimed Junior Chloe 
Farr.  
 Because criminals operate outside 
the bounds of the law, their gun posses-
sion would not be affected in the slightest. 
Therefore, the outcome of passing more 
superfluous gun laws and by further ham-
pering the process of owning a gun, the 
government would succeed only in making 
its citizens much more vulnerable to crime.  
 In the wake of tragedies unparal-
leled in grief and destruction, the logical 
question to ask would be how such perni-
cious killers could be permanently con-
tained. Yet how does one annihilate such 
men? By surrendering the entire nation’s 
right to bear arms, effectively throwing 
oneself at their mercy? Some might an-
swer yes. Or, should this nation take steps 
to educate the population on responsible 
gun ownership?  
 Please do not buy into the 
unproven claim that restricting firearms 
amongst honest citizens will alleviate 
rising crime rates. The vast majority of 
gun owners in America are law abiding 
citizens, while a very small percentage are 
criminals who are in illegal possession of a 
firearm.  
 And because such people will 
always exist in society, gun ownership 
should not become a government privi-
lege, but remain a natural right enjoyed 
equally amongst all honest citizens. 
 

Contrary to popular belief, the claim that “Guns don’t kill people. People kill people” still stands true.
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never want to go to Hawai’i for college, but I like look-
ing at the stuff they send me. I have a set college I want 
to go to, but if I don’t get in, I need alternatives. So the 
mail is definitely useful.” 

While the alternative plan is definitely one that is 
encouraged by counselors and advocated by Seniors 
going through the application process, the idea that the 
mail is useless still stands. While one may need back-
up plans if not accepted into their number one choice 
college, they can research potential colleges online 
instead of reading a postcard from a college that, while 
nice, will not even be considered in terms of applying. 
The receivers will still only look into colleges that they 
had already known about. 

“I only read the mail from the colleges I was 
already interested in and then looked more into their 
information from there,” said Senior Kelsi Camacho. 
“If it wasn’t mail from a good college or one that I had 
heard about before, I just throw it away.” 

While mail is nice to receive, pointless letters from 
colleges barely receive a second glance before being 
thrown away. So, do the trashcan a favor and look up 
the colleges online.        
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El Camino Varsity Football starts the 
season off right, with a standing of 4 

wins and 1 loss.
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Link Crew is the missing link between 
the Freshman class and Upperclass-

men.

Recumbent Bikes wheelie their way 
into becoming a mainstream mode of 

transportation.
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Korean pop hit “Gangnam Style” 
takes over the world with mad moves 

and attitude.

Students show their discontent towards college mail.
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“Drinking” continued 
on Page 3

A student shows the effects of the “YOLO” mantra.
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