
I have always been proud to call myself an 
American, but fear that America has grown 
weaker within the international community; 

a result of decisions made to foreign policy over 
several decades. Since the end of WWII and 
the start of the Cold War, the United States has 
been reluctant to engage its enemies when they 
threaten its sovereignty. A prime example of 
this passive policy is the case of the USS Pueblo 
(AGER-2), a US Navy intelligence-gathering 
vessel illegally boarded and seized by the North 
Koreans on January 23, 1968. To this day, the 
Pueblo remains docked in North Korea as a 
museum ship, the only U.S. Navy vessel held 
captive by a foreign country. The North Korean 
seizure of the vessel is arbitrary and unwarranted, 
yet the federal government’s failure to retrieve or 
destroy such a valuable intelligence vessel is worse.  
	 There	is	a	significant	pattern	concerning	
incidents such as the Pueblo Affair; all of them 
occur under the watchful eye of a Democratic 
president. For example, the US Embassy in Iran 
was overrun and held hostage while Jimmy 
Carter stood by and wrung his hands. The day 
Ronald Reagan was elected president, those 
hostages were on a plane home. Following in 
the Democratic tradition of appeasement, Barack 
Obama has proudly joined the ranks of his forbears 
after failing (miserably) to address the crisis in 
the Middle East that was apparently started over 
a YouTube video deemed “offensive to Islam.” 
Even if this were true, the Libyans response to 
this “grave offense” was still contemptible and 
gratuitous. In response to this “video,” a large 
group of Libyan “protesters” stormed the United 
States Consulate in Benghazi armed with RPGs 
and other various small arms, forcing the consulate 
staff to evacuate and resulting in the deaths of 
four Americans, including the US Ambassador 
to Libya, J. Christopher Stevens. As if this tragic 
outcome wasn’t enough, embassies around the 
world in primarily Islamic countries have also come 
under attack; thankfully, only the Libyans have 
been able to pierce the security of our diplomatic 
missions. So how exactly does Obama handle this 
situation? Does he send in the cavalry, or devise a 
plan to seek reprisal for this reprehensible assault 
on sovereign US territory? Of course not. Instead, 
the producer of the video supposedly responsible 
for the entire affair, Nakoula Basseley Nakoula, 
has been arrested for “parole violations.” Rather 
than punish the individuals clearly responsible 
for such an atrocity, the government lets one man 
shoulder the blame, regardless of the fact that under 
the First Amendment, he committed no crime. 
 The needless death of four Americans 
and the current state of the Middle East leads me 
to believe that our president “condemning” this 
attack from the comforts of Washington, D.C. 
His failing to penalize those truly responsible 
will set a terrible precedent for future assaults on 
American diplomacy. If cowardly terrorists think 
they can get away with burning down embassies 
and murdering the American staff, they will do so 
without giving it a second thought. This domino 
effect is precisely why we must strike back against 
these monsters, though not necessarily a military 
operation (although if one was launched, I wouldn’t 
oppose it). The government should start by cutting 
off all aid to the Middle East (excluding Israel of 
course). Without billions of American dollars, 
the region would be brought to its knees before 
Christmas. Next, revoke all visas issued to the 
rarefied	monarchs	of	Middle	Eastern	countries,	
as well as their visas for all Western countries. 
Trapped in their own hellish domain, those lofty 
oil barons would give in before their economies. 
Travelling privileges could be restored after they 
gained control over the rebellious masses in their 
respective countries. These measures, considered 
extreme by many Americans themselves, would 
clearly deliver the message that the United 
States does not back down when provoked. 
 By developing a policy of appeasement, 
the United States makes itself vulnerable to attack 
by losing the respect of allies and enemies alike. The 
government,	specifically	the	Obama	administration,	
must alter its ineffective foreign policy and confront 
those responsible for a demolished consulate and 
four American deaths, rather than apologize on 
their behalf. If we hope to win the War on Terror, 
we must prove to our enemies that we will not 
respond to their attacks by lying down as we have 
regrettably done in the past. Every day, North 
Koreans chuckle to themselves as they board our 
ship docked on their shore. How long will it be 
before terrorists laugh at the thought of an American 
“retaliation,” or has that already happened? 
 
 
 

Mr. Right S ide 

 For many Americans, the realm of physics is 
about a cringe worthy as, say, pleasantly discovering 
Starbucks doesn’t carry ones favorite drink of choice 
anymore. Nonetheless, there are a wide range of scien-
tific	discoveries	that	one	might	not	consider	a	“miracle	
of science”, rather a household staple. Take for example 
the microwave, the lightbulb, and the sugar substitute 
Sweet	N’Low	or	Splenda.	These	findings	would	not	be	
classified	as	outrageous	inventions,	because	they	are	so	
commonly used now and seen almost every day. While 
this	may	be	true,	any	new	obscure	findings	in	science	
are usually looked over and intrigued at for a slight 
period of time, and then either forgotten about or too 
radical to mean anything applicable in people’s lives. 
 That’s where the Higgs boson Theory comes 
into play. Recently, experiments at the Large Hadron 
Collider (LHC), located at the CERN headquarters in 
Geneva,	Switzerland	have	conducted	studies	to	find	
whether this nicknamed “God particle” truly exists. 
And what exactly is the Higgs Boson? The simple 
definition	would	start	with	the	Standard	Model	used	
by particle physicists. This elegant theoretical model 
provides a framework for our current understanding 
of forces of nature and fundamental particles. A ma-
jor factor in this model is a hypothetical, ubiquitous 

quantum	field	responsible	for	giving	particles	their	masses.	
This field, commonly known as “Higgs Field”, holds 
what professors of physics at the Santa Cruz Institute for 
Particle Physics at the University of California at Santa 
Cruz believes to be the Higgs boson. A tiny particle that 
would explain how any particle has mass. But does it exist? 

 According to European Organization for Nu-
clear Research (CERN) Director General Rolf Heuer, 
“We know everything about the Higgs boson except 
whether it exists. We can settle this Shakespearean 
question–to be or not to be–by the end of next year.” 
 At El Camino, students are apprehensive to 
believe such claims. Many ration that a finding with 

Higgs Boson: the next tiny ‘big thing’

 
 Do you want Taylor Swift to come 

to El Camino? She could be coming to El 
Camino in October. There is a contest for 
her to come and perform at one high school 

Taylor Swift: Sparks Fly at El Camino

The El  Camino Boosters  is 
an important asset to the school 
because it  provides support for 
student activities such as dance, 
cheer, band, and many more. It also 
supports over 40 sports teams at El 
Camino. The Booster Club funds 
scholarship  suppor t  to  s tudent 
athletes of El Camino. Events like 
All Night Grad and Every 15 Minutes 
happen due to Boosters. Athletic 
programs, college scholarships, 
and expenses to sustain the sports 
f ields are also provided by the 
funding from the organizat ion. 
 The support  of  s tudents 
a n d  p a r e n t s  h e l p s  t h e  s c h o o l 
b e c o m e  b e t t e r.  S t u d e n t s  c a n 
support El Camino by going to 
more sports games and cheering 
their fellow students on. Junior 
Celine Earnhardt has been on 
the Water Polo team for 3 years. 
“We need more students to support 
and cheer us on at games,” said 
E a r n h a r d t .  “ We  p l a y  b e t t e r. ”  
 S t u d e n t s  a t t e n d i n g  t h e 
games help encourage the players to 
do well. In addition, when students 
or family members purchase spirit 
i t ems ,  i t  p rov ides  funding  for 
the Booster Club to make things 
possible for the sports teams. An 
easy way to support the Boosters 
i s  to  buy t -shi r t s ,  sweatshi r ts , 
stadium seats, etcetera at all home 
football games to earn more money. 
T h e  B o o s t e r  C l u b ’s  b i g g e s t 

fundrais ing event  is  the  Chari ty 
Bingo. Every Tuesday, Wednesday, 
and Thursday night, volunteers host 
the evenings at the Bingo Hall. The 
volunteers do various jobs such as 
selling cards or verifying the winner. 
 A  f e w  o t h e r  i m p o r t a n t 
fundraisers are the Crab Feed and 
c a r  w a s h e s .  T h e  B o o s t e r  C l u b 
could always use more volunteers 
to work at these events and help 
t h e m  b e c o m e  m o r e  s u c c e s s f u l .  
Wi th  more  encouragement  f rom 
students  and parents ,  El  Camino 
sports teams, clubs, and activities 
wil l  have better  opportunit ies to 
succeed. This will benefit the school 
as a whole. The Booster Club can 
help pay for sports equipment, new 
uniforms, sports tournaments out 
of  town,  f ie ld  maintenance,  and 
fieldtrips. When students and family 
members support the Booster Club, 
in whatever way possible, it helps 
s u s t a i n  t h e s e  p r i v i l e g e s .  M a n y 
schools  do not  have the support 
of a group of passionate parents. 
 Wi t h  t h e  a s s i s t a n c e  o f 
s t u d e n t s ,  f a m i l y  m e m b e r s ,  a n d 
faculty, the Booster Club can gain 
m o r e  a t t e n t i o n  a n d  h a v e  m o r e 
funding. Students should support 
El Camino and do everything we 
can to improve programs the school 
offers to its students.  With these 
programs s tudents’ l ives  wil l  be 
a f f ec t ed  and  can  r ecogn i ze  t he 
b e n e f i t  o f  t h e  B o o s t e r  C l u b . 
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El Camino is in a serious spirit depression. 
Almost no one dresses up for spirit days now.   
Students participating in Student Government are 
almost certain to dress up for spirit days whereas 
the other students at El Camino are not as likely 
to. Spirit days are different each day of the week, 
including examples such as ‘little kid day’ and 
‘safari day.’ On rally days, the spirit day usually 
has something to do with the rally that happens 
after fourth period.  Class shirt days happen 
only when the rally does not have a specific 
theme. On the day of the Twirp and Mardi Gras 
rally, the spirit day on Friday will always be 
Mardi Gras and pink versus blue respectively. 
 The three main reasons for the dislike 
of rallies is that they are too cheesy, loud and/or 
because the rally takes up to fifteen minutes of 
lunch. Junior Cody Eddenfield is an example 
of a student at El Camino who dislikes rallies 
for one of these three reasons. He said, “I would 
enjoy them more if they were shorter or if lunch 
was extended if the rally went into lunch.” 
 Then student government introduced 
the idea of spirit points at the first rally. So far, 
this idea has been pretty successful. However 
students are wondering if it will continue next 

year or not. Spirit points are earned either by winning 
various events that are held during rallies or by 
being the class that has the highest percentage of 
people dressing up for spirit days. 1st place in either 
of the two ways to earn spirit points gets a class 
seventy-five points.  2nd-last place in any event 
gets fifty, twenty-five, and zero points respectively. 
 Junior Keema Whitelaw, who was 
the one to have the idea of spirit points in the first 
place, suggested it to the other members of student 
government several weeks before the rally occurred. 
“I have high hopes for this new concept of spirit 
points to succeed, but in the end I believe it is up to 
the individual to decide whether or not to be spirited, 
because you can’t force them to be”, she says. 
 The class with the most spirit points at the 
end of the year wins a free barbecue. If the seniors 
win, they would get two end of the year barbecues, 
one for the most spirit points and another for just 
being seniors. This might seem unfair to the freshman 
through juniors however, so the seniors should 
get a different award for getting the most spirit points. 
 It might be possible that the teachers 
are trying to have the seniors win since the seniors 
got first place in the three events that the teachers 
chose who won. Junior Ellen Sorenson in 
response to this idea said “I think the teachers are 
trying to have them win but they will only do it 
at the first and last rally,” she says because she 
believes those rallies are the most senior-oriented. 
 
 

EC’s Lack of Spirit
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or college in the United States. 
 Senior Savannah Millard 
said, “There are lots of schools, all 
over the nation. After you vote, there 
is a picture of all the high schools 
and colleges participating. We [the 
Band Council] didn’t start the whole 
thing, we are just promoting it.” 
 Not only will she come and 
perform for us, but $10,000 will also 
be donated to the music department. 
With that being said, more than 
just	Taylor	Swift	 fans	 benefit	 from	
the contest. The students involved 
in music (i.e. band, choir, etc.) do 
too. If the music department has 
more money, their performances 
might be better, which would be a 
change for the audience. Overall, it is 
beneficial	to	a	lot	of	different	people. 
 Freshman Maylin Guida 
said, “Taylor Swift is an amazing, 
talented singer and I love all her 
songs. $10,000 being donated to 
the music department would be 
awesome. It would allow us to have 
more fun events be able to get buses 
for far away concerts and trips, and to 

Boosted support at EC

Matthew 
Bollinger

provide a better variety of instruments 
for people who rent from the 
district.	The	money	would	definitely	
help the music department.”  
 There’s a contest you need 
to vote in for Taylor Swift to come 
and perform at El Camino and 
for $10,000 to be donated to the 
music department. To vote, you just 
have to go to taylorswiftoncampus.
com and sign in through your 
Facebook. Put in the required 
information in the boxes and click 
vote. Anyone can vote, so tell your 
friends and family about the contest. 
You can vote every day as well. 
 Freshman JT Hart said, 
“I think the contest is pretty cool. 
I didn’t vote because I didn’t 
have the time. If I did have time, 
I probably would have. Taylor 
Swift is cool, she has good music.” 
 Most people have heard 
of Taylor Swift. You probably have 
too. If you haven’t, she is a 22-
year-old country/pop singer and 
songwriter. She has released three 
albums,	her	first	when	she	was	only	

this much significance would be talked about in 
the news daily if it actually held any importance. 
 “It would definitely be a discovery of a 
lifetime,	 but	 at	 the	moment	 I	 find	 it	 hard	 to	 believe	
such a thing actually exists. It’s still such an unknown 
branch of science. There are still so many ques-
tions to be asked” said Senior Jordan Klagenberg. 
	 Will	this	discovery	be	as	significant	as	Newton’s	
Law of Universal Gravitation? During the 1600’s, many 
considered Newton’s Laws as meager, at best, explana-
tions, and were regarded with trepidation.  However, 
his work now governs modern physics and is viewed 
with complete reverence. 20 years from now, will people 
note	this	“God	particle”	a	part	of	everyday	significance?	 
 “I think in the long run this particle will 
have	 significance.	 It	 could	 end	 up	 being	 something	
comparable to Newton’s work. In the end though, who 
knows if something people claim to go faster than the 
speed of light actually exists” said Junior Matt Smith. 
 As exploration continues over this tiny particle, 
everyone can agree on one thing- if the Higgs Boson 
does exist, the world of modern physics will change 
forever.  The researchers at CERN note that the scien-
tist	who	can	first	claim	discovery	of	the	Higgs	boson	
“could easily earn a Nobel Prize for the breakthrough”. 

16 years old. Her fourth album, title 
“Red” is coming out on October 
22. Many of her songs have been 
popular, including “Love Story” 
and “Mine.” “We Are Never Ever 
Getting Back Together” is her current 
hit. Taylor also sang two songs for 
The Hunger Games soundtrack, 
“Safe and Sound” and “Eyes Open.” 
She has won many awards and 
performed at a lot of award shows. 
She has sold over 20 million albums 
and 33 million singles worldwide. 
 Voting is quick and easy, 
so if you love Taylor Swift, or want 
$10,000 for our music department, 
you	 should	vote.	Or	maybe	you	fit	
into neither of those categories but 
you have friends who do. Either way, 
voting is something you should do. 
 Lots of people have been 
voting for El Camino to be the 
winner of the contest. Will we win 
and have Taylor Swift come and 
perform for us, not to mention 
have $10,000 donated to the music 
department? Only time will tell. 
 

T-Swift flashes her pearly whites.
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The 16 mile-long research center for Higgs Boson.
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