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El Camino opens up about closed-campus policy

Texts and 
emails replace 
dinner dates

“Handwriting” takes on a whole new definition 

Allison McAdoo
Staff  Writer

The words “online dating” tend to 
call to mind things like eHarmony, des-
perate middle-aged singles, and stalkers.  
What one rarely thinks of are teenagers 
and young adults dating over social 
networks such as Facebook. There’s 
been a recent switch over the last five 
or so years from face-to-face relation-
ships to ones that happen through text 
and the internet. Many teens will meet 
someone, get their number, add them on 
Facebook or another site, and never see 
them in person again… yet they man-
age to wind up in a relationship with 
that person; one comprised of flirty text 
messages and late night chats online.

 Senior Shalynn Ekopak, who met 
her current boyfriend over YouTube, 
said, “At first, I thought [online relation-
ships] were silly and you shouldn’t really 
trust them, but now I think it allows for 
more open communication.” Ekopak 
and her boyfriend have not spent all that 
much time together in person, yet she 
says they are really close and talk all 
the time. For most people, the concept 
of dating someone over the internet is 
foolish and would never work, since it 
seems one is more apt to lie in a relation-
ship when there is no visual connection. 
However, dating someone that you don’t 
see does open a few doors for a better re-
lationship. It allows for more time to be 
spent talking, considering it’s easier to 
send a text or an IM than it is to clear out 
space from a busy day to see someone.

As always, there’s a darker side 
to every plus: Junior Paige Laird said 
that other than it just being easier to 
handle a relationship that way, “It’s 
honestly partially just people being 
lazy. It’s easier to not spend money or 
time, and just do something effortless.”

Everyone knows someone like that: 
a person who sends a flirty text rather 
than actually calling someone, or asking 
them out on a date.  Instead of creating a 
relationship based on what one knows of 
a person in real life, they fall for words on 
a screen when they can’t see the person 
behind the words. Then, when things 
go sour in that relationship, they have 
the same problem of a lack of personal 
communication…leading to an uncom-
fortable, awkward online break-up.

Senior Thomas Humphries tried 
to explain what it was like for him, 
“It puts you in a dark state, where 
you weren’t important enough to do 
it person…it’s more painful over text 
than it is in person [since] you can’t 
really fight back online or in a text.”

 Both Laird and Humphries agreed 
that having a relationship online tends 
to boost confidence and overall bold-
ness in action and emotion. However, 
relationships that happen online also 
have something that happens in person: 
a physical distance. What would be a 
normal conversation between them in a 
chat-room suddenly becomes an intense 
semi-silence that isn’t easy to breach. 

While having a conversation with 
someone in person, one cannot simply 
rely on just their words and their inten-
tions to derive their meaning. Instead, 
one must look at how they say it, their 
faces when they say it, and the per-
son you know they are. Online, it can 
be difficult to tell all of these things, 
since it can’t be seen. Dating some-
one online when one never sees them 
in person is dangerous, according to 
Humphries, because “At some point, 
you get torn from who you really are.” 

Kasey Hegelein
Staff  Writer   

 As you may have noticed, some 
students write things on their hands. Maybe 
it’s to remind themselves of something they 
have to do later. Maybe they’re just bored 
in class. It can be a helpful reminder to 
remember that you have an extra practice 
after school, or you need to bring your math 
book the next day. 
 Writing down things you need to 
do on your hand or arm is a good way to help 
remind you of what you need to do. If you 
don’t have a piece of paper handy, and you 
don’t have anywhere else to write it down, 
writing it on your hand or arm is a good 
idea. Knowing you need to remember to do 
something and not having anywhere to write 
it down is hard. Scribbling it down on your 
hand seems to be the perfect solution.  
 Sophmore Katie Yaminishi said, “I 
write on my hand, only for reminders though. 
It’s an efficient way of reminding me of things 
that I have to do. It’s also something that’s 
always right in front of my face so I won’t 
forget about it. I think it’s an appropriate way 
of reminding yourself of important things 
that you have to do, but you shouldn’t write 

out the whole thing, 
just brief notes. Also, doodling or excessive 
amounts of writing is a little extreme in my 
opinion.” 
 Reminders aren’t the only things 
people write on their hands. Games are 
popular too, such as having a friend write 
a time on one side of your hand and the 
name of a member of the opposite sex on 
the other. If you look at the name before the 
time, you have to ask them out. A silly game 

Califoria lawmakers afraid to gun it

 Imagine leaving 4th period 
with a sense of weightlessness in the 
surroundings. Time stretches out and 
the option of leaving the campus to 
grab a bite to eat or to relax for an 
hour is present. One could unwind 
for a time before returning to the 
grueling last two periods of the day. 
Unfortunately, this is no longer an 
option, though it once was.  
 Why is El Camino closed-
campus now? It functioned once here, 
so why could it not function now? 
Could it be a lack of trust in today’s 
generation? 
 While the teenagers today 
certainly do have a tendency to live 
by “YOLO” and throw caution to the 
wind, there can hardly be that much 
trouble to get into in just a mere hour 
or hour and a half off-campus. Yes, a 
majority would most likely be leaving 
the school and the school would 
still be responsible for them, but if 
granted this privilege, the high-school 

students would also hopefully realize 
the implications it would have to leave 
campus, and say, become intoxicated.  
 Not only that, the open-campus 
could prove beneficial to the academic 
side as well. When students are not 
allowed to fully unwind and breathe 
after four stressful periods, they, as a 
result, do poorer in their 5th and 6th 
periods. By having an open-campus 
and longer lunch period, students may 
let go of the anxiety from their previous 
classes and be able to focus on the next 
two classes, instead of carrying all the 
stress from the day. With less tension, 
the students will be less exhausted 
and be able to more fully comprehend 
the material presented to them in their 
last periods. As a result of this, the 
test scores from class to class could 
increase. 
 A counter-argument could 
be that students would abuse these 
privileges. There is no doubt about 
that; teenagers will not hesitate to do 
this. But not all teenagers and high-

school students can be defined simply 
as “privilege-abusers” and left at 
that. Yes, some students would take 
advantage of this opportunity, but a 
vast majority would not. There do exist 
the responsible and level-headed high-
school students that can make good 
choices, and they are the norm now. 
And if one would still have second 
thoughts about this, the lunch period 
could be made open-campus solely 
for upperclassmen, or maybe even just 
Seniors. 
 Could the open-campus rule 
perhaps bring in unwanted guests? 
With an open-campus lunch period, 
students might bring their friends or 
even random people may show up 
on campus. Would this mean that 
the school would need to hire more 
security to enforce the safety around 
campus? Everyone was shocked when 
the school had enough money for 
renovations, so money for frivolous 
security would be completely out of the 
question. And if students left, would 

there be a guarantee that they’d come 
back? By the students not attending the 
last half of the day, the school could 
potentially lose a lot of money. In both 
cases however, the only real solution 
would be a certain level of trust. The 
administrators would need to trust 
that the students, possibly just Senior 
students, would have the maturity to 
not bring unregistered visitors and that 
they would come back in time for 5th 
period. 
 With all said and done, the 
administration has good reasons for 
keeping the lunch period closed-
campus. The safety and attendance 
of the students is of the utmost 
importance. However, with a 
higher level of trust in at least their 
upperclassmen students, there would 
definitely be benefits for El Camino 
from having an open-campus lunch, 
such as a more energetic and eager 
to learn student body during 5th and 
6th periods. It’s certainly an idea to 
consider. 

in the opinions of 
some, but popular 
nonetheless.
Games like these 
involve writing on 
your skin, same 
as writing out 
reminders. While 
the reminders can be 
helpful, the games 
aren’t as beneficial. 
Some people find 
them entertaining.  
 But seeing as 
writing all over your 
skin isn’t the best 
thing to do, you 
might want to do it 

only when you have to. It won’t kill you, but 
it’s not the best choice either. “The majority 
of highly toxic chemicals used in pens and 
pencils (such as lead in pencils) have been 
removed for precisely this reason and to 
prevent children from inadvertently poisoning 
themselves. Thus writing on yourself 
occasionally is unlikely to cause any major 
damage,” said healthguidance.org.  
 Freshman Emma Wahlquist said, 
“I write on my hand to help me remember 

things. Little important details I need to know 
now. Writing with a Sharpie isn’t cool though. 
Just a pen that will wash off easily. It’s a little 
reminder-not a fake tattoo.” 
 Sharpie pens are not good to use 
for writing on your hand. They are not meant 
to be used on skin, but then again, neither is 
any other pen unless it specifically says it is 
meant for skin. The chemicals in a Sharpie 
are not good for your skin, and some believe 
that they can cause cancer, although this has 
not been proven. Sharpie pens say non-toxic, 
but it is only non-toxic for items like paper, 
cardboard, etc. It is toxic for your skin. 
 Sophmore Claire Scranton said, 
“I sometimes write on my hand, memos 
that help me remember things. It’s all on 
the inside of my hand. Writing up your arm 
just looks bad. I also put a reminder on my 
phone, or write it on a sticky note that I’ll put 
somewhere I will see it. Writing on my hand 
helps me remember what I need to do because 
I remember that I wrote it.” 
 Overall, writing on your skin isn’t 
a terrible thing to do. It’s not the best thing to 
do to your body, but it won’t kill you either. 
Writing things every day all over yourself is 
a lot worse than a few small reminders every 
once in a while. 

James Harrell 
Staff  Writer

California is a beautiful state.  
Its people, its cities, its culture. Such an 
amazing place, and yet year after year, 
laws oppressing California citizens passed 
by its state legislator (also known as 
“Nanny Laws”) are a little concerning. 
This year, California passed a bill outlaw-
ing the open carry of long guns: shotguns 
and rifles.  A year before that, California 
passed a law banning the open carry of 
pistols. The term “Open Carry” in Califor-
nia means the person carrying the firearm 
must have it visible at all times while the 
firearm is unloaded. Many California gun 
owners opposed these bills.  When they 
protested with unloaded pistols at their 
sides, California banned the open carry of 
pistols. When protesters showed up with 
long guns, at California’s capitol, the legis-
lature banned that also.  
 Sophomore Sam Feineh said, 
“Imagine how different it would be if 
there were no gun laws, and everybody 
would be able to own a gun. California’s 
laws need to be revised to allow citizens 
to exercise their basic right of owning 
a handgun, while finding a balance so 
people wouldn’t feel that their rights are 
infringed.” 
  A bill sitting on the Governor’s 
desk right now is a bill that will ban “Bul-
let Button” guns. These firearms allow you 
to remove the magazines with a button on 
the outside of the firearm, like the AR-
15. Removable magazines were already 
illegal, and now, California wants to ban 
all styles of drop-magazine firearms.  It’s 
all the little stuff that works its way up 
the chain. Can’t do this, can’t do that.  
Lawmakers are slowly stripping away our 
Second Amendment rights, and will have 

them gone if they have their way.  
In our society, guns have been painted as 
some evil weapon of mass destruction that 
the bitter-clinger rednecks use to harm in-
nocent people.  
 Senor Nick Tolbert said, “It’s 
the people behind the guns that do the bad 
things. It’s all about the politics. Since guns 
have been seen as bad, politicians want 
to get voted into the office for power, so 
they wave their anti-gun flag.”  We see the 
power of greed comes into play. Politicians 
don’t see what the average person needs 
in the world, and with that power they can 
change or make laws in a heartbeat.  
 Senior Brenden See said, “The 
more they [California Law makers] limit 
the average person, the more people who 
normally won’t break the law will, and 
criminals have the upper hand over a 
citizen.” There is much good in guns. Why 
did the Founding Fathers make the Second 
Amendment? They knew that without guns, 
the people really had no more power. Look 
at King George and the past. The Founding 
Fathers knew that if a government ruled 
by the people could certainly be ruled by 
one person in a heartbeat if the government 
infringed on those rights completely.  
 Also, taxing the ammo we use, 
the guns, the tough market climate in the 
state drives away revenue, businesses stop 
coming to California and people stop buy-
ing non-essential items. It all starts with the 
politics, and where do the politicians start? 
Gun laws. A Nanny State is what California 
is. It’s why they take away guns. Why the 
legislature takes them away; it is their true 
motivation behind it.  Your opinions on 
guns are your own, but open your mind to 
the possibilities that the past, if not learned 
upon, is bound to repeat itself. 
 
 

Like many hand-artists, Allison McAdoo passes the time scribbling away
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