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Netflix is an overwhelming 
luxury, allowing thousands of 
movies and TV shows to be ac-
cessed by the touch of a button. 

Drive is a sexy thriller (di-
rected by Nicolas Winding Refn) 
about Ryan Gosling, a stuntman 
by day, getaway driver by night. 
His life is fairly one-dimensional, 
down to his name, Driver (or “kid” 
by his mechanic/agent/manager 
Shannon, played by Breaking 
Bad and Malcolm in the Middle’s 
Bryan Cranston). 

That is, until he meets Irene, 
his single-mom waitress neighbor 
played by Carey Mulligan. 

Well, single that is until her 
husband, Standard (Oscar Issac), 
comes home from prison. Eventu-
ally everything blows up in Driv-
er’s face when he breaks his rules 
of anonymity and gets involved in 
Irene’s life, getting him in some 
serious trouble with Mob bosses 
Nino (Ron Pearlman) and Bernie 
Rose (Albert Brooks). 

Eventually he finds there is 
more to life than driving, but that’s 

not even the reason to watch the movie.
The intro scene is textbook, drawing 

the viewer in and amazing them all at the 
same time. 

The movie relies on mood, allowing 
the viewer to really experience life from a 
different perspective entirely. As such, the 
entire movie you feel like you’re living life 
with the feeling that that you know some-
thing nobody else knows. 

It relies on the belief that, “less is 
more”, and focuses on the viewer’s mood 
and trying to make us feel something. 

The plot gets complicated when Stan-
dard is forced to rob a pawn shop to get 
even with people who he owes money to, 
a job in which Driver gets pulled into be-
cause he cares for Irene. 

The movie suddenly takes a turn for 
the more violent, having Gosling suddenly 
turn into a cold-blooded killer, brutally 
murdering people with his bare hands.

The movie also features a perfectly fit-
ting soundtrack, allowing the mood to sink 
in even more without the viewer realizing 
it. 

The movie focuses on giving Driver 
more of a persona than a personality, from 
the opening lines describing his code, and 
telling us he never carries a weapon. He’s 
the antihero we all root for, protecting those 
he loves but still pulling jobs on the side. 

He also has a certain look about him, 
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not just the default of the “dreamy” 
Ryan Gosling, but he portrays a stoic 
air about him, accompanied by his 
ever-present toothpick and his white 
satin jacket with a gold scorpion on 
the back, which is quite possibly the 
coolest jacket ever conceived. 

Shannon (Cranston) performs 
a Breaking Bad worthy job as 
a cheapskate stunt manager, but 
the real humor comes from the Mob 
bosses. Nino (Pearlman) is the typi-
cal crime-boss; loud, violent, and 
curses like a sailor. Bernie (Brooks), 
however, is a fitting opposite, soft 
spoken, but violent to the core, pro-
viding a powerful passive-aggressive 
performance in a movie where mood 
is everything.

When asked about the film, Ju-
nior Heather Daniels said, “I liked 
parts of it, but the violence gave me 
nightmares. It was too gory.” She 
said her favorite part was, “when he 
puts the stunt mask on and becomes 
someone else. 

Also all of the intimate parts with 
the lady (Irene). “

Junior Maddy Rehorn, however, 
felt differently. She stated, “I liked 

the movie, especially since Ryan Gos-
ling is so hot. 

 In the end of it all, we get the feel-
ing that Gosling portrays what the band 
College includes in one of the songs on 
the soundtrack, “A real human being, 
and a real hero.” 

Every rose 
has its thorn

Annie Lin 
Website Editor

Chances are if anyone  has been listen-
ing to one of the local pop radio stations 
like 107.9 FM and 103.5 FM, a song with 
seemingly no comprehendible English lyrics 
besides “Hey, sexy lady!” may have caught 
the listener’s  attention. 

Ever since the South Korean pop star 
PSY released his music video for “Gang-
nam Style” on July 15, it has garnered over 
240 million views with almost half of them 
coming from the United States. 

This quirky song’s global success, has 
not been limited to just YouTube. 

Besides achieving a perfect “all-kill” 
on all South Korean charts and several 
other Asian countries’ major music charts, 
it peaked at #3 on the U.S. iTunes chart, 
landing PSY a spot on honored guest list at 
the 2012 VMAs as well as other talk shows 
such as “The Ellen Degeneres Show” and 
“The Today Show”. 

According to Junior Hannah Kim, she 
has “no clue why ‘Gangnam Style’ got so 
popular all of a sudden [since] it was spe-
cifically FOR.Koreans yet it was so popular 
worldwide.” 

Unbeknownst to most international fans 
of the song, “Gangnam Style” was intended 
to be a parody of the ridiculous Gangnam-
city attitude, where many of the residents 
spend extravagant amounts.

She is not the only one puzzled; PSY himself 
doesn’t even know why his own song has been so 
well-received all around the world. 

Nevertheless, Kim thinks that part of PSY’s 
success is due to the fact that “many American 
singers don’t have specific dance moves” and that 
“this is something new to people”. 

Junior Jonathan Morford agrees that the “horse-
riding” dance has broad appeal since it is unusual but 
fairly easy to imitate, making a “dance craze” inevi-
table. 

Additionally, both Morford and Kim believe that 
the song itself is “quite catchy” and this most likely was 
the main driving force behind the overall popularity of 
“Gangnam Style”.

Senior Jimmy Wiley, who had his first taste of 
K-pop by watching this music video, feels that this is 
not the case and still believes that the “individuality  of 
the video directly contributes to positive popularity”.
On the other hand, Morford has his suspicions and sug-
gests that “people make fun of what they’re not familiar 
with”, “Gangnam Style” not being an exception. 

Adding to the mixed feelings, some South Koreans 
are split over whether PSY has represented and pro-
moted their culture accurately, along with child-like 
image to their nation instead. Kim, a Korean-American 
herself, does not think too much of these allegations and 
is “proud of Korea and how it’s now ‘officially on the 
maps’ even though she has heard “all types of comments 
about PSY especially about his looks,” some of which 
do not take into account his “charm and sense of humor 
that people seem to overlook.

 ”No matter what one’s views are on “Gangnam 
Style”, there is no arguing with the overwhelming statis-
tics. 

Everything from the viral music video to the eques-
trian-inspired dance that has inspired hundreds of flash 
mobs demonstrates how revolutionary this song is not 
only to K-pop but also to global pop culture as a whole. 

GANGNAM STYLE TAKES THE REIGNS
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Gangnam style gallops into the hearts of many

A majority of the trials of ado-
lescence can be attributed to 
teenage love.  

 Seemingly insignificant, 
teenage infatuation can, in fact, mark 
the beginning of great, mature, and 
everlasting love.  
 What is love? It is one of 
the most difficult questions for us to 
answer. No one can really label love, 
however.  
 To some, love is friendship set 
on fire; for others love is like luck.  
 No matter how you define or 
feel it, love is the eternal truth in the 
history of mankind. But love is differ-
ent for everyone.  
 Am I the only person with a 
24 point checklist when it comes to 
what I want in a significant other?  
 Okay, I’ll admit my iPod has 
its fair share of sappy love songs that 
call attention to the emotional void of 
being single. Yes, I’m single by choice. 
Not MY choice, but it’s still a choice.  
 Some nights I lay here and 
listen to Rihanna sing about finding 
“love in a hopeless place”. Please, she 
would have better luck finding Waldo, 
than real love.  
 But I guess that’s the chal-
lenge these days, finding something 
genuine and fulfilling. Something 
that makes your heart skip a beat, and 
makes all the issues in the world seems 
so insignificant and conquerable. Or 
something that moves mountains and 
defies expectations. 
 Love could be compared to 
playing the piano. First you have to 
learn to play by the rules, and then you 
forget the rules and play straight from 
your heart. Oh, I’m sorry. I forgot we 
weren’t in a Nicholas Sparks novel.  
 However, this is where that 
checklist comes in. It’s nothing fancy 
really, but if it’s not quite the Declara-
tion of Independence, then why is it so 
hard to find someone who fits the bill? 
 For example, #18 - A snazzy 
dresser.  Sorry to all you “thugs”, but if 
you’re my man; I want to be the ONLY 
girl who gets to see your boxers. 
 I understand that there comes 
a point when everyone thinks to them-
selves “Am I doing something wrong?” 
Believe me, been there!  
 Of course my friends have 
offered unwanted therapy sessions in 
which they tell me all about how picky 
I am or how I have commitment issues.  
 You know, there are plenty of 
fish in the sea but I’m looking for my 
Nemo. Until I find him, I’ll take Dory’s 
advice and just keep swimming. 
 But is it just me, or does it 
sometimes feel impossible to listen to 
your heart?  
 Everyone wants to be loved, 
as it’s human nature, and, well, if 
you’ve seen “The Notebook”, then you 
have access to every girl’s standards. 
But I don’t know; it just seems so easy 
for everyone. 
 It feels like everyone around 
me is in a relationship or in love, and 
I’m here awkwardly standing like, “I 
like that tree. That’s a nice tree.”  
 But it goes without being said 
that, in the end, the love you take is 
equal to the love you give.  
 My dad once said that the 
first time you fall in love changes you 
forever and no matter how hard you try, 
that feeling just never goes away. 
 I have never personally been 
in love but I imagine it’s the same feel-
ing you get when you see the waiter 
coming with your food.  
 Whether that perfect love 
is just around the corner or miles 
away, life really isnt about being who 
everyone else wants you to be. Rather 
it is about being yourself and finding 
someone that loves every ounce of you. 

Drive: The sexy Netflix thrill-ride a click away

The most talked-about and 
familiar club at El Camino: B-boys. 

To not have heard of the group 
of break dancing men that excite 
even the most non-involved students 
at rallies, one would have to live 
under a rock. 

But is it just possible that the 
B-boys sporting longer hair and 
skinnier jeans? No, rest-assured, the 
B-boys have simply been joined by 
B-girls. But why is there a sudden 
increase of girls?

“At first I joined B-boys to 
hang out with friends, but this year 
I joined to keep the club going,” 
said Junior Anthony Her, president 
of B-boy club. “People think that 
since we’re the ‘B-boy’ club, girls 
can’t join. But they can and they can 
dance as well as the guys can; they 
just need to believe in themselves 
and have a positive attitude about 
it.”

In regards to the increase in 
girls, Her jokes that “maybe the 
ladies have been trying to hide their 
talents from the B-boys.

”While there have been more 
girls joining the club recently. 

One can easily see this by looking back 
to the first rally or by attending one of their 
practices, it is hardly because the club 

is dying. If anything, the club has just 
gotten bigger and is now expanding into the 
realms of a more co-ed club than before. 

“You have to be able to learn and 
know the moves, as well as love the 
music,” said Freshman Jozette Ta-
bagon, one of the B-girls. 

“If you can’t dance, then you 
can’t perform.”It’s obvious that the 

B-boys are a big hit among the girls 
and boys at the school, the boys 
because the dancing is impressive, 
the girls because the boys are im-
pressive.

If there is more of an emphasis 
on the B-girls, the guys will likely 
be less impressed by their dancing 
and the girls watching will probably 
not be salivating and screaming at 
the top of their lungs like they do 
for just the B-boys. 

“Guys who break-dance are 
pretty dedicated, I mean, you have 
to put in a lot of time and effort into 
getting techniques like that down,” 
said Sophomore Melissa Harrell. 

“As for the girls who break-
dance, I have the same level of 
respect, maybe more, for them, be-
cause I could not imagine doing that 
myself.  

These feelings of camaraderie 
that the girls have for one another 
and a sense of pride of the girls who 
can dance may override the feelings 
of attraction felt for the B-boys.

 If this happens to be the case, 
B-boys will have to work to keep up 
with the high demand of the B-girls.

Either way, the B-boys and girl s 
are sure to impress at the next rally.

B-Boys break in  the new B-gir ls  before the ra l ly

Ryan Gosling stars in this action drama that skids into EC’s hearts
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B-boy Will Mikhillof  shows the B-girls his moves as they practice for the upcoming rally on October 12th
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