
Link Crew leads frosh into the future

El Camino lockers are in dire need of repairs

New Clubs at El Camino raise the bar
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For every Freshman the beginning of 
High School can be nerve racking.  They 
come asking themselves, “What will my 
classes be like?”, “What will happen to me 
on Freshman Friday?”, but the most pre-
dominant question is “How will I fit into El 
Camino?”,  luckily, that’s why Link Crew 
was brought here.  

Link Crew is a Freshman transition 
program, where Juniors and Seniors are 
given multiple Freshmen to look after and 
help out, both socially and academically.  
The reason Juniors and Seniors are the 
Link Leaders, is because they know the 
ins and outs of the school.  They can give 
Freshmen advice to survive and thrive.  
At El Camino there are roughly eighty 
Link Leaders.  Some of which are in the 
new Link Crew class this year.  The class 
is in charge of Freshman Orientation and 
other activities, like the tailgate before the 
El Camino versus Jesuit game.  “They’re 
kinda like ice breakers or mixers to get the 
freshmen involved,” said Senior Aj How-
ard.      

Link Crew is a yearlong commitment.  According to the National High School 
Center “More students fail the ninth grade than any other grade.”  This may be a result 
of the difficulties of transitioning.  “We are trying to encourage Freshmen not to fail, so 

they can graduate,” according to Senior Jovon Hutchins. Most students don’t graduate due 
to mistakes made in their freshman year.  The whole premise of Link Crew is to create an 
environment where freshmen feel like they are apart of their school’s community.

However, Link Crew was not the first attempt El Camino gave to get Freshmen in-
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A quick glance at the script of any teen movie 
makes it apparent: lockers are where all the drama hap-
pens. They’re mailboxes for secret notes, they’re deco-

rated for birthdays and dance invitations, they serve 
to facilitate conversations with people one might not 
talk to otherwise, and they’re an ideal meeting place 
for students scrambling to find their friends in the 
hallways in that measly five minute passing period. 
Lockers are an indispensable part of the clichéd high 
school life that we have all come to expect, but they 
come at a price.

High schools all over the country are doing 
away with lockers, mostly due to concerns about il-
legal weapons and drugs being taken to school and 
locked away safely in lockers, posing an unknown 
threat to other students and faculty. El Camino re-
mains the only high school in the San Juan district 
with lockers available for use to all students, but 
questions over whether or not they are even worth it 
have surfaced in recent years. 

Due to the scarcity of lockers in the area, new 
lockers and parts for lockers are difficult to obtain 
and very expensive. When lockers at El Camino 
break, they are often left as they are, dented and zip 
tied shut. An inconvenience and an eyesore for ev-
eryone, but it’s nearly unavoidable. With the school 
budget as tight and unforgiving as it is in these eco-
nomic times, the district and school would rather 
spend the money on necessary things, not lockers. 
That makes sense, but it still upsets many students, 
who are left to contend with broken lockers.

Freshman Jimmy Archer said “my friend actu-
ally was able to unscrew the handle of his locker and 

just walk off with it.” This is a perfect example of what 
students are dealing with right now – with everything in 
disrepair, they are left with unreliable lockers that may or 
may not open up to let them get their books for their next 
class.

This poses a new question: are lockers even worth 
it? Should El Camino go the route of so many other 
schools, and force us to carry our books around? One in-
novative solution is to buy two sets of books – one left 
at home to do homework, and another as a class set, so 
that students don’t have to strain their backs with a full 
course load of books. However, a public school district 
during this recession likely doesn’t have the extra money 
to buy double the textbooks, so that is out of the ques-
tion, at least for now.

Sophomore Vincent Byrd said “nobody likes carry-
ing their books around school, and it seems that almost 
everyone would agree. Most EC students agree that 
despite their disadvantages, lockers serve an important 
purpose in student lives. 

Senior Matthew LaMattina said “I think they are 
useful. I don’t want to carry everything with me. My 
backpack doesn’t have enough space for it and my back 
won’t thank me either.” Most students agree with LaMat-
tina, carrying books seems like too much of a hassle, and 
might compromise student health and comfort.

Although expensive, EC students seem happy to 
be one of the only remaining schools with lockers, will-
ing to deal with the inconsistency for the undeniable 
convenience of having a personal storage space right on 
campus.

Ingredients: Toppings:
8 apples   1 cup of rolled oats
Juice of 1 lemon  1/2 cup flour
1 teaspoon of cinnamon 1/2 teaspoon salt
2 tablespoons flour 2teaspoons cinnamon
   1/2 cup brown sugar
   1/2 cup butter

Directions:
Preheat oven to 375 degrees.
Slice enough of the apples to fill a 13x9 pan inch baking pan. Mix the apples 
in a bowl with the lemon juice, cinnamon, flour, and raisins. Return them to 
the baking dish, adding enough water or apple juice to cover the apples. 
Mix topping and press onto the top of the apples. Bake for 25 minutes or un-
til apples are soft.
Makes 6-10 servings
    Source: Laurel’s Kitchen Cookbook

Homeade Apple 
Crisp Recipe

Parker Randall
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There have been numerous new clubs that 
have appeared this year at El Camino. Clubs ap-
peal to the language lovers, sport fans, and now, 
some new clubs appeal to the “nerds” of El Cami-
no such as RPG and Yugioh clubs. Another new 
club appeals to those students that care about the 
amendments of the Bill of Rights with the 2nd 

Senior Alex Haegele is currently a member 
of both Yugioh (a game to take down your oppo-
nents life points with various creatures on trading 
cards) and the RPG Club (a game where pen, pen-
cil, paper, and your imagination is used while you 
travel across a type of area) and art club, whose 
main reason for joining some of the new clubs in 
addition to Art club he said is because “It is normal 
to be social and to join Clubs that reflect your inter-
ests”. As opposed to previous years where students 
could only find out what a club is about at club 

rush, now this information is available at any time.
 At the first rally, all of the Clubs went in a large 

circle around the big gym while Student Government 
announced the names of the Clubs. Then after the Pa-
rade the various dance clubs at EL Camino competed 
in a dance competition, and the different fall sports 
teams also competed against one another.

Junior Matthew Corbelli is a student of El 
Camino that thinks the parade for the new clubs was 
a good idea in addition to Alex Haegele. “My only is-
sue is that I think the parade went a little too quickly”, 
he said. Both Corbelli and Hagele thought the idea of 
the club parade was a good idea also because most 
students at El Camino do not have time to go online 
or go to Club Rush to see what kinds of clubs there 
are in previous years. Some students were not inter-
ested at all in joining any of the new clubs in previous 
years are now finding themselves wanting to join a 
club.

Another club that is attracting a lot of attention 
is  the 2nd amendment club, which  meets twice 

David Enabnit
Sports Editor

Aries- The longer you continue to 
take risks the less risky they will be-
come. So risk it up!
Libra- In the next few weeks pay 
special attention the old homage “ 
What comes around goes around.” 
Scorpio- The next time someone 
gives you a chance to experience 
something new, give it
a go.
Taurus- An old mistake will come 
back to haunt you unless quickly make 
amends.
Gemini- Just chill.
Sagittarius- Dare to be great.

a month to discuss their opinions about the 2nd Amendment and various events 
around the world that deal with the use of guns being prohibited or incidents involv-
ing guns. 

Every year new clubs are created and some last throughout the year and con-
tinue for years to come while others fall apart, but hopefully these new clubs will still 
be going strong for many years to come...

Cancer- You have been slacking 
in a big way. Unless you lack any 
ambition you better fix this recent 
trend before you further decimate 
your resume.
Capricorn- Keep in mind that 
new hobbies can give your life new 
meanings.
Leo- Don’t let your highs get you 
too high or your lows too low.
Aquarius- Get in the water 
more.
Virgo- You have been taking 
some pretty stupid chances recently. 
The more you pull the more likely 
you are to get hurt.
Pisces- The next time you be-
come overwhelmed, put that home-
work down and turn that music up.

October Horoscopes

Man, the radio version of Young, 
Wild, and Free is so much bet-
ter than the unedited one!’#-

---nobodysays” Do you see the problem 
with this tweet that probably was tweeted 
but is, in this case, a fictitious tweet? Not 
only should that terribly edited song not 
be played on the radio, I can’t even put 
---- in the school newspaper! What kind 
of ---- is that?!

Not only is this errant plague of cen-
sorship annoying to the eloquent breed of 
journalist such as myself, it is detrimental 
to the health of our entire student body. 
That’s ludicrous, some may say. Well, as 
we have all noticed, school dances, bar-
ring Mardi Gras, suck. Not to discredit 
the people in student government who 
put them on, because they do one h-e-
double hockey sticks of a job decorating 
the gym and making sure that there are 
the best food and drinks money can buy 
available for free in these harsh economic 
times. No, I’m talking about the music, 
not the accompanying laser light show 
(which is dope [can I say dope?]), the 
music. Not only are the songs not al-
lowed to have swear words in them, but 
as of recently they aren’t allowed to have 
“sexual themes”. 

What? Recently at lunch, some stu-
dent government kids got in trouble for 
a song saying “ding-a-ling”. Now quite 
frankly if “ding-a-ling” was the worst 
thing anybody heard on a high school 
campus I would say that the administra-
tion has done their job and can go home 
now because the children can govern 
themselves.

Now I’m not advocating the fla-
grant use of swearing, but I just like to 
be treated as if I’ve heard a “naughty 
word” at least once in my life. The worst 
offender of this crime in the media has 
to be tv movies, where you can even see 
the word that is being said but it has been 
dubbed over in the audio. That’s like eat-
ing a candy bar and someone tells you 
that it’s actually healthy. The principle 
alone ruins it.

Anyways, the most complained 
about facet of the dance is how terrible 
the music is. By censoring what little mu-
sic there is left at dances for the youth to 
“bump and grind” to, there will be even 
less of a reason to attend the dances with 
already minimal attendance. Now the 
administration cites “freak dancing” and 
“dirty dancing” (they’re actually on the 
dance pamphlets, read them, there’s even 
better ones that are good for a laugh) as 
reasons for censoring the music, I cite my 
good friend R. Kelly when he says, “there 
ain’t nothing wrong with a lil bump and 
grind”. In all seriousness, the previous 
generation will always disapprove of the 
next’s music and dancing (remember “El-
vis the Pelvis” eh?), and in my humble 
opinion it’s better for teenagers to grind 
out their hormones on the dance floor 
with (at bare minimum) two layers of cot-
ton rather than in their car with one layer 
of latex. Alright that’s not fair; sometimes 
there are two layers of latex.

This brings me back to my original 
point, which is why would you want 
to censor the music to keep kids away 
from a school environment with staff 
and their peers around to keep things 
under control, when the alternative is 
them skipping the dance and going and 
getting drunk and high, sometimes at the 
same time, endangering themselves and 
those around them? Not to mention these 
same students having to fraternize with 
gang bangers at some random kid’s house 
whose parent’s aren’t home, usually end-
ing up in multiple fights when they could 
be at the dance, getting down to some of 
Tyga’s beautiful concerto Make it Nasty. 
Make a good decision El Camino, or not, 
the choice is yours.

volved.  i Lead was the pilot Freshmen pro-
gram last year, but it didn’t last long.  “i lead 
died out,” according Senior Jonah Lessard.  
Link Crew has already proved that it will be 
nothing like its predecessor.  “Link Crew is 
like i Lead on steroids,” said Lessard.  

Link Leaders are taught life and leader-
ship skills like how to plan efficiently, be 
tolerant, set goals, and to have perseverance 
among other qualities.  “These skills will help 
them become better leaders,” according to 
Link Crew coordinator Mr. Gager.  One of the 
responsibilities of being a Link Leader, and a 
crucial part in the program, is checking up on 
their Freshmen and as long as the Link Lead-
ers keep in contact with their freshmen the 
program will stay strong.  Leaders in the class 
are not only responsible for their Freshmen, 
but they have to pass along information to the 
other leaders “It was hard to get teens in a cen-
tral location,” said Mr. Gager.   Link Crew has 
made a positive impact on not only the Fresh-
men, but also all students.  It has given upper 
class men an outlet to do something great for 
not only their school, but someone else as well 
and Link Crew will help the newest eagles 
soar to great heights.

Link Crew has started off the year proving to be nothing like their precedessor.
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EC lockers definately could use some repairs.
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New clubs spark various students interests here at El Camino.
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Too hard for 
the radio

Chris Lunger


