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Steroids threatening cyclist’s titles

ec fOOTBALL BRINGS  SchOOL SpIRIT
Jared Anderson
Sports Editor

In all honesty, Varsity Football at El Camino 
has kicked a whole lot of butt this season, and next in 
their sights is Cordova at the Homecoming Game on 
October 12.  Despite the loss to Jesuit, the team has 
been largely successful.  The current record is 4-1.

A good portion of the success is attributed to the 
Defensive Line.  “It has done a tremendous job of 
controlling gaps,” said Assistant Coach Chris Dills.  
“Teams have a hard time running on us which forces 
them to throw the ball. In turn, we have 10 intercep-
tions, a great stat.”

  “The defense is very good.  I would say 
they are holding the team together, “agreed Senior 
Jonah Lessard, who plays starting quarterback for 
the Eagles.

The Offensive Line has proved itself as well.  
Since the start of the season the offense has scored 180 
points.  This is a great comparison to last year.

“Now our team is more prepared both physically 
and mentally. They have continually gotten better in 
terms of understanding our offensive and defensive 
schemes,” stated Coach Dills.

This success has created quite the exciting buzz 
at El Camino.  More and more fans turn out to every 
game to cheer their Eagles to victory. 

“When I walk out onto the field, hearing the 

crowd, the feeling is so incredible.  There’s nothing like it.  It’s the best feeling 
in the world,” said Lessard. 

“It gets me excited so it helps my game out,” said Senior Kevin Wise, the 
starting wide-receiver for El Camino. 

It also helps that this team has practically been together since freshman 
year.  After working together for four years running, the team knows how to get 
points on the scoreboard. 

“We never want to lose, so we always try to start with good momentum,” 

Kayla Barkell
News Editor 

What is the first thing you 
think of when it comes to the 
sport of cycling? The first idea 
that should pop into one’s head is 
Lance Armstrong. After several 
accomplishments, it is apparent 
that Armstrong has dominating 
influence.  Althought he was 
once the poster child for this 
globally-loved sport, Armstrong 
is now facing the consequences 
of using performance enhancing 
drugs to cheat his way to the top.

Having been under constant 
attack by the U.S. Anti-Doping 
Agency for  years ,  Armstrong 
decided that he was tired of the 
criticism and essentially walked 
away from the issue, leaving it up 
to the USADA and the Interna-
tional Cycling Union to determine 
his imminent fate.  I t  is  being 
debated by these two agencies as 
to whether or not his seven Tour-
de-France titles should be stripped 
from his resume. If this is the 
case and his titles happen to be 

removed, then what happens? Does second 
place from all seven of those years become 
the title holder?

Apparently, this is the case.  However,  
there have been a greater amount of cases 
of drug use among the other cyclists during 
Armstrong’s time period that the ICU doesn’t 
even know who to give the titles to.

“The whole situation is rather unfortu-
nate,” said Senior Taylor Holland. “I mean, 

Chris Lunger 
Staff Writer

America: the land of opportunity, white 
picket fences, apple pie, and baseball. Or is it? 
Times are changing, and with it our identity, 
which begs the question: is baseball still America’s 
pastime?

 “No,” said Junior Riley Vest. “People 
got really turned off by the steroid era.”  There has 
been great tragedy in baseball. Americans thought 
they were witnessing history when Barry Bonds 
overtook Babe Ruth’s record and slugged his 
756th home run out of the park, a record that will 
forever be questioned by the greatest icon from 
the steroid era.  

“Also, many didn’t want to have to deal 
with the controversy and wondering if the players 
were cheating or not, or if it was cheating at all. 
It was getting to be too much [for people],” said 
Vest. When asked what he thought is the national 
pastime, he responded with, “football. People 
don’t invite people over to watch baseball. They 
invite people over to watch football, or tailgate. 
It’s much more social.” 

Senior Dennis Johnston agreed, “People 

like contact. Nobody wants to watch sports like 
baseball because it’s boring.” 

 Still, Baseball is where America has 
gone to put our heroes (and villains). Who doesn’t 
love to root against the Yankees, arguably the most 
lopsided franchise in the history of sports, or root for 
the underdog, such as the Oakland A’s, who never 
seem to have any money but seem to be able to pull 
out world championship seasons from no where? 
People still talk about how Jackie Robinson broke the 
color barrier, while similar feats are not remembered 

in other sports.
Senior Mitchell Rosenberg thought dif-

ferently, saying, “Baseball is still America’s 
pastime; none of the other sports have the history 
like baseball does. It’s been in our culture since 
the very beginning. Who doesn’t know who 
Babe Ruth is?”

 Not only have these feats been 
remembered in everyone’s hearts, but also on 
film, where everybody knows who Benny “The 
Jet” Rodriguez is from the Sandlot, and “if you 

When it comes to money, 
most teenagers are either clueless 
or confused. First, there the cliché 
girls and guys who go on shop-
ping sprees with their parents’ hard 
earned money.  These are the kids 
who feel that the cash their pock-
ets hold is meant to be spent on the 
next desirable thing they see.  As 
children they carried lunch money 
around with the burning passion to 
buy—to consume all items intrigu-
ing.  Later on, they marry rich or 
are somehow given good jobs by 
the business connections of their 
parents.

The second exhibit depicts 
people who really do not know 
what to do with what they have 
been given.  In their elementary 
grade years, they would enjoy hav-
ing the luxury of a few dollars to 
savor the feeling of simply having 
something so valuable.  However, 
when they grow up they stash 
it under their bed or store it in a 
bank.  They work hard because it 
is what their parents taught them, 
which was taught them by their 
ancestors. Nevertheless, they only 
use it to pay for rent, groceries, 
and debts. 

This begs the question: what 
hope does the future hold?  Who 
has the chance of becoming the 
innovative leaders of this genera-
tion? What kind of prosperity will 
be made by these people?The 
future is not determined by the 
continuation of these habits, thank-
fully.  There is the small percent-
age of teenagers across the United 
States that takes advantage of op-
portunities early in life. They seek 
to enhance their circumstances 
and elevate above the ceiling of 
mediocrity.  They refuse to leave 
their future to the ill-informed, the 
uninterested, and the unworthy. 

This is the hope that the future 
holds.  To these people there is 
only hope.  Led by these, society 
will be innovated, leaving nothing 
but short margins of error.  Imper-
fections are nothing but steps to a 
better place. 

Nobody can fathom the actual 
state of the future for which they 
strive, but nobody can fathom liv-
ing for too long in a state of confu-
sion or cluelessness.

The future is not worth wor-
rying about when these people are 
held in power.  Of course, power 
has a way of corrupting those who 
wield it.

Therefore, a plan of action 
must be set in place.  Is there not 
a way to expand such a group so 
that when their time comes to lead, 
they may lead as a group with 
great intellect, understanding, and 
representation of their people?  If 
so, let us do what is necessary to 
set this plan into action.  Work 
harder.  Learn more.  Develop 
until development is complete.  
Nothing less is acceptable for hope 
of the future.  

all of his titles were won years ago, so it’s 
a bummer that all of a sudden they won’t 
belong to him anymore.”

The uses of illegal performance en-
hancing drugs are infamous in a plethora of 
sports. Since cheating is the easy way out, 
many athletes succumb to its temptations. 
Some even think that the world of cycling 
will change due to beloved Armstrong’s 
choices.

“People will start to think that it is 
okay to do steroids because Armstrong 
is such a big influence on people,” said 
Sophomore Kaitl in Meyer .  “People 
might give up on using pure talent and 
strength.”

            Speaking of his magnificent 
influence on people worldwide, The Lance 
Armstrong Foundation, founded and 
headed by the one and only, has reached 
out to a vast amount of people and has 
changed the lives of just as many. Even 
though he broke the rules in the cycling 
world, he has cancelled it out by being 
the driving force on a mission towards a 
greater good.

            “Disregarding his use of ste-
roids, of course, I think it is so inspiring 
that he battled through cancer and is now 
doing all he can to help other people that 
are in the same situation that he was,” said 
Junior Brianna Luna.

            Although he is forever banned 
from his most precious passion, Arm-
strong made a decision and at the end of 
the day, that decision cost him. Fortu-
nately for him, he has gained the faith and 
support from so many people that he will 
be forever a hero in their eyes.

Has Baseball gone out of Style?

Wise pointed out.
This attitude is great to have going into the Homecoming game 

next Friday.  Without a doubt, Cordova will be up for a challenge.  
But to Cordova, on behalf of the school, Kevin Wise said, “I’m 
sorry. We’re going to win.”

The team can produce nothing greater than the success it al-
ready has made and an energy that will live forever at El Camino. 

build it they will come”? A quote that will forever be remembered 
from Field of Dreams--not to mention Bad News Bears, A League 
of Their Own, The Natural, and Major League.

 As another point, opening day 2011, 70% of starters 
were from the United States, while the rest were from Central 
or South America, Japan or South Korea according to sportige.
com. Some countries revere baseball like a religion, such as the 
Dominican Republic, where children often drop out of school to 
work with baseball trainers in hopes of getting to the big leagues. 
Many major league franchises have specialty schools set up in the 
Dominican Republic, much like soccer franchises do in Europe, to 
harvest young talent from a young age in order to possibly have 
an asset in the franchise’s future. They claim they are giving the 
children a better life by keeping them in school and giving them an 
education, and although their reasons may be selfish, who’s to say 
they’re wrong? 

 There are also many leagues worldwide, such as in China 
and Japan, the latter of which has produced greats such as Ichiro 
Suzuki and Daisuke Matsuzaka. These leagues also act as a sort 
of auxiliary farm system to the one franchises have. For example, 
Giant’s pitcher Ryan Vogelsong played for years in China before 
coming back and having highly successful seasons with the Gi-
ants. 

 So, is baseball still America’s pastime?

El Camino Defense takes down Jesuit Offense, unfortunately leading to a 33-26 devastating loss.  “We had a great op-
portunity to win that game, but made too many mistakes.  We could easily be 5-0,” says Head Coach Adam Reinking.
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Baseball is depicted as vital to the continuation of the American culture.
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Lance Armstrong, a worldwide, jeoperdizes his titles by using steroids during his 
career as a cyclist.  The ICU decides to take seven titles from Armstrong’s resume.
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