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Canadian suicide breaks American hearts
Allison McAdoo
Staff  Writer

On October 10, 2012, Canadian authorities rushed to answer a call 
about a “sudden death” at a home in Port Coquitlam, British Columbia. 
Around 6:00 that same evening, 15-year-old Amanda Todd was found dead 
by her parents, having hung herself after years of bullying and self-harm. 

On September 7, just weeks before she committed suicide, she posted 
a video on Youtube revealing her story to the public eye. Throughout the 
almost 9 minute video, she reveals, to whomever is watching, secret after 
secret, mistakes and emotional issues alike. 

Senior Valeri Garces said, “People really should stop talking about it. 
[Just because she made mistakes] that doesn’t mean she deserved to be bul-
lied; especially to the point where she had to commit suicide.” 

Todd explains how it all began for her, with a man convincing her as 
a twelve-year-old to reveal her breasts over a live webcam. Little did she 
know that the man would email a picture of this to her friends and family. 
After she moved to avoid those friends who had seen the picture, the 30-
year-old made the photo his profile picture on Facebook. 

Eventually, he made a specific page, all about tormenting her, with 
that same picture as the main image everyone would see upon coming to 
the page. Todd had to switch schools and move cities more than once, yet 
she couldn’t seem to outrun those who had heard about the page and were 
perfectly glad to continue the torment that had followed her so far. 

When she thought she had finally found a place where she could have 
some peace, she got into trouble with an old guy friend from her first school. 
Instead of peace, his girlfriend confronted Todd in front of her new school, 
resulting in Todd getting beat up. Todd claimed to have been left alone 
in a ditch until her father found her there. The video goes on to say she 
drank bleach that night, only to be taken to the hospital to have her stomach 
pumped. 

As Todd began to come to terms with everything that had been happen-
ing to her, she decided to do what so many other teen girls have been doing 

Measure N measures up Senkaku stirs up strife
Annie Lin
Website Editor

Not too many average Americans have paid 
attention to the latest dispute between Taiwan, 
China, and Japan over something most people 
would consider too petty for a fight – a small 
island chain south of Japan and to the north 
of Taiwan. Nevertheless, the Senkaku Islands, 
which is what they are known as in Japan, are 
worth considerably more than the simply rocky, 
uninhabited land itself. 

The territory is close to key shipping lanes, 
harbors rich fishing grounds, and may contain 
valuable oil and natural gas reserves. Potentially 
even more explosive than greed are the extreme-
ly nationalistic feelings of all three parties, who 
share a vicious history of animosity extending 
as far back as ancient times. Additionally, both 
the People’s Republic of China (PRC) and the 
Republic of China (Taiwan) have claimed that 
the territory had been part of China’s empire 
since the Ming Dynasty. 

To make things more complicated, the 
highly nationalistic Taiwan has decided to enter 
negotiations separately from mainland China 
as an independent, democratic nation. The PRC 
still maintains that Taiwan and all surrounding 
territory belong to them, including the Senkaku 
Islands. 

Japan, on the other hand, has made its own, 
perhaps stronger argument that the U.S. had 
transferred control of the islands to them after the 
U.S. victory in World War II.  Thus, at the first 
glance, the islands rightfully belong to Japan. 

Yet the convoluted fishing rights treaties 
between the PRC, Taiwan, and Japan in the fol-
lowing decades after WWII have fogged up the 
glass considerably. Evidently, this situation may 
not easily resolve itself and it has escalated to the 

point where tensions might burst into the flames of war. 
Earlier in September, several Taiwanese ships engaged in 

a vicious water fight with Japanese Navy ships stationed in the 
Senkaku Islands territory. China has also sent one of its mas-
sive aircraft carriers to the area. Whether just a flaunt of power 
or a serious threat of war, the neighboring countries in Asia 
and the United States are caught in a rather sticky diplomatic 
situation that might end badly. 

In such difficult economic and political turbulence in 
America, the general public’s consensus is to not meddle in 
foreign affairs. 

El Camino students seem to also concur more with isola-
tion than war: 

Senior Elizabeth Kamine prefers if “the United States 
just lets the conflict be and focus on the many, more immediate 
problems here at home.” 

on Youtube: posting videos where instead of speaking, they hold up 
cards in front of their faces, spelling out their difficulties rather than 
saying them out loud, usually putting some sort of emotional and 
inspirational music in the background. Even after posting the video, 
the bullying continued on until she finally gave up on the evening 

of October 10th, hanging herself in her home. 
In response to those who constantly bring up the girl’s death, 

Freshman Kassandra Compton said, “There’s no point in doing 

Jared Anderson
Sports Editor

On the ballot of the San Juan Unified School 
Board, there is a measure that will facilitate a surge 
of funding to all schools in the district, called Mea-
sure N.  In order to raise enough money to provide 
this funding, the local measure proposes that prop-
erty taxes be put in place.  

These taxes would not be raised to more than six 
cents for every 100 dollars in any year.  This measure 
would create a total fund of about 350 million dollars.  
It would also create a citizens’ oversight committee, 
which would put citizens in charge of supervising 
the way that the money is distributed and used. So 
how will the money be used?  

The question on the ballot infers that the money 
would be used to “improve the quality of education” 
by putting in place means of making repairs to cur-
rent buildings in the school district, by making these 
buildings more energy efficient, by upgrading the 
technology used in all classrooms, and by creating 
new buildings. 

“What I like about Measure N is that the money 
is specifically designated to making buildings up to 
date.  It is not for raising salaries or adding money to 
specialized programs,” said Mr. Glaser, a key pro-
ponent of Measure N at the school.  

He and the band have been raising awareness to 
Measure N over the course of the school-year. Over-
all, they have found themselves successful. 

When it comes to what El Camino will be doing 

with its share of the money, there is much talk about 
a Performing Arts Center being built.  It has been a 
hope for the Music Department of EC for a long time.  
Mr. Glaser has been petitioning for investors for the 
past year. 

Senior Matt LaMattina said, “I’m 100% in 
favor of Measure N.  It is something that has been 
wanted by this school for a long time.” 

It has not only been wanted by this school but 
also by the community.  Since 1951, El Camino has 
not had any new buildings at all.  The only addition 
has been mobile classrooms, additions that, when 
compared with others’, can’t be called the most ben-
eficial.  

Mobile classrooms through Measure N will be 
replaced with stationary buildings, which will save 
the school even more money by being more energy 
efficient. 

“Even though it is not the only project that will 
be funded by Measure N, the biggest project will most 
likely be the Performing Arts Center,” said Glaser. 

The most important part of Measure N is that it 
will bring all of the buildings up to date, which in turn 
will help the overall success of the students.  

“The school was built in the 50s and looks as if 
it is still a 1950 school.  Measure N is going to finally 
make EC look like it’s a twenty-first century school,” 
commented Glaser. 

If Measure N is passed, much will change at El 
Camino, and it will all be for the betterment of the 
school.  

that, because it’s not going to change anything.” 
She went on to say that if this had happened to someone she knew, she 

would feel sad for what happened, and she would be one of the ones telling 
people to stop making a mockery of the situation. 

Even now, there are constant arguments over what actually happened, 
what she did, how many people beat her up, how many times she moved, etc. 
People who never knew her started pages on Facebook; Twitter blew up with 
“#RIPAmandaTodd.” The internet became a place for people to express their 
sadness at the death of a girl they hadn’t truly known. 

Since Todd’s death, there have been plenty of opinions about her life and 
why she ended it; one being the idea that it was entirely a desire for atten-
tion, positive or negative. These people have taken pictures of her and spread 
them all over the internet, with rude and sometimes plain cruel captions. 

Senior Mickey Bawolski said, “People need to get a life.” 
For example, other websites, such as Reddit and 4chan, turned her death 

into a joke by posting pictures of people pretending to drink bleach, asking 
if they were “cool” yet. 

Something that all can agree on across the board is that Todd’s death 
has pulled teen suicide to the forefront of social issues today, for better or 
worse. 

Politicians are discussing laws that could be passed having to do with 
sexual predation and cyberbullying, teens are speaking out about their own 
struggles, and adults are listening to them. All over the U.S., suicide is being 
talked about by the media, the public, and in private. 

Despite the fact that this sounds like a good thing, it isn’t entirely: much 
of the discussion is disrespectful, causing public opinion to turn sour. Instead 
of it being about the dangers of bullying and the problems that can arise due 
to it, it’s all about the bad choices that led to suicide. 

Rather than trying to stop future problems like what happened with 
Amanda Todd, people make light of a serious issue. 

Bawolski continued, “I don’t see the point of people making fun of her. 
She’s not going to care anymore, it doesn’t help anyone, and it hurts those 
who were close to her.” 

Amanda Todd posted a Youtube video detailing her woes.
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“Senkaku Islands” 
continued on 
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Measure N will benefit the school greatly if passed, perhaps allowing for a performing arts center.
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This nationalistic fight for land is heating up quickly.
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El Camino Cross Country sprints 
for the finish line as their season 

draws to a close.
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Cirque du Soleil is a show full of fantastic 
tricks and talented performers sure to 

please all who attend.

Plastic surgery takes the natural ap-
pearance of human beings under the 

knife.
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The student store sells school spirit 
at an affordable cost to El Camino’s 

student body.


