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‘Pink pride’ is hot in october

Chinese Suicide 
Fire Bombers
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How far is too far? Tibet has been 
asking itself this question in the midst of 
Chinese oppression. Some Tibetans have 
been setting themselves ablaze to protest 
the Chinese government, citing religious 
oppression as their cause.

Self-immolation, suicide by fire, is the 
way most have chosen to go. Most recently 
a Tibetan farmer named Dhondup took the 
plunge into the flames. Usually these suicides 
have been performed by monks and other 
members of the church, but now members 
of the peasantry have started demonstrating 
to show their own disdain towards personal 
restriction. When Chinese officials went to 
recover his body, monks circled what was 
left of his charred corpse in order to deny 
them access.

“Nearly 60 Tibetans — mostly monks 
and nuns — have turned to suicide by fire in 
Tibet and bordering Chinese provinces since 
spring of last year.” states the U.K.-based 
human rights organization Free Tibet.

Sound familiar? Well to anyone who’s 
taken a US history course it should, for fiery 
suicide reeks of the Vietnam War. During 
the war, Vietnamese monks publicly set 
themselves on fire to protest the oppressive 
Deng government in South Vietnam. 

They did so silently while sitting criss-cross. 
Eerie right? That was because people were 
disappearing and there were public executions, 
but the principle was the same. They were 
using gruesome visual images to draw attention 
to their cause and weaken the will of the 
occupying government.

Capital Public Radio states “The Chinese 
government… blam(es) the exiled Dalai Lama 
for effectively inciting self-immolation.” They 
exiled the Dalai Lama because of their military 
coup in Tibet. The Dalai Lama is the spiritual 
leader of Tibet who was spiritually discovered 
at a young age by signs via connections to the 
previous Dali Lama or spiritual visions by 
church elders. 

“It’s really shocking that anyone would do 
that,” said senior Jimmy Wiley. “They must 
have extreme devotion to their cause.” When 
asked if he would do the same, he responded, 
“It depends on the situation. I would definitely 
consider it if I felt that same extreme sense of 
fear of the occupying government.”

A continual theme throughout these 
suicides is to prove the point that China cannot 
stamp out the Tibetan demands for freedom 
through brute force. Suicide does the same 
things that saying “naughty” words does; shock 
value and it takes the power away from the 
action/word. In other terms, Tibet wants to show 
China that it is not afraid, and that punishments 
such as executions will not work as methods too 
keep them contained through fear.

As such, Capital Public Radio reported, 
“Other Tibetans have lit themselves on fire 
at other monasteries, often drinking gasoline, 
shouting slogans demanding freedom and 
the return of the Dalai Lama, and holding the 
Tibetan flag – an illegal symbol in China – as 
they burn.”

Makes one really appreciate America, 
doesn’t it?

When people think of “October,” they usu-
ally think of Halloween festivities, shorter days 
and colder weather.  But there is one more thing 
that is not always at the forefront of one’s mind: 
Breast Cancer Awareness Month. 

At the beginning of October, the world sud-
denly becomes embellished with pink – people 
walk around in pink clothing, stores sell pink 
merchandise and restaurants sell pink-colored 
foods and drinks. Even local high school foot-
ball teams became involved this year, wearing 
bright pink socks with their uniforms for the 
month of October.

Senior Amanda Morton said “there is a 
dance studio by my house and they had Danc-
ing in Pink.” Many community organizations 
and performance groups put on special events 
in honor of the occasion. 

October has been Breast Cancer Awareness 
Month since 1985, but the movement is always 
growing in popularity, with involvement rising 
every year since its creation. Now that more 
is known about the disease – and people know 

and catch it before it has done too much damage. 
Students at El Camino are also involved in the 

cause – a few EC students could be spotted wearing 
pink or other cancer awareness merchandise, and 
many students volunteer at various organizations. 

Senior Karina Basinger participated in the 
movement for awareness by “wearing pink, buying 
breast cancer merchandise, and volunteering at the 
American Cancer Society.” 

Many students work to help bring awareness 
to breast cancer and fund research to end the strug-
gle because it is a disease that has touched almost 
everyone in some way. Most EC students know at 
least one person who has been affected by the dis-
ease, and that is even more motivation to find a 
cure.  

Senior Katherine Sawyer participated by 
“wearing a small pink bracelet that [her] friend 
gave [her].” Like many students, Sawyer chose 
to bring attention to the cause by wearing pink 
throughout the month of October. 

Ultimately, the Breast Cancer Awareness 
Month campaign was very successful in 2012, as it 
has been for many years. People all over the world 
are more informed than ever about the dangers of 
breast cancer and how it can affect anyone, includ-
ing men.

 An exciting moment in a 
teenager’s life begins with learning the 
rules of the road, taking a Driver’s Ed 
class, obtaining their driver’s permit, 
and eventually, earning that driver’s 
license, the pinnacle of driving. Finally, 
students enjoy a little bit more freedom 
and independence. However, driving is 
not as delightful as it seems anymore, 
because of the cringe-worthy rise in gas 
prices.
         One of the things that con-
nect Americans together is their cars. 
Americans love their cars, whether it’s 
a sturdy Ford pickup truck, an authentic 
Chevrolet Corvette, or just a standard 
Honda Civic. Cars enable people to be 
flexible with their commute and not 
conform to traveling based on a fixed 
schedule that trains and city buses pro-
vide. Also, having a car becomes easier 
for families to take little weekend trips, 
from Sacramento to San Francisco or 
Lake Tahoe. Unfortunately, when cars 
need gas, every cent spent on a gallon 
of gas is another cent taken away from 
money towards other necessities for 
life, such as food, as well as pleasures, 
like going to the movies.
         In the state of California, the 
price for gas is horrendous, amounting 
to an average of $4.39 per gallon, ac-
cording to UPI.com. Although the price 
is gradually decreasing from its total of 
$4.61 per gallon in early October, it’s 
still sky-high compared to the national 
average of $3.64. There are various 

reasons that gas prices seem to increase 
every time people turn their backs, from 
the escalating price of crude oil to state 
taxes. Of course, to drivers, especially 
those in California, the cause doesn’t 
seem to matter. To quote New York 
political activist and perennial candidate 
Jimmy McMillian, the price in gas “is 
too damn high!”
         “I think it’s ridiculous, espe-
cially since a few years ago, gas prices 
were just a little over $2.00. When I fill 
up my mom’s other car for her, I feel bad 
that she has to pay that much too,” said 
senior Jade Nitsos, who has a relatively 
short commute to and from school. How-
ever, high gas prices make her unhappy, 
like many other drivers. “My car has 
crappy gas mileage, and I pay $85-$90 
for gas twice a month. It’s ridiculous.”
         Junior Michael Hunter-Wof-
ford has also been hit by this economic 
struggle, but he tries to stay efficient 
when he drives. “I try not to drive out of 
my way more than I need to. When the 
prices do go down, my dad usually says 
‘it’s down, go fill up!’” Hunter-Wofford 
also added for future drivers, “Get a 
good car that has decent mileage. If 
possible…be smart with your transporta-
tion.”
         It’s no surprise that there are 
many soon-to-be sixteen-year olds that 
are scared about the responsibilities of 
maintaining a car, and paying over $4 
for a gallon of gas is no different. Doubt 
begins to creep in, with many believing 
that owning a car and paying the amount 
of the much-needed gas that comes 
along with it will end up being a waste. 
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that it can affect everyone, not only older women – 
young people are more interested than ever in cur-
ing this horrific disease once and for all. 

Many companies and organizations participate 
in the campaign, offering pink merchandise or do-
nating proceeds to local research organizations or 
the Susan G. Komen fund. Other non-profit agen-
cies and volunteer groups organize races and walks 
in support of the cause, where all of the money 
earned goes to research cures and fund screenings 
to facilitate early detection in new patients, so they 
will not have to live with the undetected disease, 
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These days nearly everyone uses some form of 
social networking, whether it’s Facebook, Twitter, 
Google +, Tumblr, or Instagram. All of which makes 
finding someone, meeting new people, or staying in 
contact with friends extremely easy.

These networks allow users to update statuses, 
tweet their thoughts, or upload a picture at any time 
they want, which of course some people take advan-
tage of more often than others. Sophomore Hana 
Dement uploads pictures “every day, or whenever I 
get a good picture”.

Newer networks like Instagram and Twitter are 
more common nowadays since they are constantly 
being updated. “I never really go on Facebook any-
more, I only use it to message people,” said Senior 
Taylor Holland.

No matter which one is being used the main 
purpose of each is to connect people and bring people 
together. These sites connect people through different 
forms, but friending and following are the most com-
mon. Profiles on networks like Instagram and Twitter 
can be set to Public or Private giving the user the op-
tion to accept or deny someone’s request to follow.

These social networks are in some ways a popu-
larity contest as well, how many followers one has, or 
how many like a picture gets are equivalent to some 
as getting compliments or being the center of atten-
tion. Many people try to increase their number of 
followers, and the easiest way to do that is to follow 
other people they don’t know well. 

Some find this odd, others don’t care, Holland 
says “I don’t mind people following me; I just don’t 
always follow them back.”

Networks like Twitter and Instagram are meant 
to broadcast to the world what is going on and hap-
pening at any moment in your life, and with that 
comes people that will take advantage never slowing 
feed of pictures and tweets. If close friends like a 
picture that was uploaded an hour ago that is per-
fectly fine in the eyes of most, but if someone “likes 
a photo that was put up weeks ago, that’s when it gets 
creepy,” said Junior Keema Whitelaw. 

“If someone sees a picture and likes it that’s 
fine, but if they comment and I don’t know them... I 
SWERVE” says Dement.

Basically it comes down to whether or not the 
friends and followers someone has are actual close 
friends, or if they are just random people. “I only fol-
low people I KNOW on Twitter, but on Facebook if 
we have more than 50 mutual friends or their attrac-
tive, I’ll accept their friend request,” said Holland.

The bottom line is that these networks; Face-
book,  

Instagram, Twitter, etc. are meant to broadcast 
moments of someone’s life and yes there are people 
out there that are creepy and may like or comment 
on pictures from months ago, but there is always the 
choice to make the account private rather than public, 
so “stalking” on these sites can be prevented to an 
extent, it just depends on how determined someone 
is to keep their life, photo’s, tweets, and status’s to 
themselves.

Social Networking Stalking: Gone Too Far?

Social networking has turned simply into a popularity contest.
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Gas Prices: Added Stress

Anyone who has been following this 
presidential race even half-heartedly would 
surely agree that the results will be much 

closer than anyone would have expected. The general 
feeling amongst the citizenry even a year ago clearly 
indicated that Obama would easily slide right into a 
second term in the Oval Office. However, Mitt Rom-
ney, a candidate even I thought would be obliterated 
by the runaway Obama train, has gathered a surprising 
amount of support from patriotic Americans not only 
within the GOP, but within the Democratic Party as 
well. That being said, I’d like to share a few key points 
that make Mitt Romney the only candidate in this race 
capable of serving as our next President of the United 
States.

First off, President Obama’s track record is a 
clear indicator of how he will continue to manage the 
affairs of this country. In the past four years, he has 
made a slew of executive errors, such as mishandling 
the economy, passing Obamacare, and terminating the 
Keystone Pipeline. Though foreign policy, along with 
the economy, is certainly one of the administration’s 
most pressing issues. As of today, Iraq and Afghani-
stan are no better off, if not worse, than at the com-
mencement of Obama’s presidency. Also relevant to 
that part of the globe, Iranian aircraft fly unchallenged 
through Iraqi airspace, delivering weapons and vital 
supplies to the Assad regime in Syria, who continues 
to receive support from both China and Russia in the 
United Nations. And while the president has chosen 
to dismiss the possibility of Iranian nuclear capability, 
they continue to develop weapons of mass destruc-
tion, military assets which will be aimed at the United 
States and her allies in the near future. 

The economy is evidence of yet another blunder 
on behalf of our incumbent President. Regardless of 
how MSNBC may try to conceal it, things have defi-
nitely grown worse in the last four years, largely due to 
government mismanagement. Since late 2007, median 
household income has declined by 7.8 percent (after 
adjusting for inflation) and there are now 5.6 million 
less jobs. When Barack Obama entered the White 
House, there were 2.6 million unemployed workers in 
the United States. Today, that number sits at roughly 
5.6 million. Worst of all is the national debt, which is 
now pushing $16 trillion. 

Fortunately, Americans have been presented 
with an alluring alternative to the chaos experienced 
over the past four years, a permanent reprieve from 
plummeting incomes, disappearing jobs, and reckless 
government spending. Mitt Romney is that alterna-
tive. With ample experience at the helm of both a 
major corporation and the executive branch of state 
government, Romney’s worldly background and 
stellar performance in both arenas makes him a viable 
candidate for office. 

While serving as the Chief Executive Officer of 
Bain Capital, the firm recorded annual gains of 50% - 
80%, even earning the admiration of former President 
Bill Clinton. When Romney was sworn in as the 70th 
Governor of Massachusetts, the Commonwealth was 
undergoing a recession of its own. Yet, Governor 
Romney, working hand-in-hand with a Democratic 
state legislature, managed to close the budget deficit 
without raising taxes. If it could be done in Massa-
chusetts, couldn’t the same principles be applied on a 
national level?

Digging the nation out of a debt $16 trillion dol-
lars deep will not be anywhere near as painless as the 
recovery in Massachusetts. Yet, with a president in the 
Oval Office implementing the right reforms, the road 
to recovery would be within sight. As long as our gov-
ernment continues to squander our financial resources, 
the already drawn-out process of economic recovery 
will be stretched even further. Contrary to popular 
belief, Mitt Romney does indeed have a plan, one that 
centers on reducing federal spending, reforming our 
complex tax code, dismantling costly and burdensome 
government institutions (Obamacare), and promoting 
energy independence, among many other positive 
facets. 

These last four years have wreaked havoc on this 
great nation, as the debt continues to rise and the labor 
force grows smaller, while the government only adds 
to these national miseries. If re-elected, I fear Obama 
will do little, if anything to mitigate these maladies. 
In the words of the great man himself, “it’s time for a 
change.”
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People show suppport by wearing pink in October.

Matthew 
Bollinger


