
Student Store sparks up school spirit

C-Rob makes an everlasting impact on EC

Too hard for 
the radio
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Staff  Writer

Parents just don’t understand. 
Not only can Will Smith be a 
great rapper without cussing, 

but in this case he has a very insightful, 
astute observation. Parents just don’t 
understand. 

This is not just regular teen 
angst… ok maybe it is, but that’s not 
the point. The point is, many parents 
have overstepped their bounds, and it’s 
stopping some unfortunate members of 
my generation from becoming actual 
people. And the worst part is, we’re let-
ting them.

Take, for example, the recent firing 
of Rio’s head football coach. He got 
fired simply because a bunch of seniors 
quit the football team to support their 
teammate getting kicked off. Why was 
he kicked off? He was missing a game 
for a baseball showcase. I can’t speak 
for the football team, but from where I 
sit, I’m pretty sure if someone missed a 
game for another sport not only would 
they be kicked off the team, but the rest 
of the team would kick his ass.

 I’m not saying he shouldn’t have 
gone to the showcase, that’s his deci-
sion, and you know what, it doesn’t 
even matter that the seniors quit for 
relatively no reason. It’s what happened 
afterwards that bugged me. There were 
meetings, with the suspended players 
and their parents, and eventually the 
coach got fired.

What?
What ever happened to the coach 

having their own team? What hap-
pened to job security? What happened 
to… people? Parents should not have 
the power to choose who the coach is. 
Barring a Sandusky or, worse, a losing 
record (outside of schools with a los-
ing tradition), a coach should not be 
able to be fired by just anybody, much 
less parents, which is essentially what 
just happened. Now this rightfully has 
coaches all over the district upset. This 
sets a precedent all over the district that 
administrators can arbitrarily enforce 
the clause in coaches contracts that says 
coaches can be terminated at any time 
for any reason.

Well, outside of this unfortunate 
incident which happened to an already 
doomed football team, parents don’t 
understand other things. This doesn’t 
include the timeless rite of passage that 
is a mother’s embarrassment, but things 
such as the relative stranglehold they 
try to keep over their children’s lives. 
Now I’m not speaking out of personal 
experience, but this sort of control 
backfires on parents. It’s a shock when 
you find out that the high school slut 
has gps on her phone from even before 
she got the title, or the pothead who 
hasn’t slept at somewhere besides 
home since 6th grade.Not only are these 
the kids who can’t handle living on 
their own after high school and come 
home, but these are the ones who get 
in constant fights at home or have trust 
issues.

I’m not saying that parents should 
let their kids run rampant, because that 
yields the same results, but when it 
comes down to it, parents are “doin’ 
the most” to quote today’s youth. 
That’s why all of our teachers always 
complain about the number of parent 
e-mails, coaches complain about their 
involvement, and children complain 
about… everything. I understand most 
of the time they’re concerned about 
our well being but sometimes parents 
sometimes just need to, in the words of 
Jack Black, step off.

Cici Robinson has become a permanent 
staple at El Camino due to her promotion to 
Athletic Director just two years ago. “Mrs. 
Robinson” to her students, began her career 
at El Camino as a student in 1992. She was a 
part of the state champion basketball team her 
sophomore year, being a part of an astounding 
three teams that had made it to the state cham-
pionships through her sophomore to senior 
seasons. She was also a part of the volleyball 
team that went to the section championship, 
the farthest an EC volleyball team had gone 
until just this last year when they got to the 
second round of the northern California play-
offs. She also attended prom with none other 
than Mr. Reinking. 

After high school, she attended Ameri-
can River College followed by Chico State, 
majoring in speech communications. She then 
got her teaching credential at National Uni-
versity. When she thought about teaching, she 
claimed she, “could only envision teaching at 
El Camino.” She became a student teacher at 
Encina High School, and heard of a teaching 
position opening at El Camino while attend-
ing a PE summer teaching clinic, and, “ran to 
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One year ago, 
Student Senate and 
Student Government 
officials put their 
heads together and 
formed the brilliant 
idea of creating a store 
specifically dedicated 
to El Camino students. 
El Camino’s Student 
Senate meets once 
every month to put 
forth their ideas on bet-
tering the school. After 
giving birth to the idea of 
a student store, the Student 
Senate gave it over for adoption to the Student Government 
who would make it a reality.

The Student Store runs solely for the purpose of benefit-
ing El Camino students. It offers a variety of items, especially 
for spirit wear, including sweatshirts, shorts, shirts, and sweat-
pants. Additionally, the Student Store sells yearbooks from 
previous years, lanyards, planners, and more. If one wishes to 
buy a drink or snack, they will also find these available in the 
store. 

The Student Store is an organization run by students for students. Junior 
Ellen Sorenson, Student Government official, describes it as “a central place to 
go and buy something. A student can find a lot more school spirit items on sale 
in the Student Store than anywhere else.” Sorenson also said, “the most popular 
items are definitely class shirts and spirit wear. My most favorite is the junior 
class shirt, so go buy one for $15!” El Camino’s Student Store is open on school 
days during lunch hour and is located in what used to be the detention room, just 
across from the counseling office. 

 The Student Store can also be a fun place to hang out at during lunch. 

One can take their time looking 
around at the many items on 
sale, and chat with a friend in 
the meantime. Junior Celine 
Earnhardt who is an occasional 
customer at the store said, “I go 
there to buy a can of soda and 

some candy. I hope that Stu-
dent Government continues 
running it because a lot of 
people like the store, myself 
included.” El Camino stu-
dents enjoy the convenience 
of having a store of their on 
campus.

Senior Silvia Popescu, 
Student Government official 
and Student Store participate 

believes that the store is worth run-
ning because “it is a good approach to increase school spirit.” 
Popescu also explained that the Student Store runs for a good 
cause, as all the profits go directly into the Student Govern-
ment account. From there, the money is distributed into El 
Camino’s events such as rallies and dances. 

The Student Store raises money by selling to its students, 
and then places that money into other organizations created for 
them. If it is made for the purpose of bettering El Camino High 
School, why not pay it a visit?

Mr. Boone’s office” she said. Mr. Boone, the principal then and when she was 
attending as a student, remembered her, and she soon got a job. She then be-
came a girl’s basketball coach, and then athletics chair, followed by her current 

The student store is open to students at lunch during the week for students to purchase spirt wear and snacks.
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Mrs. Robinson has made quite an impact on El Camino over the years.
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position as Athletic Director since Coach Baxter stepped down a few years 
ago. She says she was always intrigued by the position. 

Upon stepping in as Athletic Director, she says she was 100% nervous 
upon having to fill the shoes of Coaches Dimino and Baxter, both of whom 

are in the CIF hall of fame. She says she wanted the transition 
to, “be as smooth as possible, not [have us] miss a beat.”

She certainly has done as well as expected if not better, 
becoming one of the most revered figures at the school. She 
claims to love her job, “even on the bad days” she says. She 
claims that even if she won the lottery, she would still be 
Athletic Director. She hopes to make El Camino, “the best 
high school in the area in terms of athletics, support, coaches 
and programs, commitment, and pride.” She wants to make 
El Camino a place, “coaches want to come to.” She also said 
she wants to make every kid who plays a sport, “like a mini 
celebrity.” She reminisces on when she was in high school 
when, “there was a neighborhood section in the paper, and 
there would be all sorts of sports pictures. You would see 
yourself and get really excited. I want to bring that feeling 
back.”

But don’t just take her word for it; her 4th period  TA Senior 
Elizabeth Kamine loves her, and states as an Athletic Director 
she is, “nice and reasonable.”

Zenaida Kamine, Robinson’s assistant, seems equally 
enthused about her coworker. She was asked about the job, 
“by Baxter. Before he knew he was retiring.” Being asked 
about working with Mrs. Robinson, she said, “we work well 
together. It’s very fun and enjoyable, and we laugh a lot. We 
think alike, with the school and athletes, so it works well.”

Whether you know her as Carolyn, Cici, C-Rob, Coach 
Robinson, or Mrs. Robinson, chances are she has touched 
your life in some way for the better.


