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Turkey  and Tackles:  The Tradition of Thanksgiving
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    Turkey and football. What do they have in common? The answer is the 
National Football Leagues Thanksgiving Classic, which has been televised 
since 1920 on Thanksgiving. The Detroit Lions and Dallas Cowboys continue 
to be the hosts. This year a third game will be shown at night. This gives 
football fans another opportunity to watch the sport they enjoy.

This game affects the NFL in many 
ways. It provides the NFL with “good 
ratings and it has become a cultural 
ritual,” says Mr. Marshall. The game 
has become a big part of the homes of 
families during Thanksgiving. The game 
can bring the family closer together 
by talking about the game and spend-
ing time together with a common focus 
point.

When it comes to the importance 
of the game, there are different opin-
ions. Mr. Marshall says “It’s important 
to most male Americans, it gives them 
time to relax and time for women to 
cook for their men.” When it comes to 
women and what they do during this 
time they often congregate together and 
talk about each others lives and gossip. 
Some women watch the game to enjoy 
the sport. There are many families that 
have traditions of watching the game, 
which can help avoid controversial con-
versations like finances or politics from 
taking place on the holiday.

Many people also bet on the out-
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If you’re a fan of football and have 
even an ounce of Eagle Pride, then you’re 
in for a treat this year.  For the first time 
in almost a decade, the Eagles have a 
good shot to be in the Northern California 
Playoffs, if they can beat our rival Rio 
Americano.  

This season has been by far one of 
the best, with a seven and three stand-
ing in the league, only losing to Je-
suit, Antelope, and Whitney; all athletic 
powerhouses in the area.  So what can 
we expect in the playoffs?  “All the best 
teams northern California has to offer,” 
said senior Herman Thomas.  They’ll be 
playing the best of the best. 

The team hopes to get a lot of support 
once playoffs come around.  It’s truly a 
special for El Camino to “hang with the 
top teams,” according to Thomas.  The 
team already has a great fan base, but they 
hope that the playoffs will bring an explo-
sion of Eagle pride. 

The senior class has been expecting 

this level of performance since they tied their JV division in 2010 for first 
place.  Thomas believes that “next year they’ll be good too.  There’s a lot of 
juniors with talent”.  The foundation and skills have been laid for the Juniors, 
so if they want it next year they’ll have to put in just as much effort, if not 
more. 

But what do the Eagles really have to do to compete with the best?  
“To make it to the playoffs we need to be a team that is dedicated on 

what we do and also focus on hard work and team work,” according to Senior 

What is history?
One could say that it is the short-

est word to describe that which is 
known.  If you’d be so kind, con-
sider it. Think about it.  Think—not 
in the conventional way—in a way 
that makes your life seem insignifi-
cant. (Sorry!)  However, to get this 
point across, one must clear their 
heads of all the historical events that 
they have learned in classes prior to 
reading this column.  Do not draw 
on the facts that those history teach-
ers in high school (Mrs. Rogers and 
Mr. Thompson) have taught to you.  
Think about your life—all that you 
have ever done, are doing, or will be 
doing eventually.  Imagine yourself 
as an old person (I know . . . what a 
ridiculous idea . . .).  Then multiply 
all of this living by the number of 
people who have ever lived, which 
are about fifty six billion people.  
Can you imagine what their experi-
ences were like?  It is unfathomable 
to understand every person’s life 
as separate and apart of the uni-
verse. Yet these lives are all pieces 
of the big picture.For this reason, 
I honestly find that history is very 
interesting.  Imagine what it would 
be like to live in a world where the 
most important part of your life is 
to bring about a crop every year to 
feed yourself and your family.  Or 
maybe a world where politics are a 
far off thing and the biggest stress of 
your life is something simple such as 
how to approach that pretty girl from 
the city or how to get that intriguing 
new item that appeared in the store 
window just a week ago.  Compared 
to the world I live in now, which is 
filled with the stresses of homework, 
I truly feel like such places are para-
dise.  And like me, so many people 
of this modern life look at the past 
thinking, “Oh, how I wish to know 
the simple pleasures of life.” (It’s 
funny, actually, how so many of us 
get caught up in worlds that are not 
our own.  How many teenagers get 
caught up in Nicholas Sparks books, 
or that old trend of Twilight books?  
How many people read books to be 
distracted from the current state of 
their world?  Too many.  This is why 
the book media is so parasitic when it 
comes to feeding off of these de-
sires.)Now, keeping all these things 
in mind, understand that going back 
in time is not possible and that the 
things put out by pop culture books 
are unrealistic.  Who really wants to 
know about history anymore?   Why 
even acknowledge the past? Now it’s 
just boring, right?

Those questions can be answered 
by this quote from a widely loved 
book by George Orwell named 1984.  
“Those who control the past control 
the future.”  This means that in order 
to be in charge of our future, we must 
know our past.

When thinking of the past as 
things that have been instead of a 
wish for what things should be now, 
the importance of history becomes 
very real.  Some use it to discover 
how the world evolved.  Some find 
that it gives the events in their lives 
a sense of perspective.  Several use 
history to understand their family ori-
gins.  For many, history helps people 
by giving them an opportunity to 
learn from their mistakes.  For these 
reasons, history is important. 

So what is history to you? To me, 
it is my future.

EC Football Makes it to Playoffs!

Boys Soccer
Varsity: 10-7-4
JV: 13-4-3

Football
Varsity: 7-3
JV: 3-7
Freshman: 4-5

Water Polo
Boys Varsity: 24-5
Girls Varsity: 23-7

Girls Volleyball
Varsity: 30-5

Matthew Bollinger
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Every sport known to man requires a great deal 
of skill, and an unshakeable resolve. Yet, when it 
comes to testing one’s endurance, one’s will to forge 
on while battling doubt, nature, and time, running 
cross country is the only accurate judge.

Tracing its origins back to the English “paper 
chases” of the 19th century, cross country (XC) 
has steadily evolved into a well-organized sport in 
which athletes from all corners of the globe compete. 
Nowadays, high school XC runners compete in two 
mile races for Freshman/Sophomore races, and five 
kilometer races for JV and Varsity.

Although relatively small in comparison with 
other school teams, the ECXC team was at its peak 
two years ago, fielding a varsity team that few 
schools in the state could match, let alone in the lo-
cal high school athletic league. Every week, varsity 
runners t the Eagles to gold, literally leaving rival 

schools in a thick cloud of dust. While these legendary 
Eagles have moved on to bright futures at their respective 
universities, ECXC has continued its tradition of producing 
first-rate athletes and students.

After inquiring as to why Senior Michael Meegan 
runs XC, he replied, “I really like how closely knit the team 
is. Everyone hangs out a lot outside of practice too. You 
don’t see that with many sports teams.”

Every October, the team also goes to “Mt. SAC,” the 
world’s largest cross country invitational meet, which is 
held at Mt. San Antonia College (SAC) in Walnut, CA, 
attracting athletes and teams from around the Southwest-
ern United States. Regardless of times broken or places 
attained, every runner leaves the course with a sense of 
accomplishment, having just run three miles, two thirds of 
which is straight uphill. After a rewarding day at the meet, 
the runners rest up and head to Disneyland the following 
Saturday, ending the trip on a good note and giving the 
team a brief rest before increased training for section cham-
pionships begins. Although intended mainly for competi-
tion, those who have experienced this weekend first-hand 
would be hard-pressed to forget it anytime in the foresee-
able future. As Senior Kandace Compton remarked, “My 
favorite memory of XC was the night before Disneyland 
my junior year. The team was a super close family, and 
we were having fun acting like idiots (pillow fights and 
random stories).” 

Regardless of one’s motives for joining the team – 

training for another sport, hanging out with friends, or 
simply for some twisted love of long-distance running 
– and provided that they are willing to work hard for 
success, they will not regret joining this fine organiza-
tion.

come of the game. No matter what teams 
are playing people will bet on who they 
believe will win. It has become a part of 
the American culture and affects the so-
cial aspects of society. Many people live 
for watching the NFL games on Sunday 
and also Monday night. The Thanksgiv-
ing Classic has also become important to 
football fans and Americans in general.

But there are those families who 
don’t watch the football game on 
Thanksgiving. They have their own 
traditions and just spend time with their 
family. “My family uses the time to 
catch up on things and the family we 
don’t see that often cones and it’s a big 
family get together. We don’t watch 
the football game,” said Junior Sterling 
Martin

The NFL Thanksgiving game has 
become synonymous with American 
society and has endured for many 
years. Americans do love their sports, 
especially when they get to eat good 
food, watch a game of football, and 
spend time with their family.

Eduardo Ramirez.  They are also going to have to 
play perfect games to win against these elite teams.  
Eduardo and his teammates strongly believe that 
they can make it into the playoffs.  

“It’s been our goal every year,” said Senior 
Kory Webb.  Even getting to the playoffs again will 
put El Camino back on the map as a decent team, 
after getting reviews as a Dr. Jackal and Mr. Hyde 
team in the past.  “Our coaches always say that the 
only team that can beat us is ourselves,” explained 
Ramirez.

Like any good playoff team the Eagles can 
expect stiff competition, and perhaps possible 
rematches against Antelope and Whitney.  “If we 
had a rematch against any of those teams we’d beat 
them,” said Webb.  After all they held Jesuit, a divi-
sion I school, until the last seconds.  So, truly, there 
is no doubt that they can hang with the toughest 
teams.

This has been by far the most impressive year 
for the Eagles in a long time.  Two blow out vic-
tories, two closes losses, one of them being Jesuit, 
and only one major defeat; and several records have 
been broken this season too.  Whatever the playoffs 
have to bring the Eagles will be ready to sink their 
talons into the competition and fly away with the 
win.

An Eagle defender masterfully tackles a Rio Americano running back. 
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Dallas Cowboy Demarcus Ware celebrates a well earned victory.
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Senior Vince Nicoara soars at Eagle’s First Flight.


