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Make-a-wish is a wish come true

Sandy relief storms in Senseless shopping

“Senseless shopping” 
continued on 

Page 3
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If Thanksgiving is about being thankful for 
every aspect of one’s life, from friends to fam-
ily to the troops who sacrifice their lives for their 
country, Black Friday is, unfortunately, the polar 
opposite. 

Falling the day after Thanksgiving, Black 
Friday is a day where major retailers kick off the 
holiday shopping season with can’t-miss deals and 
stores opening at abnormal hours. The term “Black 
Friday” was conceived in Philadelphia in 1961, 
used to describe the maddening post-Thanksgiving 
traffic. Black Friday’s name has evolved into more 
than just consumers rushing in the mall parking 
lots. To retailers, Black Friday means making a 
large profit off of sales and item demand, known 
as going “in the black.” But with holiday shopping 
days like Black Friday intended to encourage the 
holiday spirit, it actually turns out to encourage 
drama running through the doors. 

Every Black Friday, there always seems to be 
an innocent shopper trampled to death by hun-
dreds of busy shoppers at Walmart. This year’s 
incident involved a suspected shoplifter being 
choked to death by two employees at a Walmart 
near Atlanta, Georgia. Many tragedies occur dur-
ing these madhouse shopping days, from shoppers 
being sprayed in the eyes with pepper spray by 
fellow shoppers to being paralyzed from the waist 
down by a riot of shoppers. There are no discounts 
for medical bills, not even on Black Friday.

As Sophomore Wendy Campbell stated, 
“Due to the commercialization of winter holidays, 
Black Friday has become a blatant manipulation of 
stupid consumers for the benefit of corporations.” 

It’s undeniably the biggest shopping day of 
the year, yet it’s arguably the most chaotic event of 
the year. Thousands of people flock to every retail 
store and fight their way to be the first to buy that 
$200 50-inch flat screen TV, or that brand new 
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Now that Thanksgiving has passed and Christ-
mas is quickly approaching, the devastating hur-
ricane that hit the East Coast towards the end of 
October seems to be such a long time ago -  that is, to 
those who were fortunate enough not to be affected. 
Otherwise, the terrible destruction of not only homes 
and buildings but also dreams and livelihoods will 
not be easily forgotten by the survivors. 

Close to eighty Americans lost their lives and a 
whopping $50 billion in damages is projected. Fast 
forward two months later, and the East Coast has 
gradually recovered. However, how much is really 
being done to help? Are some trying to take advan-
tage of other’s sympathies to put money into their 
own pockets? 

The federal government has provided billions of 
dollars in relief funds and private contributors have 
donated millions more. Others have not necessarily 
donated their money but their time as volunteers. 
Businesses like Appleby’s and the Daily News news-
paper trucked much needed supplies to survivors, 
such as blankets, and even providing free chicken 
soup. Celebrities and other well-known figures have 
also lended a hand in the relief efforts. 

Recently in New York City, Bon Jovi, Dave 
Grohl and Eddie Vedder rubbed shoulders with a 
superstar lineup at Madison Square Garden. Joining 
them at the event were Billy Joel, Alicia Keys, Paul 
McCartney, Bruce Springsteen and the E Street Band, 
Roger Waters, Kanye West and The Who. Others like 
Madonna have taken a much less traditional approach 
by literally baring some skin - she stripped to raise 
money for New York shortly after the superstorm hit. 
Behind all these seemingly well-intentioned events, 
some are suspicious of other motivations besides 
simply a kind heart. 

“I would say its more about the publicity than 
trying to help. The celebrities get a lot of publicity 
(or notoriety) out of what they do, which benefits 
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There are many things that are needed, wanted, 
desirable, and attractive, but if given only one wish, 
just one, which one of those things would be chosen 
over the others? 

El Camino High School offered its students 
such an opportunity, to make one single wish, and if 
possible and within reason, it would be granted. 

Junior Ellen Sorenson, the Junior Class 
President, said that she thinks of Make-A-Wish at 
El Camino as “Student Government giving back 
to the community. I believe this is another oppor-
tunity for El Camino students to let their voices be 
heard.” Sorenson added, “I hope this will get the 
students involved and able to express themselves. 
Student Government cares about what students have 
to say, even if it seems far-fetched. For example, 
we received a really funny wish from a student and 
who wants to get a massage from Megan Fox while 
listening to a stand-up comedy guy, and then receive 
a free t-shirt.” 

Mr. Vu, the Student Government teacher, in-
spired by the Make-A-Wish Foundation, came upon 
the idea of Make-A-Wish at El Camino. The Make-
A-Wish Foundation grants the wishes of children 
with life-threatening medical conditions in order to 
enrich the human experience with hope, strength, 
and joy (wish.org). 

On November 16, every El Camino student was given access to a slip of paper on which they were to write 
their wish and turn it in to Student Government who’ll try to grant them. 

Senior Ceara Blattler who is the Senior Secre-
tary for Student Government, explained, “The main 
goal is to help those in need at El Camino and to 
boost the overall school experience.” 

This is similar to the objective of Make-A-Wish 
Foundation as it strives to enhance the experience of 
children. 

In addition, Blattler believes that El Camino’s 
Make-A-Wish “may bring our school together more 
and improve the high school experience for teens.” 

The purpose of this idea is to make El Camino 
memorable to all of its students and community. El 
Camino has already granted a wish to a boy by the 
name of Daniel. This 14 year old boy had mul-
tiple scoliosis. Make-A-Wish Foundation asked El 
Camino to cooperate with them in granting this boy’s 
wish. Daniel wished to go to Disney World and El 
Camino High School helped make that wish become 
a reality. El Camino students worked alongside the 
community members to set up a journey for the boy 
to take in order to find his Disney World pass. This 
journey consisted of a visit to the zoo, an Indiana 
Jones scene, a Harry Potter party, and the final 
surprise of a Disney World pass! This is how El 
Camino has already impacted the community and 
how it plans on continuing to do so. The wishes of El 
Camino students will be granted before and during 
the rally of December 14. This day will surely be one 
of the most memorable high school days for all E.C. 
students!

them. They do raise money, but that seems almost less 
important than getting on the front page,” said Junior 
Wyatt Taylor. 

Senior Matthew LaMatina agrees, “Every time 
there is an election, natural disaster, what have you, 
celebrities play the humanitarian card. This is nice 
little ratings inflator to bump them into a good holiday 
package from their backers.” 

Concern about the sincerity of supposed super-
storm Sandy beneficiaries has spread even further 
as scams have arisen online, claiming to be raising 
money for victims but actually tricking kind-hearted 
donaters into providing credit card information. Nev-
ertheless, Taylor believes money is still the best, and 
practical, method of donation since “they do have food 
available over there, just that it’s important for people 
to do background checks on who they donate to.” 

Even with all these potential scams and hazy mo-
tivations, there is still one fact that remains clear as the 
calm of the ocean after a massive storm: the American 
people joined together in some shape or form to help 
the victims on the East Coast and without this aid, the 
devastated towns and cities would not have been able 
to recover as quickly.

iPad mini that they just can’t live without. This year, 
stores such as K-Mart, Target, and Sears had their 
doors open and their employees working on Thanks-
giving Day, because stores opening at midnight last 
year were a massive success. That’s part of being 
human, being swept away by consumerism. After all, 
Christmas is the season of giving, but most of that 
giving begins with the season of buying. 

“I love great deals as much as the next person, 
but Black Friday is ridiculous. Once the doors open 
for a store on Black Friday, it’s like a riot of insane 
consumerism,” said Sophomore Angel Holtzman. 

The riot of insane consumerism this year extend-
ed to “Gray Thursday,” – stores opening their doors 
on Thanksgiving night, and bringing more madness 
to the malls, angering sane shoppers like Holtzman. 
“I did Black Friday this year, but it gave me anxiety. 
I hated it.” 

With Black Friday as publicized as it is, the rest 
of the holiday shopping season seems to be over-
looked. There’s Small Business Saturday, promoted 
by American Express in 2010, as an encouragement 
to take a break from buying from the larger business 
and simply “shop small.” According to AmericanEx-
press.com, its mission is to “celebrate the Shop Small 
movement to drive shoppers to local merchants 
across the U.S.” Since then, it has achieved cult sta-
tus amongst holiday shoppers and a growing success 
for the small business across the United States. 

While Saturday is the day of the local busi-
ness, the larger retail corporations remain almighty 
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Taxis stuck deep in water as a result of Sandy.
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Student Government successfully granted the wish of one EC student who wanted to go paintballing.
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Agent 007 shows that he still has the same 
old Bond charisma in the new movie 

“Skyfall”.
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@ECProbz tweets the numerous issues 
of El Camino to it’s many followers. 

#twitter #EC #fights #drama

Ph
oto

 by
: T

YL
ER

 R
IC

HA
RD

SO
N

EC Boy’s Basketball shoots high and 
scores in preparation for the new 

season.

Student teachers inspire and impress 
others on their quest to become full-

fledged teachers.
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