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 This season is generally regarded as the 
season of giving. One can give thanks, presents and 
gifts, or even love. Another thing that one can give, 
and what is becoming more popular, is community 
service hours.
 Around Christmas time, the amount of 
student volunteers shoots up as teens are infected 
with the giving spirit. And while the organizations 
probably appreciate any volunteers at any time, one 
cannot help but wonder why it has to be a special oc-
casion to volunteer and give community service.
 “Because people have busy schedules and 
can’t donate their time, it’s like it has to be a special 
event to volunteer. With all the holidays this season, 
it provides a little extra time to help, but I definitely 
believe there should still be some time outside of 
the holiday season for you to volunteer,” said Junior 
Trevor Morris-Seekins. “By volunteering, they are 
making the world a better place and helping those 
who are less fortunate than themselves. It should not 
be something you feel obligated to do, but instead 
that you want to do. If we only did volunteer work 

during this season, what would happen to those who 
need help outside of this timeframe?”
 Unfortunately, it seems that a majority feel 
that the needs of those who require help are based 
upon their own schedules; the thought being that 
because they volunteered at Christmas, others can 
help out the rest of the time. Yes, one does not have 
to volunteer all the time as it is ultimately their deci-
sion, but it is highly possible that others may have the 
same mindset. And if so, no one will be volunteering 

outside of the Christmas season.
 “Volunteering is important because it ben-
efits those in need as well as society as a whole,” said 
Junior Raymond Barsch. “And while community 
service is important to appeal to colleges, it shouldn’t 
be the only reason someone does it.”

 Most think of volunteering as something 
they have to do to look good on college applications. 
While this is true, volunteer work should be done 
thinking of the good one is doing for the community 
as opposed to the leg up it will give in the college 
competition. There’s nothing wrong with thinking 
of community service as killing two birds with one 
stone, but it is important to remember the real reason 
one is volunteering: to help those less fortunate.
 “There are more volunteers around this time 
because the Christmas season is when a lot of people 
want to do nice things for others. Another reason may 
be that there is a wider variety of volunteer work to 
be done around Christmas. Even so, those families in 
need of help during the Christmas season most likely 
need help throughout the rest of the year too,” said 
Sophomore Emily Barnett. “Everyone who is vol-
unteering is helping a family in need, and it’s easy to 
Google Christmas volunteer work and find out about 
tons of different service options.”
 Volunteering options are easy to find and 
this season is a great time to get community service 
hours in as well as help other families experience 
the holiday spirit. Just remember that it is possible to 
volunteer outside of the Christmas season, too.

 Every year during the holiday season, there 
are children who receive no gifts, no love, and no joy. 
It is just another season in which they must struggle 
to keep warm, find food, and survive. One day during 
a cold December in 1990, an organization was cre-
ated for the purpose of bringing gifts, love, and joy to 
these neglected children. This organization, founded 
by Dave and Jill Cooke, was given the name Opera-
tion Christmas Child. Several students of El Camino 
High participate in this compassionate operation.
 Senior David Dunmoyer and his family 
put together shoeboxes for Operation Christmas 

arrived in their school, the children sat gleefully wait-
ing for the surprises to begin. Their little hands reach 
out to receive something they’ve never been given 
before, the love and joy of Christmas wrapped in a 
box for them. 
 For many American teens and children, the 
inexpressible joy of Operation Christmas children 
is something they cannot completely relate to or 
understand. American youth is blessed to live in the 
United States where receiving a gift on Christmas is 
something normal and expected.
 Senior Maggie Farnsworth said, “It’s just 
good to know that some little boy or girl will be re-
ally happy by getting this box of toys when they have 
nothing. I like to put in coloring books, toys, socks, 
shirts, and a toothbrush. In my family it’s a tradition, 
we do it every year!”
 The children receive more than a gift; they 
receive lasting and impacting love. When the boxes 
arrive, the children sit gathered around and are 
treated to the story of Christmas. This experience 
puts a spark in their hearts that they’ve never had the 
opportunity to feel before.
 Dunmoyer later said, “I think this has a huge 
positive impact on the children and their families. 
These families are impacted and blessed by this 
Christian outreach.”
 The year of 2012 will be one of the most 
important milestones in Operation Christmas Child 
as it will be 100 million gift-filled shoe boxes since 
1993. Operation Christmas Child spreads the spirit of 
Christmas to boys and girls who are in need of joy, 
and it accomplishes this mission through people who 
are already blessed with these gifts and wish to bless 
others with them.
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 Rockets launched from Pales-
tine have killed over 200 people in the 
past 3 months and as a result, conflict has 
escalated miserably. Tensions have risen 
against Israel and the Muslim extremist 
country Iran. Iran has been supplying the 
Palestinians with equipment and weapons 
to rage an all out assault on the democratic 
country of Israel. 
 The United States is an ally to 
the extremely smaller state of Israel, and 
has agreed that if Israel should lose foot-
ing in a drawn out conflict, stepping in to 
help is a solution. After many treaties and 
agreements in the 1900s, tension in the 
Middle East has not lessened. Complete 
war is a possibility, and it may drag in 
other world superpowers, causing a pos-
sible World War III. Of course, this is a 
worst case scenario.
 Conflict between the Israelis and 
the Palestinians has been ongoing since 
biblical times. Today, they are still fight-
ing over the same thing: land. The Gaza 
Straight that runs through central Israel has 
been the cause of bloodshed for over 2000 
years. 
 Israel has the full right to defend 
itself against the Palestinians and their 
long term enemy Iran. Iran has been sup-
plying the Palestinians with weaponry 
to attack Israel, causing massive hostile 
tension between the two countries (the 
Palestinians are a group of people, not 
a country, who “live” in Israel and are 

supported by the Muslim Brotherhood). 
Now Iran has a hatred of America and 
Israel, and the president of Iran has made 
open comments about wiping Israel right 
off the map. As tension strains, questions 
arise. Does Israel have the right to attack 
Iran? Will Iran make an open assault? 
Will allies come to support Israel?
 “Israel is doing what it can to 
survive,” says sophomore Adam Pois-
ner. “Israel also shouldn’t have to fight 
against Iran if the time may come. Iran 
should have already been dealt with.”
 Open remarks from the presi-
dent of Israel have claimed that Israel 
will do what it can to survive. In a way, 
Iran is using the Palestinians’ hatred of 
Israel for their benefit. Creating chaos 
and supplying the means of chaos against 
two opposing parties. If Israel finally 
comes out on top, they may be too weak 
themselves to fight an attack off against 
Iran. If the Palestinians gain an advan-
tage, their force will not be able to come 
close to hurting the Iranian forces. That 
is if other countries don’t step in. 
 “I believe if it escalates to a 
point where we [United States] need to 
step in and help our ally, we should,” 
says sophomore Karsten McDonell.
 The U.S would become 
involved to where the situation got to a 
point of out of control. The near future 
seems to be unbound.

A warm and fuzzy cup of nostalgia for El Cami-
no’s fellow 90’s kids. To those who’ve seen every 
Fresh Prince of Bel Air episode in it’s entirety, 
multiple times. Played Power Rangers with friends 
after school, always being the Red Ranger-thus 
holding the most responsibility. Used phrases like 
“da bomb” and having every Disney movie ready 
to watch on VHS. Been there, done that. Many 
from the ‘90s have to say a daily prayer for the 
poor children today who are stuck with shows like 
“Shake it Up”, followed by a moment of silence, in 
remembrance of great ones like “Kenan and Kel”.  
“I look at how great we all had it growing up, and I 
think a big reason for that was because we weren’t 
addicted to technology. The influence of the media 
is readily available now, and at such a young age, 
people can be negatively sucked in.” said Senior 
Allie Benton.
             Seeing today’s generation hold-
ing iPhones like it’s the next Tamagotchi is just 
insulting. And no matter how hot Rihanna and 
Chris Brown can get, their “love” is no match for 
Copanga’s (Cory and Topanga) romance. A world 
once filled with Ring Pops, Skip-Its, and Parachute 
Day during elementary school is now filled with 
children who have a different mindset.
             To be fair, children growing up today 
have it harder than we do if one thinks about 
it sensibly. It seems as if kids today have more 

enemies than friends. The news coverage paints bleak 
pictures for the economic outlook, a college education 
is growing more expensive, and jobs are few. The me-
dia depicts being skinny and trashy better than being 
intelligent and independent.  
The prison population, crime statistics and the lack of 
intergenerational communication makes ripe for the 
music industry to exploit the fears, concerns, frustra-
tions and indifferent attitudes of today’s urban youth. 
While 90s kiddies listened to the wise words to “don’t 
go chasin waterfalls, listen to the rivers and the lakes 
that you’re used to”, children today are bombarded 
with suggestions to look sexier.
             “I think music has influenced the way 
young students chose to conduct themselves. More 
often than not, unless you’re listening to Taylor Swift, 
a song will have negative influences” said Freshman 
Dennis Qual.  
             It seems the older one gets during high 
school, the more one wants to go back to the way 
things once were. Especially around the time of gradu-
ation for senior’s, this desire to go back to the days of 
ring-pops and innocence hit many full force. Students 
live for the days that are not as stressful, and fondly 
remember ones where going to school sounded fun.
             “I think the times when homework didn’t 
require staying up until one or two in the morning is 
much better than what many of us have to go through 
now. But it’s not just that-there wasn’t as much pres-
sure on students when we were younger. College, 
more responsibility, and peer groups can add a lot of 
stress now” said Senior Yesenia Diaz.
             Whenever one claims to be a 90s kids, 
often times said person is proud to come from that 
generation. As many of the Rugrat, Matilda, and Lion 
King lovers grow up, a sense of nostalgia brings a 
bittersweet moment.

90’s Kid Probz
Hannah Finegold
News Editor

Child. Dunmoyer stated, “I participate because I want 
children to feel about Christmas the same way we 
do; I want them to enjoy it. I like making little kids 
feel good about themselves. Since they have presents 
to look forward to, they’ll have a Christmas to look 
forward to.”
 Every year since its startup, Operation 
Christmas Child collects millions of wrapped shoe 
boxes and sends them to hurting children in various 
countries around the world. The boxes are put togeth-
er by generous people wishing to let a child know 
that they are precious and loved by someone. These 
boxes are filled with toys, school supplies, hygiene 
items, clothes, and accessories. Once the shoe boxes 
are collected, they’re sent to millions of children in 
over 100 countries.
 Sophomore Lauren Morford participates 
in Operation Christmas Child. Morford said, “I love 
putting gifts into the box, such as teddy bears, hair 
clips, and soap. Most of all, I love thinking about the 
child’s reaction when they open the box on Christ-
mas. I think this is an excellent way to spread Christ-
mas cheer.”
 Last year, over 8 million shoe box gifts 
were sent around the globe. Some of these gifts were 
delivered to a lower-class Filipino community living 
on the edge of a dump site. These people live off of 
the dump for it provides them with bottles and other 
trash to sell. For the children, the dump serves as a 
playground. When the Christmas Child shoe boxes 

A Ugandan child is thankful for his gifts.
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Wishes granted around the world

Since the founding of this great nation, 
Christmas has played an important 
role in a holiday culture unique to the 

United States. Personally, I love the holiday 
season. From the cold weather, to houses 
strewn with lights, to celebrating Christmas 
with family. Yet, the Christmas of today is far 
from that known by early Americans, or even 
by our parents when they were children. 
 Today, Christmas is centered around 
enterprise and business, as manufacturers 
of every conceivable gift force their prod-
ucts upon the unsuspecting customer with 
incessant advertising and slashed prices. But 
how exactly did Christmas grow into such 
a corporate paradise, especially considering 
it’s Spartan beginnings in such a humble, yet 
growing nation?
 At first, Christmas was largely re-
jected in the fledgling United States, as waves 
of reform in Europe drove the early Puritans 
to ignore the Christmas holiday. It wasn’t un-
til the 19th century that Christmas was made 
a part of the American culture, largely due in 
part to the efforts of Washington Irving. In 
1819, Irving wrote The Sketchbook of Geof-
frey Clayton, which portrayed the Christmas 
holiday as peaceful and generous, in which 
individuals from all social classes could set 
aside their differences and enjoy the festivi-
ties. However, the Northern states (with their 
Puritan roots) still resisted the establishment 
of Christmas, claiming that the celebration of 
Thanksgiving was more appropriate. None-
theless, Alabama became the first state to 
make Christmas a legal holiday in 1836, fol-
lowed by Louisiana and Arkansas two years 
later. 
 In 1870, Christmas was declared 
a national holiday, so by the time America 
advanced into the 20th century, many of the 
time-honored traditions we know and love 
today had been permanently cemented in 
place. Decorating trees, baking, caroling, 
and buying gifts for one’s family were now 
common practice. Along with Irving’s works, 
several other classic works of literature 
helped to guide Christmas in this direction, 
such as Charles Dickens’ A Christmas Carol, 
in which the title character is slowly evolves 
from a greedy tycoon to a generous philan-
thropist. These classical Christmas traditions 
would continue on for decades, well into the 
20th century. 
 Christmas, however, wasn’t only 
confined to simple familial festivities. The 
spirit of warm-heartedness and congenial-
ity that Irving had strove so hard to ingrain 
in the growing holiday was now an integral 
part of the Christmas tradition. This nature 
of good will was never more evident than on 
December 25, 1914, when in the midst of the 
First World War, both British and German 
soldiers laid down their rifles and crossed into 
no man’s land, armed only with good tidings 
and simple gifts to trade with their enemies. 
Despite their service in the most brutal war to 
date (at that time), these soldiers still retained 
their Christmas spirit. 
 By the 1950s and 1960s, Christmas 
was still very simplistic compared to the 
standards of modern times, but still took on a 
whole new face nonetheless. The introduction 
of television some years earlier brought with 
it many Christmas classics still enjoyed today, 
such as the Charlie Brown Christmas Special 
(1965) and How the Grinch Stole Christmas 
(1966). However, these movies came on only 
once per year, forcing those who wished to 
watch them to drop whatever they were doing 
and gather around the television. Gifts by this 
time were generally mass-produced toys (for 
children anyway) same as now, yet they were 
still very Spartan by comparison. Yet even 
with simple presents like dolls and matchbox 
cars, children would play happily with their 
newly acquired toys for hours on end.
 Unfortunately, we no longer live in 
such modest times. Christmas today is syn-
onymous with new phones, televisions, cars, 
and practically anything else that money can 
buy. “The bigger the better” seems to be the 
deciding factor in buying gifts. While these 
high-tech presents are certainly cool to use, 
they don’t always fit into the traditional pa-
rameters Christmas generosity. There certain-
ly isn’t anything especially wrong or obscene 
with today’s Christmas practices, yet at the 
same time, as we continue to distance our-
selves from practices of old, one must ponder 
how far this Christmas experiment will go? 


