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Civil War, part two: time to give up on the union?

Open carry debate battles closed mindedness

Bailey Church
Staff  Writer

Secession is an active subject 
in Texas and neighboring states 
these days.  Basically, the state can 
decide whether they want to split 
off of the union, which protects 
and cares for them, and can be an 
independent “Country”. It seems 
like Texas is always trying to 
secede from the United States, but 
never succeed.  
 This year is the closest they 
have ever come in a while. Their 
excuse is that President Obama  
(Democrat) had been reelected, and 
Texans are strong Republicans. The 
U.S has taken this subject as a joke, 
but when they saw the results of 
the petition, they were astonished. 
I think they are acting like a young 
child who don’t get their way. If 
they are mad about the presidential 
race, they should convince citizens 
to vote republican.

If they did secede from the 
U.S, How will they defend against 
foreign armies who see a weak 
point on capturing some surplus 
property. The Texans are very tough 
people you don’t want to mess with, 
but Mexico had Texas at one point 
in history, but if Texas secedes, 
will they take their opportunity to 
strike?

What if they happen to have 
a natural disaster?  They will not 
have the National Guard as a safety 
net, or the National Emergency 
Management Association to help 
recover from the Disaster. Basically 
they would be helpless without 
America.

  It would be very awkward for 
the neighboring states who now are 
next to the country of Texas. All 
sports teams Texas Sports teams 

will not associate with the NFL, 
NBA, and MLB. You would have 
to have a passport to enter Texas. 
We would lose a large part of the 
Republican say in elections, and a 
giant agricultural and oil effect on the 
United States, which leaves all of us 
in a BAD situation.

  Every state needs the financial 
support of the U.S. Without the 
money, they would have to quickly 
come up with new ways of getting 
income. This would probably result 
in deficit spending and a large 
loss in the first 5 years of Texas’ 
independence.

It doesn’t even make sense why 
they would even think about splitting 
off from the union. If California was 
to leave the Union, we wouldn’t last 
a year without the financial support 
and military blanket of The United 
States of America. There is nothing 
good that could come from the major 
change in U.S history. I am pretty 
sure there are some people in Texas 
who don’t agree with this either, and 
what will come from that? Revolts. 

Most of California thinks this is 
a joke, and it is, because Texas would 
not be strong enough to sustain being 
alone. It is like leaving a child in the 
woods when they have been sheltered 
most of their life, and that child is the 
great state of Texas. This has been a 
big subject since the early 1900’s, but 
it has never passed, so what makes 
them think it will pass now?  
 The citizens of Texas will never 
be prepared for the drastic change 
in the way they live and operate. 
The even larger question is what 
government will they choose, and 
how long will they be without a 
formal and consistent government? 
Don’t be prepared for this insane idea 
to ever come into action, because it 
won’t.

Megan Archer
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 Student teachers are a regular 
occurrence in schools, seeing as it is a 
requirement for an aspiring teacher to 
be a student teacher before becoming 
certified. Whether it’s an elementary, 
middle, or high school, they are not 
an uncommon thing. 
 A student teacher is a college 
student who wants to go into teach-
ing. They are under the supervision 
of a certified teacher to qualify for 
a degree in teaching, so they can 
have their own class one day. Stu-
dent teaching is meant to improve a 
possible teacher’s competence in the 
classroom.  
 Freshman Emma Atkins said, 
“I’ve had a student teacher before. 
I think it’s good for them to get the 
experience of teaching before hav-
ing a job. The student teacher I had 
improved over time. It’s beneficial for 
them.” 
 It’s helpful for young men or 
women to be in a classroom setting 
and learn how to teach. Sitting in 
class learning about how to teach is 
a lot different than being in a class-
room helping a certified teacher. You 
probably learn a lot more from being 
in the classroom, watching and help-

ing the teacher, than you learn sitting in 
class. 
 Education organizations agree. 
“Student teaching is one of the most 
important hands on experiences the 
education candidate will have with young 
children.” said lorainccc.edu. 
 Sometimes, the student teacher 
isn’t very good, and they won’t help the 
teacher or listen to their advice at all. 
They will do things their own way. If 
anything, they make it harder for them 
to teach. They can also play favorites in 
the class and have no control over the 
students. For the certified teacher, strik-
ing the balance between complaints and 
constructive criticism seems to be the 
key if the student teacher isn’t that great. 
 If the student teacher is good, it helps 
the certified teacher in many ways. They 
have extra help in the classroom, and can 
even learn from the student teacher. The 
certified teacher helps the student teacher 
as well. They show them how to be a 
good teacher and all the tricks and tips 
of teaching. Both the student teacher and 
certified teacher benefit. 
 Freshman Maggie Miller said, “I 
think elementary school students should 
only have one teacher in the classroom. 
Younger kids learn better when the 
source is consistent and the students are 
able to connect with one teacher better 
than multiple ones.” 
 It is one thing to learn about how to 

be a teacher in class. It’s completely 
different to be in a classroom helping 
a certified teacher. Student teachers 
also take over the class occasionally, 
and teach the students themselves. You 
learn a lot more by doing the work and 
teaching than you do reading a text-
book and listening to lectures. Hands 
on learning is the best kind of learning. 
If you want to person who aspires to 
be a teacher be a good teacher, hav-

ing them in a classroom learning and 
teaching is the best way to assure they 
will become a good teacher in the 
future. 
 Hopeful teachers must complete 
their student teaching before becoming 
a certified teacher with their own class-
room. Student teaching is an excellent 
way to help aspiring teachers learn and 
acquire the skills it takes to be a good 
teacher. 

Matthew Bollinger
Staff  Writer 

The carrying of firearms is certainly 
an image unique to the American 
culture. Seeing as how the United 
States was born out of the spawns 
of revolutionary war, then tamed the 
unsettled West over the next century, 
waging war along the way, it seems 
only natural that the American people 
would be strongly attached to their 
Second Amendment rights. Being the 
only nation on the face of the earth with 
such freedoms, the fact that these rights 
are being infringed upon by certain 
states – California among them – is 
outrageous. 

At the moment, seven states 
prohibit the open carrying of firearms, 
whether those be handguns or rifles. 
Fifteen more states have enacted 
legislation that requires those who 
wish to exercise a natural right, to 
apply for a permit in order to carry 
their guns. These arrant laws are not 
only an indecent attack on the average 
citizen, but unconstitutional as well, 
as they violate one’s right to keep and 
bear arms, a directive that in the words 
of our founding fathers, “shall not be 
infringed.”

Junior Natalie Mandeville said 

“I believe that any infringement on our 
second amendment rights is a highly 
dangerous trend.”

Not only does the outlawing of 
open carry usurp basic government 
doctrine, it only serves to place the 
average citizen at a disadvantage when 
confronting a violent criminal. As 
reckless as the average mugger may be, 
a man with a .357 magnum on his hip 
probably won’t be his first pick for a 
victim. 

“When someone sees you carrying, 
they aren’t going to want to mess 
with you,” remarked Senior Matthew 
LaMattina, “if you carry a concealed 
weapon, a criminal doesn’t know if 
you’re armed or not until it’s too late.”

The intimidation factor alone that 
comes with carrying a firearm is an 
indispensable asset when warding off 
potential assailants. After all, if you 
are confronted by an individual, armed 
or not, and you feel that your life is 
in jeopardy, you are authorized both 
legally and morally to defend yourself, 
even if that means shooting your 
attacker. And the funny thing is, the bad 
guys know it.   

By now, any sensible person would 
be shaking their head in disbelief, 
wondering how our government could 
possibly deprive the public of its ability 

to defend itself. The answer is actually 
quite simple. The America we know 
and love today is under the impression 
that law enforcement is fool proof. 
While the voluminous members of this 
honorable profession stop at nothing 
to bring criminals to justice after the 
fact, they cannot always interdict 
when a crime is being committed. 
That’s where the armed citizen comes 
in. Yet, as many politicians like to 
point out, this isn’t the “wild west” 
anymore, making the sight of an armed 
individual walking down the sidewalk 
troubling for some people.

“I believe that they should remain 
concealed, otherwise it may cause fear 
from those surrounding the person 
with a gun. I mean, if I saw someone 
just walking down the street with a 
gun just out there for everyone to see, 
I would be a little suspicious an tend to 
stay away, or even contact authorities,” 
said Junior Simone Afghari.  
 The sight of an individual open 
carrying in “progressive” Sacramento 
would probably get a few more 
stares than it would in Wichita, 
KS. Nevertheless, simply because 
protecting one’s self has gone out of 
style in California does not mean that 
doing so should be outlawed.

  

Megan 
Archer

Why is it that, in our society that so 
very much values individuality, 
that we are constantly working 

against people whose identities might not line 
up with our narrow-minded concept of how they 
are meant to be?

It isn’t just this big, evil society trying 
to ruin the lives of others, though. People do 
it to themselves all the time. People are so 
ridiculously uncomfortable with the idea of 
being different from others that they strive to 
attain this idea of “normal,” this idea that if 
they are like the others, they will be accepted 
and loved. 

 Have you ever been in class and had 
this brilliant idea, but you think it might be 
too controversial -- too far-fetched, nobody 
will possibly understand where you’re 
coming from -- so you stay silent. You don’t 
share it with anyone because you don’t want 
to embarrass yourself. You stay silent, and 
eventually, someone says something similar 
to what you were thinking, but not quite as 
radical. Then another person adds onto that, 
and it’s slowly creeping closer and closer 
the the brilliant thought that you had at the 
beginning of class. Pretty soon, the entire class 
has come to a consensus on that very idea that 
you were too afraid to say to anyone, and you 
are deprived of the satisfaction of being the 
one to impart these thoughts to your peers. 

People do this all the time. Even 
those who live their lives against the norm 
intentionally, doing their best to attain 
“individuality” are doing exactly the same 
thing. There is an entire section of our society 
that is constantly trying to be different than 
the mainstream, but really, they are just 
comparing to each other instead of to society 
as a whole.

Take stores like Hot Topic, for example. 
Once upon a time, before many of us were 
old enough to shop there, it was the store for 
people who were too “different” to shop at the 
normal department stores. It was poorly lit and 
intimidating, and everyone who shopped there 
was trying to create their own identity unlike 
anyone else ever before. But if you shop at a 
store made especially for people who want to 
be different -- and everyone is shopping at the 
same store with the same goals in mind -- you 
all end up looking completely identical. Fifty 
people who look like Hot Topic models are 
not fifty unique individuals, they are copies 
of the same kind. They are exactly what it is 
that they are trying to rebel against -- they are 
conformists.

Someone who is truly, deeply anti-
conformist would, by nature, would not 
want to go against the mainstream, because 
purposely avoiding being alike to other people 
is essentially inverse conformity. If you’re 
not the same, you’re different -- either way, 
you’re letting the evil “society” influence your 
entire life. A true anti-conformist would not 
care what the others thought. If they liked One 
Direction, they would listen to them regardless 
of how mainstream it is. If they didn’t, they 
wouldn’t -- and they definitely wouldn’t listen 
to them ironically. 
 But this individuality is completely 
unattainable. People have this intrinsic need 
to compare themselves to others, to know 
that they measure up. It’s human nature, but 
it inhibits much emotional and intellectual 
growth that could take place if people were 
truly free from the constraints placed upon 
them by the world in which they live -- and 
those constraints that they unknowingly place 
upon themselves. That’s why we have this 
need to discuss our innermost feelings and 
desires with other people. Really, those are 
things that should be personal, they don’t 
really interest anyone else and you have no 
motivation to share them. But we feel so 
very compelled to share them to figure out 
whether or not we’re normal. If you share 
your personal thoughts, someone else will 
share theirs, and then you can both silently 
compare and figure out how you measure up. 
Everyone treads lightly, careful not to say 
anything too radical in case the other person 
completely disagrees. This self-regulation 
and censorship is how we form our ideas and 
thoughts. Ideas are neither created nor voiced 
in a vacuum. You are always open to criticism, 
from yourself and from others.

Everything that makes us individuals -- or 
not -- is the product of our own censorship. 
Nothing is ever actually true, genuine, and 
unprocessed. We limit ourselves to conform 
to social norms, and when we occasionally 
say “no, I’m not doing this, I’m going to be 
an individual” we try to conform to the other 
“individuals” instead. 
 Being a hipster shouldn’t be a culture or 
a specific group of people. It’s contradictory 
-- a true anti-conformist would not want to 
conform to a large population of people like 
that. A true anti-conformist would not take 
into account the thoughts or opinions of others 
at all. Eventually, as a society, we will accept 
that there is really no such thing, there is no 
way to avoid the influence of others. But for 
now, we will have to deal with the constant, 
misguided pursuit of individuality. 

Archer’s Aim

The word “secession” often 
frightens people, stigmatized by the 
Civil War and the fear that with our 
union of states disbanded, we will 
wither away. There comes a time in 
every great society, however, that we 
must reexamine the government and 
customs that we live by, and should 
these no longer be sufficient, do 
away with them.

Directly following the reelection 
of President Barack Obama, a 
Texas man identified only as Micah 
H. from Arlington, Texas, started 
a petition on the White House 
website to declare Texas sovereign 
and secede from the United States. 
Micah and the other over one 
hundred thousand signers of this 
petition believe that the federal 
government no longer reflects the 
values and beliefs upon which this 
country was founded. The petition 
was widely popular and spawned 
copycat petitions for several other 
states, many of which have received 
similar levels of support. 

 Opponents argue that Texas 
could not survive as a sovereign 
nation. Texas, however, has an 
incredibly large economy – the 
second largest of all US states 
(second to California) and much 
larger than many other thriving first 
world countries. It could survive 
on its abundant oil and agriculture 
industries alone. Should it secede 
from the union, Texas would no 
longer receive “federal money,” but 
it would also not have money taken 
out in federal taxes.  
 The argument that Texas relies 
on “federal money” becomes invalid 
when one remembers that there is 
no such thing as federal money. The 
money that the federal government 

has is simply taken from the states 
and the individuals residing within 
them and redistributed among various 
programs designed to help the states. 
Because of this, Texas actually pays 
more to the federal government than 
it ever receives back – meaning that 
it would actually have more wealth at 
its disposal should it no longer have 
to fund the programs of the other 
states.

Texas was once its own nation 
and many Texans feel that they should 
reclaim that sovereignty; they believe 
that their own state government 
could better provide for and protect 
its people than the US government. 
But what about the other states? 
Talk of secession is nothing new in 
Texas, but the other states following 
in its footsteps have not previously 
expressed such a widespread and 
extreme view. The popularity of the 
secession movement is a sign that 
our government might just be fixed 
beyond repair, and it is time for a 
change.

The overarching issue lies not 
within the practicality of the matter, 
but it is merely the principle: citizens 
of the US do not feel that their federal 
government is doing its best to protect 
them or take care of them. They feel 
that their money is being misspent 
and they think that the government 
is too big, taking away too many 
rights that should be reserved to the 
states. Even if one discounts the 
stance of these secessionists as too 
rash and extreme, they have only 
turned to this because they feel that 
they cannot withstand the government 
growing and encroaching upon any 
more of their rights. These citizens 
are tired of having their money and 
liberties siphoned off to the federal 
government and away from the 
individual states where they belong.

 
 

The teacher becomes the student
and the reasons for student teachers
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New laws ban the open carry of hanguns
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Miss Blachowski is getting hands-on teaching experience in Mr. Peppel’s class.


