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Santa’s little strumpets are sexing up the season
Antonia Rose
Entertainment Editor

The holidays are a time to recall fond 
memories of sitting around that noble 
fir placed center stage in the house. It is 
the time to gather with loved ones and 
celebrate the season of give and take. 
However, as the years pass and one  can 
recollect nostalgic views of childhood, 
there has been a shift in the principle of 
the holiday season. 

What used to be about going christmas 
light viewing with the family and drinking 
hot chocolate by the fire, has suddenly 
diverge down a slightly less moral path. 
Often times in high school, the word 
“holidays” cogitates of the slutty escapades 
of girls desperate for attention around this 
season. 

“It’s ridiculous that this season brings 
out that side of most girls when it is 
supposed to be about spending time with 
family. Not about running around with the 
first guy who’s willing to give you some 
attention. Why don’t you just go and sit 
on Santa’s lap?” said Junior Domonique 
Sacre.

It is a little known fact that dur-
ing the holidays, the total percentage of 
STD’s goes up. From 2010 to 2011, the 
spread of syphillis went up by 11.6% 
just between the months of December 
through March. 

To say the least, the give and take 
of “presents” holds a new meaning 
when represented by this certain type of 
person. Media could also be to blame 
for lack of self control during the joy-

ous season. Certain movies such as Mean 
Girls, portray the popularity of scantily 
clad Santa’s helpers dancing sexually about 
the stage. 

Other cinematic influences are 
partially to blame for the necessity to be 
loved. Almost every holiday movie found 
on the various season oriented channels, 
depicts some sort of inevitable romantic 
flame tended by the holiday spirit. Maybe, 
it is just the thought of kissing the perfect 
someone under the mistletoe. Even those 
catchy Christmas tunes, identify with 
spending the holidays with someone spe-
cial. Regardless, why feel the need to wear 
less clothes when it’s cold outside?

“No guy is going to think you’re 
attractive if you’re sick. Seriously, yeah 
kissing someone under the mistletoe is 
cute but in reality, that should be done 
with someone special. Not some guy that 
promises to be your cuddle buddy and then 
you never see again,” said Sacre. 

To be fair, the season does call for 
snuggling by the fire and sharing that 
special lip lock on New Year’s Eve, in 
contrast, is it really worth it to spend the 
holidays acting promiscuously just to  hang 
out with some sort of “booty call”, or 
spend it with family and friends in the true 
spirit of the season. 

“This time of year is meant to be for 
family and friends and if you have a spe-
cial someone, then sure! It’s suppose to be 
a time of smiles and gratitude for the things 
you have. I’m pretty sure, nowhere in the 
memoir does it say to wear tiny dresses 
and make out with every guy you meet at 
a Christmas party,” said Sophomore Alana 
Roberts. 

Teenagers are notorious for being 
irrational emotional wrecks a significant 
portion of the time. Some of them take 
out this stress in constructive ways… 
others in ways that are far more damag-
ing. Fighting has always been a part of 
the high school experience. The cli-
ché of the two boys running around in 
circles, daring one another to throw the 
first punch, while the rest of the school 
rushes to gather around and watch. The 
vice principals and teachers pushing and 
shoving their way to the middle to split 
up the angry students before they injure 
each other. The excited spectators watch-
ing eagerly and cheering them on.

Unfortunately, high school fights 
in the real world are never as entertain-
ing as the ones in movies. Most of the 
time, nothing happens at all, and the fight 
is over before it ever actually begins. 
Disgruntled students return to wherever 
they were before the fight began, and 
frustrated administrators write detentions 
and Saturday schools for the emotion-
ally unstable children that never got to 
release all of that tension in a physical 
fight. Fighting in high school is point-
less and stupid and never gets anyone 
anywhere. High school fights are just 

a black hole of misplaced emotions and 
raging hormones, owned by adolescents 
who are not yet mature enough to handle 
themselves. They take out their pent-up 
rage in fights, and often the person they 
are fighting is not actually the object of 
their anger at all.

El Camino has always had the oc-
casional tussle, but this school year seems 
to have brought with it far more fights 
than usual. This is probably significantly 
due to the new freshman class -- these 
freshmen are the same children who 
started the huge newsworthy food fight at 
Arcade Middle School. While that might 
only be a small portion of our freshman 
class, the students of this new age group 
are the ones making the rules and social 
constructs for all of the others. They influ-
ence the others, and their anger perme-
ates the entire population of the school, 
encouraging more fights that should have 
never started in the first place.

So many of the fights this year have 
been nothing more than a cry for atten-
tion, too. The multitude of almost-fights: 
the student throwing nachos at the other 
one, the group of guys ganging up on 
another guy who supposedly stole some-
one’s girlfriend -- those are nothing more 

than a cry for help. They’re a sign that 
these children cannot handle their own 
feelings, a sign that all they really want is 
attention from their peers. These students 
are not emotionally mature enough to 
get attention in ways that won’t get them 
in trouble or earn them a bad reputation. 
They go for the instant fix.  
 Fighting is the quickest fix, it’s 
instant gratification, it gets them a lot of 
attention quickly, even though they know 
it will be over almost as quickly as it be-
gan, when everyone moves onto the next 
fight or drama. It is rare that a fight actu-
ally becomes legendary like the fabled 
high school fights featured in movies 
and the stories your parents tell. Usually, 
they’re just enough to provide lunchtime 
entertainment, and everyone just laughs 
and makes fun of the participants the 
next day before eventually just forgetting 
about it completely.

The people who fight at school do 
earn a reputation and garner attention for 
themselves, but it is for all the wrong rea-
sons, and it is not necessarily the positive 
attention that they are looking for. They 
are never regarded highly, nobody is ever 
afraid of them. People have this miscon-
ception that if they get into a fight (and 

especially if they win) everyone will think 
them a total badass and fear them, but that 
just isn’t what happens. Most of the time, 
people whisper about them because they 
thought the fight was boring, or they lose 
what little bit of respect that they might 
have initially had for the person. Their fif-
teen minutes of fame is usually not worth 
the long-term consequences. 

Now with the advent of social media, 
fighting is more dangerous than ever, and 
not just the risk of getting a black eye. 
Any ‘good’ fight is always immediately 
posted to YouTube for the world to see, 
which makes it impossible for students 
to escape any legal or administrative 
punishment by saying “it wasn’t me” or 
“it didn’t happen that way” because the 
proof is all in the video. It also exposes 
the fighters to cyberbullying and embar-
rassment because a wider group of people 
are exposed to it.

Fighting in high school -- or at all, 
but especially in high school -- is com-
pletely pointless. The long-term negatives 
greatly outweigh the positives. And let’s 
be honest, every time there’s a “big” fight 
on campus, the collective opinion of most 
of the student body is that it’s probably 
just some stupid freshmen.

So whether or not chestnuts are roast-
ing over an open fire, Rudolph the red 
nosed reindeer is going down in history, 
or the grinch is stealing Christmas, this 
time of year is special. All that joy and the 

memories that linger through one’s mind, 
cannot be squandered by the idealism 
of wearing wearing skimpy clothes and 
holiday hookups. 

 

 

Website Editor
Annie Lin

 

Schoolground fist-fights prove a futile endeavor

Allison McAdoo
Staff  Writer

Everyone remembers that feeling 
of walking into their first rally. Posters 
everywhere, music blasting, the floor is 
shaking, there’s no way anyone could 
possibly hear themselves think, and many 
other overwhelming feelings that go along 
with all that. Student government and teachers 
are guiding masses of students where they’re 
supposed to sit, and it’s organized chaos 
everywhere. Cheerleaders are either excitedly 
standing off to the side, or performing right 
in the middle of the floor for all to see as the 
students enter in the doors. That first rally sets 
the tone for the rest of high school, according 
to all the things we hear in movies. . . so why 
is it some people absolutely hate attending 
the rallies? 

Senior Spring Killian said, “I think 
people hate rallies because they aren’t a part 
of them, they don’t think they are interesting, 
they just aren’t interested, they have better 
things to be doing, etc. There are a number 
of things, and with each person it will be 
different.” 

To some students, the idea of sitting 
in the large gym with almost every other 
person in the school squished next to them 
just isn’t appealing. They see the rallies 
as repetitive and obnoxious. and generally 
want to leave before they even walk in the 
entryway. Throughout the rally, they sit 
there with clenched teeth, determined to 
have a bad time. No matter who performs, 
they sit there sour-faced, seeing everything 
as amateurish and stupid. 

Freshman Hannah Balstad said, 
“[The rallies are] cool. But for some reason 
I feel like they could be more exciting.”  
Many students look and see their favorites 
performing in every rally, however: the 
B-Boys, Hip-Hop Anonymous, and more. 
The themes are always well related to the 

current time of year as well as the general 
student body. However, so many students 
see changes they think should be made to 
issues that happen yearly in the rallies to 
make them better.

Senior Kalani Fetyko said, “[Student 
government should try] to not be so predict-
able. Maybe throw in a twist here and there. 
Kind of like how they did last year by hav-
ing the “Teach Me How To Glow” theme. 
Just something to keep the students on their 
toes.” Admittedly, most of the rallies seem 
like something normal and unexciting to a 
junior or a senior, especially when compared 
to how the freshman and sophmores see it. 
It can get a little repetitive to the upperclass-
men, when rallies start to seem hectic and 
rushed, especially to those paying attention 
to how the rally is being run because they 
feel there hasn’t been enough of a switch-up 
to focus on. 

Killian, Balstad, and Fetyko agree that 
the rallies are far too short to allow for the 
amount of interesting things that could catch 
the attention of those that are simply bored. 
Also, it would allow for those who desire to 
perform in the rallies to join in, because they  
feel like it’s just too full already to even of-
fer to perform in the rally. 

“I was in a rally once and there was no 
time for any of those in student government 
to relax. If there was a time extension in the 
rallies, I believe it might lighten the load on 
their shoulders,” said Fetyko. 

In general, the rallies are meant to pro-
vide something fun for everyone. It’s a good 
way to see teachers being silly outside of 
class, to spend time with friends, enjoy the 
talents of peers, and for those that doesn’t 
sound appealing to, at least it’s mandatory 
removal from instructional time. Whether a 
student likes to attend them or not, and even 
if they believe they aren’t fun, the main stu-
dent body will love the rallies each for their 
own individual reasons, for better or worse.

Chris Lunger
Staff  Writer

Attendance is a huge deal to the 
administration at El Camino. According 
to the set up by the district, the more 
kids who are in class each day, the more 
funding the school gets. El Camino 
recently received a grant to help improve 
the school, and part of this money is 
going towards the new “attendance 
incentive days”. According to the 
program, there are days, usually ones 
with historically low attendance such as 
the day after Thanksgiving break, where 
the class with the highest percentage 
of students who showed up win the 
“incentive” to show up, something like 
pizza or muffins. The question is though, 
does this really work?

“Absolutely not” said Senior Jim-
my Wiley. “kids are either going to go 
to school or they’re not. One orange 
freeze is not going to change that.”

Teenagers have a stereotype of 
doing two things: sleeping and eating. 
By appealing to their stomachs, it has 
people at least thinking about the in-
centive day in general. But how much? 
There are so many announcements and 
things going on at El Camino, this one 
can get lost in the shuffle, especially 
when it’s the day after Thanksgiving 
break and people can’t remember their 
schoolwork much less an attendance 
incentive day.

“What was that again?” said 
junior Josh Jordan when asked what 
he thought about attendance incentive 
days.

It’s understood that the school 
gets funding from attendance, but the 
whole idea of an incentive day is just 
wrong. It’s awarding kids for doing 

something that they should be anyway, 
instead of the kids who are going out 
of their way to try and do great things. 
“The squeaky wheel gets the grease” 
seems to be a fitting way to describe it.

In a situation such as attendance, 
teenagers may suffer from futile voting 
syndrome, where, much like during elec-
tions, they feel they are too small of a 
party to make any real impact on results. 
It’s ironic as well that there are so many 
announcements about the incentive 
days when the kids who are chronically 
absent wouldn’t be at school to hear the 
announcements anyways.

Each decision made by a person is 
weighed by each option’s benefit and 
disadvantages, including attendance. 
Sometimes students choose to stay 
home and relax as opposed to coming to 
school for one day to maybe have a shot 
at getting a muffin in the morning. Muf-
fins aren’t exactly a prized resource in 
the world, and students who stay home 
may even be able to get the best of both 
worlds if they have muffins at home, 
completely getting rid of the incentive.

“I’m not going to change my plans 
to go to school because of a slice of 
pizza,” said senior Mark Barton. “it’s 
nice if my class happens to win, but if I 
really want pizza that badly I would just 
go buy some.”

Sometimes, attendance is out of 
the student’s control. Maybe their little 
sibling has the day off and their parents 
don’t want to pay the money to get a 
babysitter. Maybe they’re spending an 
extra day in Idaho visiting family. These 
are cited as reasons for the incentive 
days for even existing, but the days 
aren’t appealing to the crowd that can do 
anything about it. If the administration 
really wants to do something about it, 
they need to go after the parents who are 
making these decisions.
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Provocative dancing in Mean Girls sets a bad example for the holidays.

Incentive days showcase 
lack of student motivationRallies cheer up 

grumpy students


