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Breaking Bad is a television show 
rising in popularity, shown simply by 
the buzz it has created at El Camino.  
It is so intriguing that both teachers 
and students of EC are practically dy-
ing for the fifth and supposedly final 
season of the show.

“The seasons are truly gripping,” 
said Senior Logan Vick.  “My favor-
ites are the first and the fourth because 
of how the show started and because 
of how the great plot-twist at the end 
of the fourth turns the story around 
180 degrees,” he remarked.

There are many main characters 
of the show.  However, the character 
on which the story pivots is Walter 
White, an ordinary chemistry teacher.

The first season develops the cre-
ation of this man as a protagonist who 
eventually becomes the antagonist.  
Walter White discovers he has cancer 
and decides to run a methamphet-
amine lab with an old student of his 
to pay for his medical bills and secure 
his family’s financial future.  Any first 
impression of the show is close to 
unbelievable.

“Selling methamphetamine goes 
against all teacher ethics,” stated Mrs. 
Riggs. 

 “My initial thought of the show 
was that it sounds awful, but now I 
am hooked.”

 “People enjoy the risks that 
Walt takes.  Also, it is easy enough to 
put myself in Walt’s shoes,” Vick said 
on the probable reason for the show’s 
success.

Many critics feel similarly, having 
thoughts that Walter is a character one 
can sympathize with in hard economic 
times, even though his courses of actions 
do seem drastic.  He is a man at war with 
himself and allows for his wild side to 
take control in order to obtain a goal.

However, Riggs believes the show’s 
success is due to the incredible acting, 
unusual story, and creative cinematogra-
phy.

“I thoroughly love the start of every 
episode because of how the director 
hones in on a seemingly random object 
and slowly zooms out to focus on a big-
ger picture,” said Riggs.

Compared to other television series, 
this one is significantly different.  The 
show is not only of turning to the dark 
side, but also of depicting the life of those 
who live in such shambles.

“A specific episode called ‘Peek-A-
Boo’ does it the best by putting a child 
under the chains of meth addicts.  When 
Walt finds the child, he tries to help him, 
teaching it the game of ‘Peek-A-Boo’,” 
Riggs said. “It truly shows the soft side of 
the series.”

There is much debate regarding what 
the writers should do with the story.  All 
fans want more, for obvious reasons.

So, the fifth season will be separated 
into two parts.  Both will contain eight 
episodes, but even that might not be 
enough for the writers to fully envelop 
the drama of such an important landmark 
series in television history.Continuation 
of Breaking Bad may lead to seven or 
eight seasons. 

 Every boy wants to be him. Every girl 
wants to be with him. He drives an Austin Mar-
tin. He orders his martini shaken, not stirred, 
though there is hardly a difference. 
 Even though he has been around for over 
sixty years, he is still portrayed as forever 
young. He has the latest gadgets and coolest 
guns. He works for the British Secret Service. 
He is better known as 007. He can only be 
introduced in one way. Bond, James Bond.
 First appearing in the novels by Ian Flem-
ming, dating back to 1953, Agent 007 has 
become an icon all over the world. Since then, 
over twenty Bond films have been made, the 
latest being Skyfall starring Daniel Craig, the 
latest Bond actor. 
 There have been a total of seven actors 
portraying the coveted James Bond role, rang-
ing from Sean Connery to Pierce Bronson to 
Craig.
            Though there have been several differ-
ent actors, the character of James Bond still 
obtains his badass attitude, rugged looks, and 
remarkable skill to be the world’s greatest spy. 

nality, others like the computer generated 
effects that add great elements to the film.
            “I’m more of a fan of the latest 
Bond movies,” said Senior Maddy Voges. 
“I haven’t really seen any of the older ones 
though, so it’s kind of hard to compare.”
            The acting is really all up to personal 
taste. Many people find the favorite bond 
actors to be Connery, since he was the first, 
and Craig, since he is the newest. 
 Craig may not be the most handsome 
of all Bond actors, but he brings to the table 
a different take on the character, which is a 
rugged and mysterious attitude.
            “I definitely like Craig as the most 
current face of Bond. Though he isn’t the 
most attractive guy, I think he does the role 
justice and shows everyone what is it like to 
really be James Bond,” said Senior Michelle 
Tafoya.
            Whether you are a fan of the older 
movies or the new ones, something everyone 
can agree on is that James Bond will always 
be the most popular secret service agent.
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 Bond’s traditional black suit with the trademark 
black bowtie is something that appears in every film 
and is worn by every actor. Oh, and let’s not forget that 
trademark jingle building up suspense that comes on 
every time Bond enters or exits a movie.
            “I can always tell a James Bond movie is on by 
the song in the background,” said Sophomore McKen-
zie Reeder-Esparza.
            But how do the older movies and older actors 
compare with the new age actors and superior technol-
ogy that is rapidly improving? 
 While some prefer the older films and their origi-
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Our loved ones never truly die and 
are dead to us until we have all but 
forgotten them. Death is a scary 

thought. However, most of us have been forced 
to endure it’s gut wrenching pang of pain that 
wreaks havoc upon our hearts. 

  Loss is different for everyone, though it is 
a common terror constantly lingering through-
out the back of our minds. It is hard to imagine 
losing someone so dear to you. Lucky for me, 
my imagination runs carelessly without regards 
to my inner sense of reality. Out of experi-
ence, I can hardly describe the feeling of losing 
someone so dear to my heart. It feels almost as 
horrible as stepping on a lego. Right then and 
there, it seems as though the pain is too much to 
bare and life is nothing more than a sick game 
of various cruelties. 

  To me, even the thought of losing some-
one I truly care about, hurts. It is like looking 
into a tunnel full of darkness searching for that 
one tiny beam of glimmering hope, but instead 
being hit face on with the train of realism that 
the one that once was alive mere seconds ago, 
is now gone, forever. Lost eternally, without 
explanation. I can remember, the other night 
after my most recent dealings with loss, looking 
at the stars and wondering “Why?” 

  As I sat there and pondered this “fair 
omnipotent being” , the giver of life,  I began 
to think, “Well, maybe they aren’t stars, but 
rather openings in heaven where the love of our 
lost ones pours out and shines through to let us 
know they are happy.” This thought alone made 
me question all the relationships in my life. 

  In retrosepct, losing my most recent 
deceased connection, I value the qualities I 
noticed about said relationship. With him,  I 
felt useful, needed, never lonely, bubbly, like 
someone was always listening even if he didn’t 
have much to say in response. With him, I was 
practically at home whenever his big beady 
eyes dared to look directly into mine. We’ve 
shared that bond since the day he was born, 
feeling as though that connection was years old, 
though in reality time had decieved us. Time 
had enveloped us like air envelopes the Earth. 
Nothing truly compares to that day that he 
became nothing more than a memory. I loved 
him more than anything else. He was always 
there for me. We were tighter than a knot on 
a cherry stem. He was the ping to my pong; 
the right to my wrong. The left to my right; 
the day to my night. Sometimes, it would be 
easy enough to forget to appreciate what we 
had when I would become so enraptured in the 
insignificant fractures of my days. Yet somehow 
in hindsight, though I regret neglecting the time 
I had left with him, I found myself comfort-
able with knowing that he loved me, even if we 
weren’t always together. He was different from 
the others. “WAS”. Wow, that will be dfficult to 
get used to saying. Sure it’s not the end of the 
world (BA DUM TSSSS) to lose someone dear 
to your hear.

  Regardless, I will always hold his memory 
in my heart. The first time he swam at my 
house. Or the first time we watched “The Note-
book”, not that he was given a choice, really. 

  These things that can seem so insignificant  
in the moment, somehow ended up meaning a 
lot. So, if there is one ting I ask of you to take 
away from this, (no not YOLO) it is to live 
each day with the people and things you love as 
though it may be the last, because no one can 
ever confidently say that they will live to see 
tomorrow. Sometimes we are forced to learn 
that the hard way. 

  Death is nothing more than our souls be-
ing turned over fromthe concept of time, to 
the concept of eternity. In loving memory of 
Swimmy the Goldfish. November 24th, 2012 - 
December 9th, 2012. Rest In Peace and “Just 
Keep Swimming” little guy!

Agent 007, worldly hero, guns it into people’s hearts.
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BREAKING BAD 
BREAKS BOUNDARIES

Feel like the world is going to end on December 21st and there is nothing any-
one can do? Well, it’s true. Enjoy!

1) “Voodoo Child” (slight returns) - Jimi Hendrix

2) “London Calling” - The Clash

3) “God Save the Queen” - The Sex Pistols

4) “They won’t go when I go” - Stevie Wonder

5) “Eyes on Fire” - Blue Foundation

6) “Ain’t No Rest for the Wicked” - Cage the Elephant 

7) “Freebird” - Lynrd Skynyrd

8) “Letters from the Sky” - Civil Twilight

9) “Otherside” - The Red Hot Chili Peppers

10) “Nothing Else Matters” - Metallica

11) “Slow Dancing in a Burning Room” - John Mayer

12) “Two Suns in the Sunset” - Pink Floyd

13) “Love Song” - 311

14) “Bad Moon Rising” - Creedance Clearwater Revival

15) “Yesterday” - The Beatles

16) “Paradise City” - Guns N’ Roses

17) “When the World Ends” - The Dave Matthews Band

18) “If it Wasn’t for You” - Various Cruelties

Antonia  Rose

Every rose has 
its thorn


