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 Django Unchained is the winter’s most antici-
pated film release. Famed and controversial director 
Quentin Tarantino’s new film will follow one of his 
major themes, that of an abused class of people ris-
ing up against their abusers and gratuitously taking 
vengeance. In Django Unchained, a former slave, 
(Jamie Foxx) and a grizzled bounty hunter, (Chris-
toph Waltz) form a partnership with the goal of 
reclaiming Django’s enslaved wife from the clutches 
of a charming but brutal plantation owner played by 
Leonardo Dicaprio. The film will feature Tarantino 
signatures such as a star studded cast, dark humor, 
graphic violence, and a hard wired musical sound-
track.
  Past Tarantino films such as Inglorious Bastards 
and Kill Bill have used the abused taking vengeance 
theme and ridden it to both popular and critical suc-
cess. In Kill Bill, a scorned woman awakes from a 
coma with a burning desire to find who tried to kill 
her and return the favor. The most recent Tarantino 
film, Inglourious Basterds, features the ultimate 
historical revenge scenario. A ragtag group of Jew-
ish guerilla soldiers spend the film terrorizing Nazis 
in imaginatively violent manners before climati-
cally killing Adolf Hitler with an explosion of epic 
proportions. Junior Crysta Boston was a fan of the 
movie, saying “I liked it. It was exciting and unex-
pected. I liked that the chick was willing to give up 

her theater just to kill a bad guy.” The success of these 
revenge flicks undoubtedly were one of the major rea-
sons Tarantino wrote the script of Django Unchained.
  Tarantino has made many movies with a huge 
amount of anticipation before the film’s debut. For 
example, cult classic Pulp Fiction was one of the most 
talked about and looked forward to films of the entire 
1990’s. However even the excitement that film cre-
ated pales compared to the fervor accompanying the 
Christmas day release of Django. 
 Senior Mike Greco said “Django looks freak-
ing amazing! Just watch the trailer. I think its bomb 
because it shows a repressed person rising up against 
his repressor and seeking his revenge for all the pain 
he caused.” The production and script of Django has 
been an open secret since the year of 2007. Since that 
year, as Tarantino has revealed a growing amount of 
tidbits rumors began to circulate at a rapid rate. It was 
a widely held belief that Will Smith would be cast as 
Django. Once Smith backed out Tarantino was forced 
to cast his second choice, Jamie Foxx, as Django. The 
script was completed in late 2011 amid constant cast 
changes. The chaotic development process concluded 
and resulted in a movie much different than the one 
Tarantino had in mind.
  The movie’s soundtrack will feature both classic 
artists such as Ennio Moricone as well as contempo-
rary musicians like Frank Ocean, John Legend, Rick 
Ross, and the film’s star Jamie Foxx. The eclectic 
soundtrack will be released on December 18th, a week 
before the premiere of the movie, in an attempt to 
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produce additional interest.
  As all of Tarantino’s recent projects, Django 
Unchained will feature a plethora of top name 
stars. I n addition to Foxx, Walsh, and Dicaprio, 
other stars including Jonah Hill, Kerry Washington, 
Tarantino regular Samuel L. Jackson, and Bruce 
Dern will play roles.

  Although his movies feature too much 
violence for much of the movie faring crowd, 
Tarantino’s Django Unchained is expected to be a 
smash hit in large part due to it appeal among high 
school students. Chances are some of your friends 
will see, and love, it.      

Django Unchained unleashes havoc on California 
box offices.

Django Unchained comes to box offices all over California and the U.S.
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Imagine long lines full of squealing 
pre-teen girls, all wearing homemade 
t-shirts claiming to belong to one team 
or another, and being unable to hear one-
self think: this is most likely the movie 
premiere for a popular book. 
 The one problem is, the majority 
of the people waiting in line to see this 
movie are not the original fan base for 
the book; most of the fans of the book 
are sitting at home, shaking their heads 
in disgust at the movie that they know 
will probably be a failure in relation to 
the book, although they do plan to see it 
eventually anyway.
 The real question is why do the 
fans of the books almost always hate the 
movie, even before it comes out? 
 Senior Charles Bawolski said, 
“They never bring out the real story, 
especially with popular books.” He 
went on to say that a lot of the things 
that don’t make the cut are small bits of 
character development that weren’t too 
popular with the general public, although 
they were necessary to the integrity of 
the plotline.
 In Bawolski’s words, “they change 
the entire story and ending from the 
book to the movie,” and it happens 
in every popular series that becomes 

well known; for example, The Hunger 
Games, the Harry Potter series, and the 
newer I Am Legend. 
 Fans of the books always notice the 
little changes that the directors make to 
the storylines, such as, in The Hunger 
Games. Katniss’ friend Madge gives her 
the mockingjay pin in the book, how-
ever, in the movie, her little sister Prim 
does instead. 
 Those who never read the book 
saw it as a touching scene between two 
siblings that made one want to root for 
Katniss even more as she went into the 
Games, but for those who did read it, 
it was a symbol of a lazy director who 
didn’t want to deal with the character 
development for Madge. 
 Senior Kylie Coulam believes that 
“little add-ons are always nice” though, 
she prefers when the movie does stick 
to the book. “Some books don’t explain 
everything clearly, like how [the char-
acters] got there…little things like that 
improve the movie,” Coulam explains.
 Some scenes from books aren’t 
the most conventional to transform into 
movie format, so it does make sense as 
to why a director would be forced to 
change a scene. Many cuts made in the 
transition irritate the fans, the same way 

book fans all across the board are irritated 
when their favorite book is made into a 
movie.
With this general irritation, one must ask 
why these books are made into mov-
ies in the first place, if their general fan 
base hates them before they even hit the 
theater?
  Coulam believes that it’s “to make 
[a] visual for those who have a bad 
imagination.” Those who originally read 
the books have preconceived notions of 
how it should look, perfected to their own 
biases and beliefs, but newer fans who 
have trouble with creating their own little 
“mind movie”, love it when someone 
other than them visualizes and expresses 
their ideas into the story so said new fans 
can understand it. 
 Bawolski, however, had a much 
simpler idea. “Money…pure and simple. 
People will go see the movie if they enjoy 
the book, and even if the book is popular, 
but they haven’t read it personally.”
 No matter what reason one believes 
books are made into movies, the fans will 
compromise, the public will enjoy, and in 
the end, everyone has to agree: they will 
get some form of entertainment from that 
movie, whether they like it or not.

 One would be hard-pressed to find someone 
who hasn’t heard of the legendary Lord of the Rings 
franchise by JRR Tolken. Grossing 2.92 billion in box 
office and winning 17 of 30 academy awards for which 
it was nominated, going 11 for 11 for The Return of the 
King, across all three movies makes it a Hollywood 
juggernaut, and it shows everywhere, from the spike 
in popularity of the books from which they’re based 
off of to the more recent video game offering of Lego 
Lord of The Rings. It’s no secret that the franchise has 
had a huge and lasting impression on the world, mak-
ing “Gandalf” a household name, and has made some 
people rich in the process.
 It’s no wonder, then, that Hollywood would 
try and capitalize on this success. The Hobbit, a prequel 
to LOTR, is currently in development, and is planned 
to span three movies like its predecessor. They will be 
released once per year starting in 2012. Also based on 
a book by JRR Tolken, it follows Bilbo Baggins, to 
whom Frodo is an adoptive heir, and his journey with 
“the one ring to rule them all”. 
 Unlike LOTR, The Hobbit was originally one 
book, although it’s three movies subtitled, An Unex-
pected Journey, The Desolation of Smaug and There 
and Back Again. It is again being shot in New Zealand, 
the location for the filming of all of the LOTR mov-
ies. Peter Jackson is again directing the franchise, and 
many believe this is the only way to go.
 “It’s going to be AWESOME!” said Senior 
Mark Barton. He plans to watch every Lord of the 
Rings movie leading up to the release of The Hobbit, 
which he plans to see at the midnight premier.
 “If there’s anything even close to the epic-
ness of the Battle of Helms Deep from the Lord of the 

Rings, I’ll consider the movie a success” said Senior Eric Crothers.
Tolken’s second most popular work, The Hobbit has already gained fame 
in its own right. Any true LOTR fan boy has read it multiple times, and it 
already has a video game and an animated movie based on it. 
 This new movie series hopes to rocket it into the forefront of 
entertainment, making it just as large if not bigger than its predecessor.
 When asked if he believes this movie will be as good as the 
previous three, Senior Tanner Syftestad said, “probably not, but I’ll 
probably still see it anyways. It’s still more Lord of the Rings.”

 The movie centers around Bilbo Baggins and his entourage of 13 Dwarves who 
were hired to rid the Lonely Mountain of the dragon Smaug, and take whatever treasure 
he has. Bilbo has already made an appearance in The Lord of the Rings trilogy, showing 
as a hostile old man in the shire, rich from his journey in The Hobbit. His sword, Sting, 
also appears in the trilogy, helping Sam and Frodo on their quest.
 Hollywood is abuzz with The Hobbit and although it will be huge no matter what 
happens, all anyone can do is hope it lives up to the hype. So whether the unexpected 
journey blows away viewers or  dissappoints loyal fans, its definitely going to be a jour-
ney worth taking.

Some books turned to movies disappoint fans; other movies bring the story to life. 
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The Hobbit; an Unexpected journey excites many Lord of the Rings enthusiasts. In hopes to capture billiant ballads and cinemaphotography as in the 3 previous films.
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