
A day in the life of EC’s beloved Mr. Glaser

December 
  Horoscopes

Tasty Holiday drinks take over popular menus
Matthew Bollinger
Staff  Writer

The holiday season can be en-
joyed for a variety of reasons, whether 
that be the cold weather, the monoto-
nous Christmas songs played on just 
about every radio station, or the time 
spent with relatives whose names you 
struggle to remember. And of course, 
December marks the time of year in 
which seasonal Christmas drinks are 
made available in just about every cof-
fee shop as well as several fast food 
restaurants. 

While many chains such as McDon-
ald’s also produce a good many bever-
ages themed for the Christmas holiday, 
Starbucks undoubtedly monopolizes 
this seasonal fad. With five official 
holiday drinks lined up, the already suc-
cessful franchise will no doubt attract 
even more business than usual. 

“I think that places like Starbucks 
really try to appeal to people’s sense of 
taste and want of variety, as these holi-
day options are made available but once 
a year,” said Junior Andrea Manciu. 

These franchises most likely see a 

small spike in revenue as a result of making these 
limited beverages available to the general public, 
an obvious indication that their addition to the 
standard menu is well received. As the days grow 
colder and trees shed their leaves, these unique 

flavors become huge hits amongst most of the 
customers. 

“I think it’s a good way for regular Starbucks 
goers to try something new instead of just order-
ing what they usually get. Starbucks, as well as 

Allison McAdoo
Staff  Writer

Mr. Glaser is one of those teachers that 
everyone hears about at some point. It’s dif-
ficult to be a student here at El Camino with-
out meeting one of his students, and even 
more difficult to not become friends with 
these charismatic teens once you have. Band 

kids, as well as students who 
had Glaser as their teacher for 
choir last year, usually attri-
bute their upbeat attitude to 
having him as a teacher.

Senior Tony Oddo said, 
“He’s brought a lot of life 
to the school. Before Glaser 
came here, the band wasn’t re-
ally involved in much outside 
playing in class.”

Now,  EC’s band performs 
in rallies, competitions, con-
certs, and is heavily involved 
in the community. Mr. Glaser 
himself helps out the school 
after hours, such as during 
the election when the district 
was trying to get Measure N 
passed. He spent his own time 
at phone banks after school, 
elbow-to-elbow with students, 
calling homes about the mea-
sure that would provide money 
to the district to improve the 
schools, starting with a theater 
for EC that will benefit the 

whole community. 
Junior Laura Klein said, “He 

gives up an unbelievable amount 
of time and effort to do everything 
he does, and that’s just incred-
ible.” 

Both Klein and Oddo agree 
that Mr. Glaser creates real bonds 
with his students and classes 
each year. He manages to create a 
laid-back, yet focused and goal-
oriented atmosphere in which the 
students learn music. As the class 
is full of people that actually want 
to be there, it provides a basis for 
a large, comfortable family. In 
Oddo’s words, “He gave the class 
the Glaser touch.” 

Mr. Glaser’s day starts out 
bright and early, since he teaches 
zero period band in addition to 
the other periods during the day. 
He teaches Music Appreciation 
during fourth period, and he opens 
his room to any and all who wish 
to eat lunch in there, continu-
ing the familial feel the class has 

other companies, know that if they have a 
‘holiday special’ people will want to come 
in as often as they can before they close off 
the whole limited time offer. It brings in 
good business and extra money,” remarked 
Junior Casey Tufto. 

Largely popular with the vast major-
ity of patrons, these seasonal drinks feature 
traditional holiday flavors such as ginger, 
peppermint, and cocoa. Starbucks, however, 
isn’t the only chain with a firm grip on this 
market. Other chains such as Jamba Juice 
have also turned out their own drink lines 
with varieties such as egg nog and pumpkin.  

However, there are also those who 
believe these drinks aren’t exactly all that 
they’re hyped up to be. Some maintain that 
these brewed inventions are little more than 
just another way for these chains to draw in 
more thirsty customers.

“I feel like these stores are just capital-
izing on the holiday season, just like every-
one else,” says Junior Emily Miller, “Most 
drinks are pretty good, but they really try to 
oversweeten them.”

Whether or not you’re a loyal customer 
at your local Starbucks, there’s no denying 
there’s a myriad of seasonal drinks available 
on the menu. 

James Harrell
Staff  Writer

Growing up. Some people say it’s just a part of life. 
That it’s natural. In high school, teenagers have an expecta-
tion thrust upon them, the idea that you need to grow up. 
Become an adult. Act more mature than you are. Walk 
around with a head held high, with an attitude of complete 
authority. To act grown up. Here’s the thing, growing up, 
become an “adult” or acting more mature, it’s  nothing but 
a show. Some act the part well, got to give them credit for 
that. But growing up, what is the fun in that? Fool around! 
Being a kid is having the most freedom this world can offer. 

“Growing up is boring,” says Sophomore Melissa 
Harrell. “ I would rather have fun and never lose my in-
nocence than drive a car and get a job.” 

People have this idea, this “fact,” that they should grow 
up to fast. Get their drivers license. Get a boyfriend or girl-
friend. Get a job. Why start now? So soon? 

“The idea of growing up is just an idea,” says Sopho-
more Mark Farrell, “it doesn’t have to be a reality. Some 

people’s definition is to be proper and serious. You 
should be able to get older, but have fun, no matter 
what age.” 

Fun no matter what your age. A goal in life, 
never lose your inner child. Seeing high school 
kids try to drop their inner child, the finesse that 
everyone has, why? You are yourself, so be your-
self. 

“Trying to be perfect, there is no fun in that. 
You can never be perfect, you should have fun as 
you are,” again says Farrell.  

The world is a hard place. Ask your parents. 
Hold on to what treasures you have. Whether it be 
athleticism, brains, charm, spunkiness, whatever, 
don’t lose it as age becomes a burden. There is 
nothing better than seeing a ninety year old woman 
who is a real crack up, or a thirty year old man who 
loves his wife, and still has his boyish charms. Get 
a grip of reality, take some things seriously, but 
never lose the inner child. Maybe, someday, it will 
be all that’s left. 

already. After school, his room 
is open once again to students to 
talk, spend time, and gather their 
instruments before leaving to go 
home.  

The way Mr. Glaser runs his 
classes is this phrase: “Attitude 
is everything.” If one student is 
in a terrible mood, and makes it 
apparent to the rest of the class, 
then it will bring down everyone 
else’s energy levels. However, if 
everyone manages to maintain a 
positive mindset for the rest of 
the group, then everyone else is 
practically guaranteed a good per-
formance. “Attitude is everything” 
means that performance isn’t just 
based on skill, talent, or knowing 
the music; it depends on how the 
performer sees the performance. 
If they’re confident in their skills, 
then they will more than likely 
have a better overall performance 
than someone who has no faith in 
themselves.

In reference to the way the 

class feels from the perspective of 
a student, Oddo said, “It’s more of 
a team or a family than a teacher 
barking orders.” He continued on 
to state that going to band is one 
of his favorite parts of the day, as 
it’s refreshing to be in a place that 
he feels he wants to be rather than 
somewhere he has to be. 

Whether a student of Mr. 
Glaser’s or not, it’s impossible to 
deny that his role at this school 
far surpasses just being a teacher. 
He’s a father figure, a friend, a 
role model, and a willing ear for 
those who need it. He can handle a 
class as easily as any other teacher 
with a mutual respect and friend-
ship that sometimes is difficult 
to feel from other teachers. He 
walks down the hall and smiles at 
everyone he recognizes, even if 
he doesn’t truly know them. Mr. 
Glaser is a teacher that deserves 
to be remembered in a positive 
light because, after all, “attitude is 
everything.”

Some people never grow up and leave their inner child behind, but is that really a bad thing?

Gr
ap

hic
 fr

om
: IN

TE
RN

ET

Many franchises like Starbucks put out seasonal drinks during the winter months to promote profits.
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David Enabnit and Jared Anderson
Sports Editors

Aries- Your life contains constant noise 
and action. Remove it and the turbulence 
of your life will smooth out
Taurus- You should carve out more time 
in your morning routine for a healthy well 

balanced breakfast
Gemini- Someone close to you is going 
through a tough time. Make sure to be there for 
them
Cancer- Anticipation for a major upcoming 
event has been sucking the life out of the things 
that usually make your life enjoyable.
Leo- Life will send you an unexpected twist in 
the next few weeks. Stay prepared.
Virgo- Exploration can lead to great new 
things. However, this sword is doubled edged. 

It could lead you to dark places.
Libra- Once you start treating others 
around you with respect, new doors will 
open up all around you.
Scorpio- Your stress level has been danger-
ously high. Take a chill pill
Sagittarius- Sometimes in life the best 
course of action is to take a big risk.
Capricorn- This holiday season will 
eventually hold an especially warm place in 
your memories.
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Band coordinator Mr. Glaser instructs his students.


