
BIONIC : BELIEVE IT OR NOT I CARE

Too hard for 
the radio

Chris Lunger @ECProbz tweets students thoughts
Tressa Furry
Staff  Writer

“#WhatMakesMeSmile that 2:53 bell.” “I DON’T 
CARE WHO YOU ARE, don’t stop right in the middle 
of the hall where we are walking. #ElCaminoProbz.” 
“Underclassmen, STAY OFF THE SENIOR LAWN. 
#ElCaminoProbz” Students of El Camino that have 
a Twitter account are most likely to be familiar with 
the account El Camino Probz. The intention of El 
Camino Probz is point out the flaws at El Camino that 
students face at school, such as stolen items from the 
locker rooms, money lost in the vending machine, and 
especially the attitude that EC students possess. The 
tweets consist of the uncensored and highly opinion-
ated thoughts of all, from freshmen to seniors, as well 
as informing El Camino of what’s going on, just like 
the morning announcements. Overall, El Camino Probz 
receives positive fanfare with its witty and relatable 
tweets.

“I like it because it’s nice to read about stuff that’s 
related to our school and what they think about what 
goes on, and it can be funny too,” stated Sophomore 
Tamara Franklin.

Nothing is off-limits for problems at EC, with 
tweets talking about simple topics such as homework 
and dreadfully waking up early in the morning, as well 
as EC pride for the sports teams and other El Camino-
related events. However, this is high school, and with 

high school comes nasty drama. Fights are a major “EC prob”, 
and El Camino Probz covers all the bases on cat fights on Twitter, 
all for the entertainment of its nearly 300 followers, without taking 
sides and risk being punished for cyber bulling. Yet, the people 
who begin the Internet fight are subject to everyone having access 
to participation and taking sides, causing everything to blow out of 
proportion. Living in the digital age, anything that’s posted is out 

in the World Wide Web in an instant, for literally everyone to 
see and gossip about, and Twitter is no different.

A consequence that occurred shortly after El Camino 
Probz was created was suddenly the creation of many other 
El Camino parody accounts, most just causing unnecessary 
drama towards El Camino students, such as EC Awkward and 
EC Ratchets. Other EC-related Twitter accounts inform EC 
students about the school’s various sports. EC Football has 
its own Twitter account that tweets about upcoming games 
during the season and encouraging pep talks all under 140 
characters.

However, one account, EC Sweetie, tweets compliments 
to EC tweeters to contrast the negativity that the Internet has 
to offer, especially on Twitter.

“There are too many of them [EC accounts], but I think 
EC Sweetie is good and it’s nice to know that they’re trying 
to do something positive for people around El Camino,” said 
Sophomore Chloe Massyle. After all, the microcosmic world 
that is high school could always use some positivity. But 
with all the other El Camino Twitter accounts raising hell and 
causing drama, these actions have an effect on the original El 
Camino Probz, but it doesn’t let down their spirits.

“The other EC accounts are just another “EC prob”. 
Like, all at once? C’mon. Just keep it simple, chances are 
they won’t keep up with it like we do,” said the anonymous 
students that run El Camino Probz. “Don’t get me wrong, we 
love our followers!”

To put it simply, if there will be high school kids that 
continue to tweet what’s on their mind about school in general 
or specifically El Camino, there will be El Camino Probz to 
make your tweet seen and connect to others. But, in the words 
of El Camino Probz themselves, “If it bugs you so much, just 
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“Achievement seems to be connected with action. Successful men 
and women seem to keep moving. They make mistakes, but they don’t 
quit” said Conrad Hilton (beliefnet.com). BIONIC (standing for Believe 
It Or Not I Care) is a unique program run by El Camino High School for 
its students and teachers/staff. The staff members choose a single stu-
dent that they believe fits best for the theme. There are about five themes 
each year for every teacher or staff member willing to participate. This 
is a very special recognition for the chosen students and an inimitable 
bonding moment between them and their staff. 

Sophomore Lauren Young, who was awarded a BIONIC, spoke 
of her reaction to being chosen as, “completely shocked and really ex-
cited.” Young was chosen for the theme of Overcoming Fear and Doubt 
which she did by “getting over my fear of heavy tests and retaking them 
till I got a perfect score.” Young offers advice on getting awarded a BI-
ONIC stating “be involved with the teachers, be concerned about your 
grades, and coming in on your free time when needed.” Special awards 
require special devotion!

Students who are awarded with a BIONIC receive sort of a pack-
age deal. First, the student is brought to the vice principal’s office 
(where often they think something must be wrong). Next, the vice prin-
cipal reads the teacher’s praise of their hard work, pleasant character, 
and wonderful attributes. After this, the parents of the student are called 
and notified of their child’s recognition. Finally, the student and staff 
member take a picture together which is then temporarily hung up on a 
board in El Camino High School. The students are also given something 
to take home, a BIONIC shirt. 

Mr. Bross is a Vice Principal at E.C. that gives 
out BIONIC awards to the students. He described the 
experience stating, “I really enjoy seeing the student’s 
reaction after I read the great things teachers say about 
them. Students are extremely grateful, surprised, and 
proud after receiving their shirt and viewing their pic-
ture on the wall. It always puts a smile on my face.” 

BIONIC awards are most certainly enviable as 
most students would love to boast a BIONIC shirt and 
have their parents told of their great progress in school. 
This program’s purpose is really just to make a student 

feel good about themselves as a successful student. 
Additionally, students become inclined to respect all of 
their teachers and classmates seeing that their respect 
and achievement does matter to the staff and adminis-
tration. 

Freshman Holly Fasolo was awarded a BIONIC 
on the same theme as Young. Fasolo recommends to 
“be kind to everyone, be on the teacher’s good side, 
and do your work in class.” 

BIONIC awards are a special tradition of El 
Camino’s and a special treat to its students. 

Like most things, social media isn’t 
inherently bad. It’s a medium that 
allows people to share pictures, 

stories, and ideas across the world with a 
click of a button, and keeps you updated 
with everything from seeing your friends 
new baby pictures to knowing an artist’s tour 
dates. 

Sadly, what comes to mind when one 
mentions social media has changed. Never 
mind that I don’t really care about pictures 
of babies that I will never see, social media 
has become littered with pointless garbage 
that deviates from its purpose as a whole. For 
example, on Facebook, instead of posting 
interesting pictures from things that you’ve 
done or good memories from the past, people 
have instead turned it into a popularity 
contest, seeing who can garner the most 
“likes” on a photo in order to find some sort 
of self worth. 

Instagram, the new form of social 
media using only pictures and captions, has 
extended this form of self-prostitution by 
having any self respecting girl of the new age 
to take at least one picture of themselves a 
day. Mostly to show off their boobs.

Everyone has heard the horror stories 
of social media, that some person in Idaho 
burned down their “friend’s” house because 
they unfriended them on Facebook. Some 
may think that this goes way too far and 
they aren’t nearly as dependent on social 
media, but the backlash from “unfollowing” 
someone makes it seem like you didn’t go to 
their birthday party or something.

The social network that perhaps provides 
the most injustice is Twitter, relying entirely 
on 140 characters of what’s important to 
you at that exact moment in time. The 
briefness of the posts almost encourages 
people to “overpost” by tweeting multiple 
times in hopes that people will “favorite” or 
“retweet” it. Twitter is a great way to follow 
celebrities and bands, but when it comes to 
following people around you, most of the 
time they don’t have enough to say to make 
it worthwhile, turning it into a full fledged 
popularity contest.

People only post things in order to get 
others to like them, or retweet or favorite or 
whatever it is. Many have been known to 
wait to tweet things for when the most people 
will be on twitter in order to maximize the 
number of favorites and retweets they get. 
I’ve known people who have taken down 
pictures on Instagram if they don’t get a 
certain number of likes within an hour. 

In the interest of full disclosure, I 
recently returned to Twitter. I immediately 
realized why I left a few months ago. People 
decide that whatever they are doing needs to 
be tweeted, and that means everything. The 
worst is when people complain; they think 
that just because it’s in text it’s less annoying. 
It isn’t. If you need to vent, get a diary. Or a 
column in the school newspaper.

If one were to try to make Twitter 
their own personal update tool and only 
follow whom they want so it’s an enjoyable 
experience, even that would interfere with 
their personal life. Unfollow one of your 
close friends and you will never hear the end 
of it. 

People also use social media as tools of 
bullying and fighting, hiding behind the guise 
of a keyboard that sometimes has real world 
consequences. People think that they can get 
away with making fun of people and such 
because they’re not face-to-face. This usually 
results in Twitter wars or Facebook fights 
which are obnoxious in and of themselves.
Although social media is inherently social, 
it’s designed for you to share your life with 
the people around you. Not everything you 
say will be funny or interesting to your 
friends, but that’s kind of the point. It’s 
supposed to be about you, not anyone else.
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There are so many EC accounts now!  #ECProbz

A day in an average teenager’s life...
Bailey Church
Staff  Writer
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The BIONIC Board located in the Administration Wing is a wall of honor for students who win it.


