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Lakers Hire D’Antoni in Hopes of Title Run

P rior to living in bustling Sac-
ramento, California, I had what many 
would describe as a simple mediocre 
life in a small town named Maryville 
in the state of Tennessee.  Population 
was less than 10,000 people.  There was 
a grand tradition of football.  It was a 
largely unified Christian community.  
Plus, there was only one school for the 
people who lived within that city bound-
aries.  Everybody fit in.  And being a 
person who was born and raised there, 
I had very little to do to prove myself 
worthy to live in such a community.  
Before I had to leave for Sacramento, 
I had a strong interest in going into 
politics. This was only because to me 
politics was a foreign, almost unobtain-
able object.  Prowess was very widely 
emphasized in the features of being a 
public servant.  But the main message of 
politics I heard was about how America 
should be completely nativist, rejecting 
nearly all immigrant, and how it should 
also be a domineering military force in 
the world.  Truly, much of my political 
experience in Tennessee did not make 
sense.
 So when I moved to Califor-
nia, I had the flip-side effect.  All of the 
political standings of my peers changed.  
They were the complete opposite of 
what I had grown up around, though 
I was never very verbal about it.  And 
because of this, I experienced what is 
called culture shock.  I had no idea in 
which ideal I most believed.  Now, torn 
between Democrats and Republicans, 
I began to doubt everything that I had 
believed prior to my move to California.
And so, over the last year and a half, 
I have struggled to find self-identity.  
Understand that in saying this, I still 
have not fully identified myself.  In fact, 
self-identification is a process that all 
teenagers go through with very heavy 
intensity.  Yet this personal struggle has 
definitely led me to more.  To be satis-
fied, I required more than just answers 
to the question: “What do it believe?”
Obviously, I still am Mormon and do 
proudly maintain it.  And to address the 
common misconception, all Mormons 
are not goody two-shoes.  Of course, I 
am not saying that they are bad people.  
They are, however, very human.  They 
make mistakes as any other person does.  
No person is perfect.  I also hold that I 
am Republican (a very moderate one).  I 
do not always agree with the GOP, but 
fundamentally, I am in accord with it.
Back to the story of self-identification, 
for the last year and a half, I have had 
a constant battle between the two sides 
of my soul.  And in this struggle, I have 
found that it is vital to self-identification 
to seriously question one’s core beliefs.  
The reasoning for this is that if one 
does not have a strong understanding 
of why he or she believes in something, 
then that person cannot have a strong 
identity.  Think of those core-beliefs as 
a muscle.  If one does not exercise, their 
muscles lose strength.  That core, that 
muscle, must be exercised, worked, and 
tested again and again.  If not, the core 
becomes soft, and the process of self-
identification starts from an earlier test 
or maybe even the beginning.  

 This process is an important 
one.  It is one that we all must take.  So 
self-identify.  If one does, then they may 
live a much more worthy life of happi-
ness.  Your core can become the reason 
you draw breath each day.  Live more.  
Self-identify.

Kasey Hegelein
Staff  Writer

The Los Angeles Lakers have hired 
Mike D’Antoni as their new coach, 
replacing former coach Mike Brown. 
Brown was fired after the Lakers strug-
gled to learn his Princeton-inflected 
offense and played mediocre defense. 
On November 12, D’Antoni agreed to 
a three-year contract worth $12 million 
dollars. There is also a possible fourth 
year option.

Espn.com stated “D’Antoni had the 
team the second he walked in the room 
to meet his new players Thursday.”

Players think he’s an “offensive 
genius” and offered up a lot praise for 
D’Antoni. The team members who don’t 
already like him are on their way to lik-
ing him.

Phil Jackson was also considered 
for the job, which would have been his 
third coaching stint with the franchise, 
but eventually was not chosen for the 
job. He was given the weekend to con-
sider the offer, and while he was think-
ing about it, D’Antoni was hired.

Sophomore Jenner Anderson said, “Obviously it would 
be good to have Phil Jackson, but Mike D’Antoni is a good 
fit because he and Steve Nash have worked really well to-
gether.”

D’Antoni was called on a Friday night and was told that 
the Lakers job was open and he was considered for the posi-
tion. The next day, he was interviewed over the phone, and 
learned he was hired the night after. D’Antoni has said he 
was elated and in shock to have even been considered, much 

less been hired. According to nydailynews.com, 
when told he had the job, D’Antoni was so surprised 
he said, “Are you serious?”

Freshman Cameron Vanderburg said, 
“D’Antoni coaches mainly offense and not so much 
defense. The team scores a lot of points, but they let 
the other team score a lot as well. He is better than 
the last coach though.”

D’Antoni isn’t Phil Jackson and doesn’t have 
his credibility, but that doesn’t matter to many fans 
as long as the Lakers win. D’Antoni hasn’t won any 
championships, but he has made his players better 
everywhere he has been.

“Time will tell whether or not the team gels, but 
I think they will simply because they have so much 
talent,” said Anderson.
D’Antoni was a professional basketball player for 
many years. His first NBA coaching job was for the 
Denver Nuggets from 1997-1998. In 2003 he was 
hired as head coach for the Phoenix Suns. During 
his first full season with them, he won NBA Coach 
of the Year. By 2008, he had accepted the New York 
Knicks’ offer of head coach with a four year con-
tract for $24 million. He is an experienced coach 
and player.
Most people are satisfied with D’Antoni as the Lak-
ers’ coach. This is good, as it seems that he will be 
around for at least a few years.

 
Annie West
Feature Editor

As the weather begins to cool down and 
leaves begin to fall, a sudden energy seems 
to be spreading through the hall.  It’s time for 
Basketball season.

Boys Basketball is one of the many sports 
El Camino is proud to have, since there is no 
lack in the amount of skill and talent the team 
has every year.  Coached by Tony Phulps, the 
Varsity team is off to a great start and will be 
entering league with a few preseason wins under 
their belt.

Along with the preseason and practice ex-
perience, their fans will always be there cheer-
ing and yelling from the stands. Members of the 
Screaming Eagles create a cheering section in 
the bleachers and chant cheers during the game 
while the Cheerleaders stand on the sideline also 
cheering and pumping up the crowd. However, 
home games just have a certain energy that 
comes with the game, it’s just something about 
walking into a gym plastered in banners honor-
ing our past athletic domination, filled with 
parents and students decked out in spirit wear, 
green, and black, the cheerleaders preform-
ing on the sidelines, and watching the clock 
countdown the quarters till the buzzer finally 

sounds announcing another W for EC that automatically 
increases school pride.

But don’t think these victories came easily; these 
boys are constantly in the gym conditioning, building 
endurance, running drills, scrimmaging and learning new 
moves.  JV Boys Basketball practices from 7:15-9:15 in 
the small gym every day after school, while Varsity prac-
tices everyday from 6:30-9  in the large gym, occasion-
ally throwing in additional 5am practices just to solidify 
their chances of doing well this year. “The coach expects 
a lot out of everyone and make sure everyone works hard 
in every practice” said Junior Riley Vest.

Practice is taken very seriously by these athletes.  Its 
a chance for them to prove themselves to the coach and 
to set themselves apart from the other 18 players on Var-
sity. “We’re very competitive in practice, since everyone 
has to work hard to get playing time” says Vest.

The team hopes to end the season with way more 
wins than losses, but ideally make it all the way through 
playoffs and win the Championship banner to hang in 
the gym. Winning that banner would be a tremendous ac-
complishment for the team, especially the Seniors on the 
team. But getting that banner isn’t the only concern for 
the team, “Our team has goals for the season,” but their 
main focus is “to get better everyday”, says Vest.

Boys Basketball is most definitely among the sports 
here at El Camino that we are especially proud to have 
and support.  And like any other athlete at EC, these boys 
put in the time and effort in order to get that W.

EC Boy’s B-Ball Boxes Out the Competition

Mike D’Antoni will bring his famed run and gun offense to L.A.
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Swinging into the public, golf has become 
a popular sport over the years. The skill it 
takes to play, strategize, and keep your head 
cool is all factored into the drive of the ball. 
And that has brought forth the amazing Boy’s 
Golf team here at El Camino. The golf season 
starts in the spring, and season opens up in the 
spring. 

“I play golf because it is a really fun sport. 
It takes skills to play. It is also a good way to 
hang out with friends, and you don’t have to 
be good player to have a fun time with your 
friends,” says sophomore Jeremy Loewen. 

There is pride and joy into the sport. The 
perfect swing might not lead to the perfect hit, 
so becoming a skilled player takes practice, 
practice, and more practice.

“During season I practice every day. You 
have to develop the skills to get the basics 
down. To learn the basics, it takes around four 
months to a year,” says Sophomore golf player 

Eric Groom.
 Golf takes the skills to play, the time to practice, and 

the drive to not give up when frustation grows high. One must 
also  have the desire to play. It definitely also helps to know 
someone with previous experience to help one get started. After 

Swinging While Winning: El Camino Boy’s Golf

When playing golf, patience is a good virtue to have.
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Men’s Varsity Basketball: 5-3      Women’s Varsity Basketball: 3-4
Next Game: Kendall Arnett Tourney Dec 27-29    Next Game: Edison @ Stockton Dec 21

Men’s JV Basketball: 4-4      Women’s JV Basketball: 3-4
Next Game: Mesa Verde Tourney Dec 27-29     Next Game: Holiday Hoops Tourney Dec 21-22

Men’s Frosh Basketball: 3-2      Women’s Frosh Basketball: 3-3
Next Game: Mesa V erde Tourney Dec 27-29                                  Next Game: Holiday Hoops Tourney Dec 21-22

Tommy Morgan helps drive EC to victory over Bear River.  
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all, golf is one of the hardest of all sports to 
master. The game is much more complicated 
then it seems to the unobservant eye. This is 
why patience is one of the key elements to the 
game. Without it rookies are unlikey to stick 
with golf long. 

“My grandma got me started on golf about 
four years ago,” again says Loewen, “ I have 
met a ton of people from people who work the 
course and also from other golfers. It is a lot 
more fun to have people to play with. Makes 
it not boring. Instead of kicking yourself after 
making a bad drive, you and your friends can 
laugh it off while walking to the next hole.” 

“I like playing for El Camino because I 
get to hang out with a bunch of friends who 
play the same sport I do, and practicing with 
them is a lot more fun than going to the driv-
ing range by yourself,” says Groom.  Golf isn’t 
about making the perfect drive or the perfect 
putt. It’s about playing a fun sport with people 
you enjoy being with. So next time you criti-
cize golf as a boring sport, just remember, it’s 
all about the game and the people with whom 
one plays.


