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The Mayan calendar consists of a short calendar, consisting of 260 days, known as Tzolk’in, and the long 
calendar we all know that “predicts” the end of the world.  This is not the case though.  The Mayans believe that 
December 21, 2012 will mark the conclusion of a b’ak’tun. The Long Count was linear rather than cyclical, and 
kept time roughly in units of 20: 20 days made a uinal, 18 uinals (360 days) made a tun, 20 tuns made a k’atun, 
and 20 k’atuns (144,000 days or roughly 394 years) made up a b’ak’tun.  The Mayans believed that the world 
was destroyed every 13 b’ak’tuns, and a new one is created.  According to Mayan myths we are in the fourth 
world.  The Mayans would have not feared this end, but rather rejoiced. 

How might the world end perhaps?  Possible theories are that the earth will be swallowed in a black hole or 

The Legend

Apocalyptic Obsession

Our planet has been going about its business just fine for about 4 billion years now. Nonetheless, people that inhabit this big, blue marble never cease 
to think it’s going to end. One random day, fin.  And, oh yes, that glorious moment happens to be Friday. Just 3 days left! But come the end of this week, 
everyone will still be here and nothing will have changed? People are still roaming the earth this instant just like they did millions of years ago, just like 
they will for millions of years to come. The Mayans’ prediction that the Earth will line up with the Sun which will be in line with the black hole in the 
center of the galaxy has been determined by NASA to be false, albeit a fantastic movie plot. 

Anyways, real “doomsday” or not, this culture of entertainment-people are mesmerized by the idea of the world ending (or better yet-a zombie 
apocalypse as a result). I Am Legend and Zombieland are classic examples of this fascination humans have. And so maybe Will Smith, Jesse Eisenberg, 
and topless zombie strippers have something to do with their popularity. That argument is pretty weak, though. Seriously, how cool would it be to be the 
only person in the world? Or scary, whatever. But it is just this unknown that fascinates and enthralls the public’s minds. Destiny’s Child said it best with 
their hit single, “I’m a Survivor”. I’m a survivor. I’m going to make it. I will survive. Keep on survivn’. El Camino will do just the same. 

Student Preparations

Different Endings

“Honestly I don’t think I would do anything. I would just 
let whatever happens happen. Im not afraid of death, I am 
just afraid of the people I love dying. If the apocalypse does 
happpen and it takes me, then it just takes me” said Senior 
Brittany Crary.

“Probably zombies taking over the world. They’ll rise up from their 
graves after starving for human flesh and brains for hundreds of years, 
and they’ll destroy towns and people and we’ll have to try and fight 
them off,” said Sophomore Amanda Parks.

“Just try to stock up on canned food, a generator, 
definitely toilet paper, and maybe a crossbow or 
regular long bow, meaning just something that we 
could use to hunt or defend ourselves,” said Sopho-
more Donald Glass.

“In honesty, I don’t think there WOULD be a way to prepare 
for the apocalypse if it were to happen. Might as well sit back 
and watch hell on Earth as people’s true emotions emerge,” said 
Sophomore Robert Galzinski.

“Stay with all my friends, and have a 
M-16, a R-15, a spiner, and a cross-
bow,” said Sophomore Savannah 
Martin.

“I’d probably tell 
everyone that I love 
them,” said Freshman 
Holly Fasolo.

“I’d just relax and watch TV. I wouldn’t 
do anything,” said Freshman Rachel Day.

“I would get a bunch of food 
and knives and things, and find 
an abandoned building or base-
ment or something, and use it 
as my hideout. I’d also have a 
phone or something for com-
munication,” said Sophomore 
Amanda Parks.

“I would prepare with friends and family. Make sure we have 
shelter, food, water, weapons for protection if need be. And make 
room for others who might need shelter as well,” said Freshman 
Nick Martin

“I don’t think the apocalypse is going to happen. I 
mean there have been so many other times where 
it was said that the world was going to end but we 
are still here” said Freshman Noah Mage.

“There will be a bunch of zombies and infections with no doctors to 
cure them because they will be dead. And everyone is going to go 
crazy attacking the stores for food water and supplies. And we will be 
forced to return to the olden days ” said Senior Nestor Guadarrama.

“I don’t think the apocalypse is going to happen. Honestly if 
the world was going to end, there would be more signs. And 
besides there have been plenty of other dates when the world 
could have ended and it never happened,” said Senior Maya 
Briscoe.

“I think the tectonic 
plates would break 
apart, causing mas-
sive earthquakes, 
flooding, and prob-
ably a few other natu-
ral disasters,” said 
Sophomore Robert 
Galzinski.

“As much as I want it to be something cool or unrealistic like a zombie 
apocalyptic end or something involving aliens, it will most likely be some-
thing like a super volcano erupting or some global crisis,” said Sophomore 
Donald Glass.

“People going crazy, killing people. They’d be screaming, 
‘Oh my God, the world’s gonna end!’ They’ll go so crazy, 
they’ll cause it to happen. Either that or zombies,” said 
Sophomore Savannah Martin.

“The world will blow up and crumble,” said 
Freshman Rachel Day.

“I would prepare by saying my goodbyes to everyone 
I love and apologizing to people I’ve been mean to,” 
said Junior Taylor Haskin.

“I think the world is first going to flood, 
then suddenly explode,” said Junior Taylor 
Haskin.

“Well, if the world does end on the 21st, then I believe 
that the sun would blow up. Or the Earth’s core would 
just explode,” said Junior Cody Eddenfield.

collide with Planet X.  Astrologist have denied these theories, though, because no black holes have been found near Earth.  And if a planet were to collide into earth, we would 
see it.  Another theory is that there will be a giant solar flare that will cause geomagnetic reversal, causing electronic devices to stop working.  However, most scientific estimates 
say that geomagnetic reversals take between 1,000 and 10,000 years to complete, and do not start on any particular date. 

In the past, there was no set date for the end of the world.  Several religions state that the world will end when their savior comes back or when the world is united by one 
religion.  Some cultures mark the end with extremely violent natural disasters. 

There have been obsessions about the end of the world from early on.  The His-
tory Channel shows specials like Decoding the Past, 2012, End of Days, Last Days 
on Earth, Seven Signs of the Apocalypse, and Nostradamus 2012.  But the obsessions 
didn’t really take hold until the movie 2012 came out.  

Another movie that predicted the end of the world was Nicholas Cage’s Knowing. 
These obsessions can have dramatic consequences though.  

In Brazil, the Mayor of the City of São Francisco de Paula has urged people to 
prepare for the end of the world by stocking up on food and supplies.  On October 11, 
2012, in the Brazilian city of Teresina, police interrupted what was believed to have 
been an attempted mass suicide by up to one hundred members of a cult headed by 
self-proclaimed prophet Luis Pereira dos Santos, who predicted the end of the world 
on the feast day of Our Lady of Aparecida. Santos was subsequently arrested.


