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By now, it’s become quite obvious 
that President Barack Obama has 
not measured up to the high stan-

dards of the Oval Office, governing this fine 
nation much like a drunken sailor manages his 
wallet. The state of affairs here in the United 
States has gone from bad to worse in the 
last four years, with the federal deficit being 
raised by trillions of dollars while millions of 
American citizens stand hungry in unemploy-
ment lines. The White House has seen it’s 
share of heroes in our time; unfortunately for 
the American people, Barack Obama cannot 
be counted among them. 

However, while Obama is largely respon-
sible for lowering the United States to it’s 
current abysmal depth, a particular group of 
political crooks have also done their fair share 
in chipping away at the American Dream. This 
gang of executive-appointed progressives is 
none other than the Presidential Cabinet itself. 
Just about all of these Presidential appointees 
have no outstanding qualifications to hold 
their respective posts, other than knowing the 
commander-in-chief on a personal level prior 
to his election four long years ago. As a result, 
the American people have been shamed time 
and again by cabinet blunders and lies. Chief 
among this deplorable band of appointed liars 
is the current attorney general, Eric Holder. 

First appointed by President Obama 
shortly after taking office, Holder was content 
to lead a rather mediocre as just another head 
of the ever-expanding Department of Justice. 
However, that all changed on December 14, 
2010, when Patrol Agent Brian Terry of the 
US Border Patrol was murdered in cold blood 
by a malicious band of Mexican drug run-
ners. The already tragic death of Agent Terry, 
however, was further compounded by one 
chilling fact: the weapons used to gun down 
an American law enforcement officer came 
not from the Mexicans or a foreign supplier, 
but the US Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, and 
Firearms (ATF). 

Since this shocking and outrageous dis-
covery, it has come to light that the weapons 
recovered from the Terry crime scene were 
actually part of several thousand that had been 
allowed to “walk” across the border into Mex-
ico, straight into the arms of well-known and 
wanted criminals. So far, it has been estimated 
that in addition to the death of Brian Terry, the 
ATF-supplied firearms have been linked to the 
respective murders of over two hundred Mexi-
can civilians. Yet as heinous as this scandal is, 
the American people seem to have forgotten 
about this inexcusable lack of government 
accountability. Fortunately, Rep. Darrell Issa 
(R-Ca), the Chairman of the House Oversight 
Committee, has been staying on AG Holder 
like RFK on Jimmy Hoffa, issuing subpoenas 
for the attorney general, his principal deputies 
within the Justice Department, and all com-
munications concerning “Fast and Furious.” 
Holder, however, as only a bona fide bureau-
crat can do, has resisted Issa’s investigation at 
every possible turn, highly representative of 
the overall quality of Obama’s cabinet. 

Another “stellar” cabinet member is 
Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton, 
who demonstrated her “tact” in handling the 
Benghazi incident. Rather than publicly con-
demn the cowards responsible for the murder 
of four Americans along with the destruction 
of sovereign US territory, she close to deliber-
ately cover up the veracity of such an attack. 
Now, wishing to add to the “diversity” of his 
cabinet, the Commander-in-Chief has nomi-
nated former Senator Chuck Hagel (R-NE) to 
replace outgoing Secretary of Defense Leon 
Panetta. While I admire the senator for his 
intrepidity and service to our country during 
the Vietnam War, his voting record is sketchy 
at best, and oftentimes does not side right 
when it comes to key foreign matters such as 
the United States’ relationship with one of our 
most valuable allies - Israel. Needless to say, 
myself and countless other Americans won-
der if his appointment is nothing more than a 
political ploy. Since taking office four LONG 
years ago, America has indeed seen a great 
deal of change: a dying economy, unimagi-
nable rates of unemployment, and a myriad of 
other government-inflicted maladies. While 
we must endure four more years of this style 
of leadership, the American people can surely 
demand that our commander-in-chief select 
individuals worthy of holding cabinet posts. 

Matthew Bollinger
Staff  Writer 

America – land of the free and home of the brave. 
Lately, however, this great nation has become the setting 
of a far more sinister practice – mass shootings.

The past few years in particular have produced an 
outrageous number of these brazen, near-suicidal assaults 
on otherwise peaceful communities. After all, this outra-
geous pattern of violence has devastated locales from 
Clackamas County, to Aurora, to Newtown. And tragi-
cally, far too many of these targets have been schools.

“I’d say it’s very disturbing that so many shoot-
ing rampages have occurred in our schools,” said Mr. 
Marshall. “A school is supposed to be a safe and secure 
environment, yet this serenity also makes it a potential 
target for violence.”

While any political figure on either side of the aisle 
can agree that these unprovoked massacres are obviously 
a serious domestic issue worthy of immediate action, the 
execution of such actions has created massive legisla-
tive conflict. The Obama administration, in a string of 
executive orders passed on the 15th of January, proposes 
universal background checks for just about anything 
firearms-related, a magazine limit of ten rounds, and a 
call to renew the federal assault weapons ban as seen 

under the Clinton administration. Meanwhile, the Na-
tional Rifle Association (NRA), chaired by the venerable 
Wayne LaPierre, has suggested an alternative method to 
curtailing violence within our schools. Rather than pass 
more laws restricting the rights of lawful gun owners, 
the NRA has called for armed guards to staff every major 
public school.

“I would side more with Obama’s plans,” comment-
ed Junior Woong Hui Won. “I feel that such a program 
would be far too costly, and these guards might not be of 
the highest caliber.

However, Won, like the vast majority of the Ameri-
can public, is strongly against the outright illegaliza-
tion of firearms, as the 2nd amendment is an essential 
component of the liberty we enjoy in the United States. 
Therefore, since doing away with the Constitution is not 
an option, what could the American people do to bring 
this reign of terror to an end?

I think a key factor in why these incidents occur so 
often is the publicity they get. Whenever there is a mass 
shooting, wherever it is, it is all over the news and the in-
ternet for weeks. The shooter becomes instantly famous 
and remembered for their actions; we always remember 
the names of the shooter or shooters instead of the names 
of the victims,” said Junior Matthew Smith.

The waves of media coverage that follow mass 
shootings no doubt attract the minds of very sick indi-
viduals, who wish to go down in a blaze of glory rather 
than end their lives with nobody else watching. Scaling 
down the media coverage of such tragedies might help 
in lessening the glory that madmen see in such cowardly 
acts, yet how can we protect our schools on an individual 
basis? 

Mr. Marshall recalled several years back when a 
uniformed deputy sheriff, known as a School Resource 
Officer, was assigned to El Camino in order to provide 
a police presence as well as to mentor any troubled 
children.

“I’d definitely be in favor of reinstating this pro-
gram, it created a good sense of psychological security 
on campus,” said Mr. Marshall. “However, it wouldn’t 
necessarily solve the problem.”

Regardless of what solutions our legislators create, 
it’s imperative that they do so as expeditiously as pos-
sible, hopefully making mass shootings a thing of the 
past. 

Tressa Furry 
Staff  Writer

For the majority of high school students, sex is not an 
unfamiliar topic. It’s a mysterious subject that’s thought 
about, taught about in health classes, and most importantly, 
experienced between two people who share an intimate 
bond for each other and display it in an affectionate fashion. 
For an act as life-changing as sex, there are monumental 
consequences. 46% of high school students have had sex, 
and 34% of these sexually active students didn’t use protec-
tion during their last intercourse (SADD.org). With this 
type of ignorance, their punishment is commonly a virus or 
bacteria known as the Sexually Transmitted Disease.

In other words, kids will have irresponsible sex. Two 
people want their souls to connect in that enigmatic mo-
ment, and any slight of the future is overruled over passion. 
Let’s face it, there aren’t too many partners out there who 
stop to examine the consequences and use some protection. 
It’s all about the moment, and that’s the reality that can 
never be tamed. Nevertheless, this is no excuse to ignore 
the penalties, which could result in an STD or an unplanned 
pregnancy before the age of 18.

“If you have a kid, then it’s going to follow you for 
your whole high school life and college,” said an anony-
mous sophomore. “You also have to hire a sitter to take 

care of the child, on top of all the college tuition you’ll have 
to pay in the first place.” Attending college will become 
more difficult once the power of the STD controls one’s 
body and money will have to be transferred towards the 
treatments.

Herpes, for example, is one of the most common 
STD’s in the United States, since most people don’t know 
they have it because of its mild to nonexistent symptoms. 
Infertility and pregnancy problems are a major health 
concern caused by sexually transmitted diseases, and the 
probability of a child being born into the world with HIV 
(human immunodeficiency virus) is enough to break any-
one’s heart.

“In this day and age, with so much media attention 
about STDs and HIV, people are ignorant not to protect 
themselves,” said health teacher Mrs. Nichols. “It breaks 
my heart to think that teens and adults ignore all the valu-
able education they are provided and still make choices like 
having sex and not protecting themselves in order to prevent 
STD’s and maybe a life-threatening disease.” Health is a 
one-semester high school requirement at El Camino; it has 
been instructed most commonly during 6th-8th grade, ex-
plained informatively by parents, teachers, and clinics such 
as Planned Parenthood. With all of this available, who’s to 
blame for the lack of awareness amongst teenagers?

“There’s no one to blame but ourselves, for not want-
ing to listen,” stated Senior Kelsie-Schroer-Echandia. 
“Kids nowadays don’t want to do what the authority says. 
They want to go on their little adventures and make their 
own little STD mistakes.” STD testing can be scary, but 
the frightening reality is having the STD itself, spreading it 
around and causing serious damage.

The deadliest sexually transmitted disease, AIDS (Ac-
quired Immunodeficiency Syndrome) is the final stage of the 
HIV illness, where the immune system is completely shat-
tered. The first time AIDS came into the mainstream was in 
the early 1980s. However, HIV/AIDS awareness didn’t sur-
face until November of 1991, when legendary NBA player 
Earvin “Magic” Johnson retired from the game of basketball 
because of his HIV-positive diagnosis. Shortly after Johnson 
was diagnosed, Freddie Mercury, the renowned singer for 
the classic rock band Queen, died of pneumonia as a result 
of AIDS.

As high school kids try to hide their STD and pretend 
it doesn’t exist, the risk of them dying a slow and painful 
death as a result increases drastically. Will there ever be a 
cure for HIV/AIDS? It’s likely, but so is the cure for cancer. 
Both will take years to be discovered, so all that can be done 
is be aware of the symptoms and respect your partners by 
practicing safe sex. Awareness needs to be spread, and it 
begins with getting protected now.

STD scare surrounds EC students

Mass shootings:
   Out of Control

Jared Anderson
Sports Editor 

Faggot.  Homosexual.  Gay.  Dyke.  All 
of these names have been used with derision to 
people who have same gender attraction.  And 
even though the issue is not as controversial as 
it was when it first became public, people still 
have what many would describe as “homopho-
bic” reactions when they see gay couples kiss-
ing each other in public.   

The key political advocate for gays in 
California is not just the Democratic Party.  
Nancy Pelosi fights on the frontlines to make it 
legal for gays to marry one another.

Nancy Pelosi is a woman with great 
political history.  From June 2, 1987, to January 
3, 1993, she served as a Representative for the 
5th District of California.  From that position 
she moved directly to the 8th District, where 
Pelosi currently serves.  In all of her years of 
experience in the politics of the House, she has 
always supported gay rights.

“Issues like gay marriage are ground-
breaking issues, and traditionally, they have 
begun in the states,” Pelosi said.  Gay rights 
have been a more and more visible problem to 
politics since the late 90’s.  However, the riot-
ous prejudices toward gays have diminished.  
Of course, there has been a big separation 
politically between the right wing and the left 
wing because of this issue.  Most of the separa-
tion comes, however, from the far right because 
these politicians and constituents have grown 
up with certain “traditional” values (namely, 
creating a family with a man and a woman).

And so it has become common to watch a 
television show and get told by multiple celebri-
ties that it is not okay to call anybody gay--that 
it is offensive and wrong.  This is especially 
advocated by certain players in the NBA, see-
ing as they created a campaign saying almost 
exactly that.  Also a song by new hip hop group 
Macklemore & Ryan Lewis named “Same Love” 
talks about how accepting homosexuality in US 
society is the only way for the nation to move 
forward--since this problem is the same as any 
issue against race or religion.  

Here at El Camino there is widespread 
support toward gays.  There is a Gay-Straight 
Alliance.  Or in some cases, people really just 
do not care.  “It doesn’t affect me so why should 
I care? If they are two people that are in love, 
why not let them marry?  There’s no harm in it,” 
said Senior Vahak Gillian.  

Of course, there are always two sides to 
every story.  It is reported daily to a Vice Princi-
pal (or any administrator truly) that a person has 
been persecuted by their peers for being a dif-
ferent religion than others, for being a different 
skin color, and for being a different sexuality.  
How is the world to deal with these problems?  
Nobody knows for sure.  

Junior Michelle Stewart has one answer 
that truly should be the underlying value in 
everybody’s moral conscience.  “Whether 
someone is gay or not, they are still human and 
deserve to have equal rights,” she said.

There can be so many arguments about 
this issue, but it has been made apparent by gays 
nationwide that they are not going to back down 
because of suppression.  They have decided to 
lead lives as people have since the beginning of 
man’s existence.  Stories of successful children 
coming from gay parents come to the front of 
news pages on a daily basis.  The US has its 
ultimatum: either it accepts gays, or it falls into 
a chaotic, judgmental world.  

Gay pride 
on the rise

The New World of 3-D Printers 
David Enabnit 
Sports Editor 

Family and friends mourn the loss of their loved ones.
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 When a technology is on the cusp 
of changing the world forever, usually 
almost nobody has ever heard of it. For 
example who in the 1960’s was eagerly 
awaiting the digitalization of all human 
knowledge in the form of the internet? 
This concept certainly holds true for 
the relatively new but rapidly expand-
ing world of 3-D Printers. The relative 
anonymity of these instruments do not 
change the fact that in coming years 
they will have rapid and shocking 
effects on commerce and how humans 
both produce and design goods.
 Senior Guy Whittall- Scherfee 
said “Here is why 3-D printers are so 
interesting. It is different because for-
ever when we have print we have only 
been able to do it on a two dimensional 
scale. But now we can print out three 
dimensional models. So it has really 
amazing implications for the future of 
designing. 3-d printers are still a pretty 
basic technology and most of it is used 
for designing but it is growing really 
quickly and it has probably grown in 
other fields and it is going to be amaz-
ing for design.” What Whittall- Scher-
fee is explaining is that a 3-d printer 
is basically just what it sounds like, a 
printer which prints three dimensional 
objects instead of two.
 Today with the required materials 
anyone can design an object, say a gun 
or a violin and print it from plastic. Se-
nior Morgan Phoenix said “ Once you 
start to think about it the implications 
of 3-d printing are really crazy. It’s 

like once the technology gets to a certain level 
it will mean that anyone will be able to design 
a product and within hours have that product 
in their hand. It will completely redefine how 
humans design and exchange products”.
 Junior Jacob Neenan was rather disturbed 
by the idea of 3-d printing, saying “ Technology 
is the bane of humans. The more we invest into 
that you could have people making weapons 
that can’t be tracked or things of that nature. 
Excuse for sounding somewhat liberal but yeah, 
that is my opinion. It shouldn’t be outlawed, 
only monitored so that crazy people can’t use 
it to do crazy things. However, you can create 
anything! The positives pretty much equal out 
the negatives. Just think of the production and 
how much easier it would be to create and 
manufacture things.”  
 That 3-d printing will one day be com-
mon place is undeniable. Whether the positive 
elements such as freedom for anyone to create 
anything will be allowed to take place remain 
unseen due to many lawmakers making state-
ments stating their intention to ban the printers. 
Regardless the outcome, this unknown machines 
are sure to set the world aflame.

3D printers add dimension to the standard of print-
ing on paper
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