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fake it ‘til you make it: posers, hipsters and wannabes
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 Picture this: it’s a regular Friday af-
ternoon, and the one thing on everybody’s 
mind is their weekend plans. The next thing 
that catches eyes is a girl, walking down the 
main hallway wearing a short, tight dress, 
flattering every part of her body. She wears 
it with pride, and compliments are deliv-
ered by her closest friends, or depending on 
how popular she is, the entire school gives 
her attention. However, what has been 
programmed into many jealous teenagers’ 
minds, normally the enemy of the victim in 
the short dress, is every time they witness 
something like this moment, they can’t help 
but utter one four-letter word, arguably the 
worst thing you can call a girl – “slut.” 
  This girl has probably never had sex 
before, because either she’s not ready or 
the right guy hasn’t come along. She’s not 
alone. According to Seventeen Magazine, 
45% of teenagers have had sex with some-
one and regretted it afterward, and almost 
half say it’s good to wait to have sex until 
you’re married. So, why would someone as 
innocent as her be referred to as a slut? Un-
fortunately, because many teenagers don’t 
understand what a slut really is, and refuse 
to even consider its correct meaning. This 
is a prime example of the reprehensible act 
of “slut shaming.” 
 The definition of a slut is “a slovenly 
woman, a prostitute.” Look at that, there’s 
no inkling of a slut meaning someone who 
wears clothes that complement their bodies 
perfectly. Because of this misconception, 
the innocent girl now has a wrong reputa-
tion as a slut, and has to fight a terrible 
battle to withdraw from it! Sadly, many 

girls and women suffer as a victim of this 
sort of bashing; its message conveys that if a 
woman even hints at the act of being a slut, 
shown through clothes, flirtatious behavior, 
and personality, then they are inferior and 
loads of guilt and negativity should be laid 
upon them. 
 Nevertheless, there are high school girls 
that are sexually promiscuous and flaunt their 
adventures around like it’s a $100 bill found on 
the side of the road. The general public prob-
ably won’t care, and if a girl refers to herself 
as a slut, and displays no shame of it, she is 
simply another woman and what’s the matter 
with that? 
 Theoretically, guys can be described as a 
slut as well. In reality, men tend to be praised 
for their sexual desires, given names such as 
“pimp”, or “player.” No matter how exclusive 
the term is to the woman, it has a degrading 
effect on her identity, especially if she feels 
like wearing provocative clothing and nothing 
convinces her otherwise. There’s no double 
standard amongst guys and girls for feelings, 
why should there be for slut-shaming. 
 Experiencing sexual feelings is nor-
mal, even if the person is only a high school 
student. However, how people choose to act 
on those sexual feelings are their decisions. 
We’re human beings, and we will feel and do 
what we want to feel and do. But as harmless 
as the word “slut” may sound, it’s an insult to 
all women, and makes them targets of sexual 
harassment and unwanted sexual advances. 
In order for slut-shaming to stop, both men 
and women need to learn how to respect each 
other. No girl or woman deserves to ever feel 
like they’re substandard. The next time you use 
the word “slut”, be aware of how you’re saying 
it. 
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 As of 2011, racial minorities com-
prise of about a third of El Camino 
High School - 16.7% Hispanic, 7.4% 
African American, 5.6% Asian, 
1.5% American Indian, 0.6% Pa-
cific Islander, 0.5% two or more races 
(SchoolDigger.com) - seemingly a low 
percentage compared to nearby schools 
like Mira Loma High School, whose 
minorities contribute to almost 50% of 
the entire school population.  
 The discussion of racial minorities in 
high schools often is associated with 

the rather touchy but inevitably present 
subject of racism, whether in the form of 
harmless jokes or actual malicious bigotry. 
Unfortunately, it is simply a fact of life that 
one cannot walk down a hallway of any 
high school these days and not hear a single 
racial joke or slur.  
 However, to simply assume the worse 
solely based off of numbers is quick to 
jump to conclusions. Students and teachers 
alike are cautiously optimistic because of 
the gradual transformation they have seen 
the school go through.  
 “I have not seen [racial discrimination] 
in action for a long time but, while work-
ing I used to see people getting teased or 

bullied... In my opinion, [this kind of bullying 
or teasing] is becoming less of a problem 
this year compared to last year,” Junior Ruth 
Bahta says.  
 Senior Jessica Solis agrees to a degree, 
“I don’t think that there is a major racist 
problem. But I do think that minorities are 
underrepresented in school activities such as 
Student Government etc. The reason I feel 
this way is because I was in Student Gov-
ernment my freshman year and I was not 
comfortable; I didn’t feel as if I belonged in 
a class that was supposed to be a family and 
cooperative. I dropped the class my sopho-
more year.”  
 Even with the generally improving 
diversity and perceived school culture, it is 
still important to keep in mind that whether 
an immediate issue or not, racial bias intrinsi-
cally lurks within all humans regardless of 
which race one may be. This bias may exist 
in different quantities and shapes depending 
on one’s experiences and environments but is 
nevertheless present, especially in a certain 
group of youngsters -  teenagers.  
 Somehow, teenage angst and often times 
the lack of exposure to the world outside of 
high school or even their own circle of Twit-
ter followers (most often people who they do 
not even know in real life) awkwardly fuse to 
cause them to make, put lightly, assumptions 
about those who are not similar to them-

selves, be it the color of their skin or their 
choice of clothes. Thus, simply forcefully di-
versifying a high school is not really enough 
if the students already there continue to 
maintain the same narrow-mindedness; that 
is like trying to put out a fire with gasoline, 
singeing both the mistreated and the misin-
formed (who are in for a bucket of cold water 
once they realize the majority of the world is 
shockingly composed of minorities).  
 Instead, as Solis puts it, “I believe that 
the more educated a person is, the more open 
minded and accepting they can be. That is 
why I hope that teenagers take their educa-
tion seriously.”  
 Obviously trying to force teenagers to 
think a certain way and undo years of ste-
reotypes built up depending on the environ-
ment they grew up is sheer optimism at best, 
but the hope is that they can at least learn 
to simply respect everyone else even if they 
still do not truly understand the plight of the 
underrepresented.  
 So what is the bottom line in this seem-
ingly overly complicated situation that even 
experienced psychologists want to avoid?  
 Although racism is not a major problem 
at El Camino right now, failing to show the 
true value to high schoolers now will without 
a doubt put everyone, regardless of their race, 
at a disadvantage 
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Everyone is afraid of being seen as 
something they’re not, and no one can 
be really sure if they’re presenting the 
right image to their peers. We’re all 
guilty of it every once in awhile, telling 

someone we love a band that we really 
know nothing about, but posers are 
different. Occasionally, there are people 
who know they are pretending to be 
someone else, no matter their reasoning, 
and society has labelled them posers. 

Senior Vahak Gilian said, 
“[A poser is] a person acting like 
they’re something that they clearly 
aren’t, usually to fit in or as a cry for 
attention.” To try to understand what 
goes on in the mind of someone who’s 
pretending, think from their perspective. 
Ask why they might pretend to like 
things they really don’t. Perhaps they 
were bullied previously about the 
things they really like; maybe they feel 
insecure, that they won’t be accepted 
for their true likes and dislikes. Even 
the meanest person, the most anti-
social wants at least one friend and to 
be accepted for who they are on some 
level, and posers found a not-so-healthy 
way to accomplish that goal. 

Junior Joseph Piazza said, 
“Maybe it’s just that certain things 
are popular and [people called posers] 
are into different things at different 

times.” Something that ought to be 
remembered when considering posers 
is that people are allowed to change 
their minds. Even if people change 
their minds all the time, opinions 
change; something that happens to all 
of humanity. As an important part of 
personal growth, change in ideas can 
sometimes reflect the idea that people 
are pretending to be someone else, 
appearing to be a poser. Being such a 
controversial subject, some are wary 
of being friends with posers.

Gilian said, “I guess it depends 
on what kind of poser and the severity 
of it, I’d probably slap them and give 
them advice or something. Or write 
an angry letter, but those never really 
work.” Gilian continues on to say that 
most posers eventually grow out of 
it, and if they don’t, then they must 
not have been posers in the first place. 
Most people are not very kind to those 
they believe are “pretenders” since 
they believe they know nothing about 
the person’s real personality. A big 
worry with most who are friends with 
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1. If your girlfriend is “one in a million,” 
that means there are 311 of her in the 
US. Over 1000 in China. 2.5 of her in 

Sacramento County.

2. Chicago has the second-highest 
population of Polish people on Earth, 
ahead of all other Polish cities except 

Warsaw.

3. “Freeways” in the US have to have 
one mile of straightaway every five miles 

to serve as emergency runways and 
landing strips for airplanes in national 

emergencies.

4. Cows do not bite grass, they rip it out 
of the ground with their tongue.

5.  20% of all volcanoes are underwater.

6. Stress causes capillaries to restrict, 
which means that if a really stressed 

person gets a minor flesh wound, they 
might not bleed like their unstressed 

peers.

7. Miley Cyrus’s real first name is 
Destiny.

8. Every time the right hand is mentioned 
in the Bible, it is positive. Every time the 

left hand is mentioned, it is negative.

9. In the movie Psycho, the director used 
chocolate syrup for blood in the shower 

scene.

10. George Washington refused to accept 
the presidential salary.

11. Red eyes while swimming are not 
caused by chlorine, but the resulting 

chemical reaction caused by urine and 
chlorine. That means that if the pool water 

irritates your eyes, someone peed in it.

12. A pumpkin has on average fifteen 
miles of roots.

13. Grizzly bears can run as fast as horses.

14. Neither side ever actually officially 
used mustard gas in battle in WWII.

15. Sharks are the only fish that have 
eyelids.

16. It is illegal to peel an orange in a hotel 
room in California.

17. Women are most attracted to men 
in blue, and men are most attracted to 

women in red.

18. Cocaine and romantic love activate 
the exact same areas in the human brain.

19. In St. Louis, a fireman cannot rescue 
a woman unless she is fully clothed. If 

she is wearing a nightgown she must get 
dressed before she is rescued from the 

fire.

20. Giraffes have no vocal cords. 
They communicate with each other by 

infrasonic sound.

21. A rat can survive longer without water 
than a camel.

22. Mary Shelley was the first person to 
depict a reanimated life form in literature 

or media, although she never actually 
identified Frankenstein’s Monster as a 

zombie.

23. Cats spend an average of 2/3 of every 
day sleeping.

24. Whales do not drink unpurified 
ocean water. They drink cleaner water by 

metabolizing the fat from their food to 
extract the water.

25. Koala bears are more closely related 
to the kangaroo than to any type of real 

bear.

26. Starfish and jellyfish are not actually 
fish.

27. The number twenty-seven (27) is 
often regarded as an unlucky age, as many 
famous people have died at 27, including 

Janice Joplin and Jimi Hendrix.

Archer’s Aim

“Slut shaming” has a bad 
reputation, but it may not be as bad as 
it seems. Slut shaming is when girls 
call other girls sluts. It’s also making a 
girl feel like they’re worth less because 
they have a lot of sex, and harshly 
criticizing their choice of clothing and 
their actions. Almost all girls are guilty 
of it, it’s how teenagers are. The basic 
idea of slut shaming is telling girls that 
they shouldn’t display their body for 
everyone to see, which is good.

 Girls call each other sluts for 
different reasons. Maybe they want to 
tell the girl about the image they are 
presenting, maybe they want to try and 
get the girl to stop dressing sluttily. 
They could want to deter other girls 
from dressing like a slut. These are all 
legitimate reasons to call a girl a slut, 
because they want to help the girl and 
aren’t doing it to be mean.

First impressions are important. 
They generally reflect the personality 
of the person. If a girl is dressed like a 
slut the first time she meets someone, 
that’s the kind of person they think 
she is. If they call her a slut, they are 
pointing out that’s the image the girl is 
projecting. It’s not necessarily okay to 
call her a slut, but it’s not bad to point 
out how she appears.

Slut shaming can also point out 
to girls that how they dress reflects on 
themselves and their personality. They 
know that dressing scantily shows other 
people that they like looking attractive 
and will do anything to project that 
image. When girls have a picture in 

their mind of what slut looks like, that 
they’ve gotten from real life, they know 
how to not dress like a slut. They know 
what is perceived as slut-ish, and how to 
avoid looking like one if they don’t want 
to.

The way you dress can give other 
people a false opinion of you. For 
example, Miley Cyrus has been called a 
slut because of the clothes she wears and 
the way she acts. However, she has been 
with the same guy for four years. On the 
other hand, Taylor Swift is not called 
a slut because her clothes cover more 
of her body and her actions in public 
are more innocent, but she has a new 
boyfriend every couple of months.

Boys aren’t victims of slut shaming 
like girls are. If a boy has sex a lot, or 
with a lot of people, he is not looked 
down upon. However, if a girl does, she 
is talked about, made fun of, and looked 
down on. The word slut, which is applied 
to girls, has a negative connotation. 
However, words like “player” and 
“stud,” which are used to describe boys, 
carry a positive connotation. Boys are 
almost rewarded for having a lot of sex, 
while girls are looked down upon.

While slut shaming isn’t that 
great, the core of the idea is good. It is 
basically rejecting the provocative outfits 
girls wear, and telling girls that it’s not 
ok to dress sluttily. Slut shaming is 
telling girls that they shouldn’t objectify 
themselves, which is a good thing. 
When a girl is called a slut, she is being 
told that she shouldn’t dress like she is, 
because people will get the wrong idea 
of her. 

people that they realize pretend all the 
time is that they can’t be trusted with 
anything. 

Sophmore Sean Magee said, “I 
think ‘Swag’ is probably the biggest 
offender and that if someone changes 
themselves just to appeal to other’s/ 
society’s standards then they’re not 
living for themselves.” 

Although the general public isn’t 
fond of them, Gilian has some advice 
for posers, “Well, I’m thinking that 
whatever floats your boat, just go with 
it, but I mean for you to just change 
yourself to fit in, or make yourself 
seem cooler is just stupid. Be yourself, 
and if your ‘friends’ are really your 
friends then they would be okay with 
it. Also a cry for attention, clearly not 
enough hugs.” Posers are basically a 
part of life, at least in high school. No 
one is entirely sure who they are, and 
everyone is trying their hardest to find 
out. Before one assumes that someone 
they see is a poser, take into account 
that ten years from now, no one will be 
exactly the same as they were in high 
school.

Racial minorities are under-represented at EC
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This graph shows the unchanging racial diversity of EC over the last several years.

“Slut shaming”: senseless bullying, or a resurgence of morality?
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Teenagers try to hide their personality.
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