
Valentine’s Day gone sour: even Cupid misses the mark every once in 

Award shows dazzle viewers and shine the spot light on true 
Hollywood show-stoppers.

The year of 2012 had produced many 
inspiring and humorous films/television 
shows, and along with them excellent 
performers. These achievements are hon-
ored through Hollywood’s many awards 
ceremonies. This year the awards ceremo-
nies were especially intriguing because an 
El Camino graduate, Jessica Chastain, was 
awarded for her outstanding role in two 
films. 

At the beginning of every year, 
awards shows are held to recognize artists 
and actors for their performance. The most 
popular of these shows are the Academy 
Awards, Emmy Awards, Golden Globe 
Awards, Grammy Awards, S.A.G. Awards, 
and People’s Choice Awards. Each of 
these shows has their own separate awards 
for various categories, such as the S.A.G’s 
“Outstanding Ensemble” award. Though 
the award shows are more appreciated by 
adults (as they are very long and some-
times slow), there are several students at 
El Camino which enjoy them as well. 

Senior Katie Wong sometimes 
watches the awards ceremonies, espe-
cially when actors which she admires are 

nominated. Wong said, “My favorite 
awards shows are the Grammys and 
the Golden Globes. I enjoy watching 
them because everyone dresses up and 
comes together for a particular reason, 
such as music awards.” Wong watched 
the S.A.G. awards show this year, she 
stated, “I was really glad that Hugh 
Jackman and Anne Hathaway won 
awards for Les Miserables. I was also 
very proud that an El Camino graduate 
of ‘95, Jessica Chastain, won for her 
role in ‘Zero Dark Thirty.’”

Jessica Chastain is an American 
theater, film, and television actress. 
She is most recognized for her starring 
roles in The Help, Zero Dark Thirty, 
and Mama. For her performance in The 
Help, Chastain was nominated in 2011 
as Best Supporting Actress. In 2012, 
Chastain was promoted by Time maga-
zine as one of the “100 Most Influential 
People in the World” (time.com). More 
recently, Chastain received a Golden 
Globe Award for Best Actress and an 
Academy Award for Best Actress nomi-
nation in honor of her role in Zero Dark 
Thirty. Above all, Jessica Chastain’s 
most appealing attribute is being a 
graduate of El Camino High School. 

Other than the awards and the 
celebrities, the next most fascinat-
ing element of the ceremonies is the 
dresses and costumes. Sophomore 
Theresa Loewen watches the awards 
ceremonies mainly to see what the ce-
lebrities chose to wear. Loewen said, 
“I love the Golden Globes for the 
dresses and speeches. I’m especially 
happy that Adele won for the best 
song category.” 

On the other hand, there are those 
who don’t enjoy watching the awards 
ceremonies. For some they are not 
interesting; this seems to be the case 
for boys in particular, as they aren’t 
gripped by the fashion or awards. 
Sophomore Mark Farrell doesn’t 
watch the awards ceremonies, and 
has no intention to see them. Far-
rell stated, “I don’t watch any of the 
awards ceremonies because I do not 
have enough time to watch them as 
they take forever. A lot of the awards 
are things that nobody really cares 
about.” 

Whether or not one is fascinated 
by the awards shows, they carry great 
influence in the celebrity community 
and their devoted followers. Award shows such as and the Emmys showcase Hollywood’s finest. Among them, Jessica Chastain,  an EC alumni.
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I bought my boyfriend tickets to a hockey game for Valentine’s 
Day. During a break in the game, my guy spontaneously 
grabbed and kissed me! I pulled away, because I was so 
shocked, and that’s when he pointed to the JumboTron 
screen. We had been on the “Kiss Cam,” and everyone in 
the arena had seen my bitchy pull-away and embarrassed 
reaction.-Anonymous

After a long dry spell, I was psyched to finally have a new guy 
in my life so we could spend Valentine’s Day together. Call 
me corny, but I was hoping I’d get flowers or chocolate — you 
know, what every girl wants! Instead, he gave me an old Abe 
Lincoln bobblehead that looked like it came from the bottom 
of his closet. I honestly didn’t even know what to say, so I just 
mumbled “thank you.” After a few more bad dates, I pulled off 
Abe’s head, and kicked that boy to the curb.-Anonymous

A few years ago on Valentine’s Day, my boyfriend and I had 
celebrated with dinner and a movie, then we had driven out 
to this totally hidden locale to lay in the back of his truck and 
watch the meteor shower that night. I had planned on telling 
him I loved him, but after dinner, I had the worst butterflies. 
When we were in his truck he looked deep into my eyes 
and just smiled. It was now or never, so as I went to say it, 
when I opened my mouth, I threw up all over his new shirt. 
I guess those butterflies were really just the lobster bisque I 
had for dinner. -Anonymous 

a while. 
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You’ll love it so much, you’ll want to kiss it.


