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One takes a look around 
at El Camino High, and all 
they see is faded paint, beaten 
lockers, and aged buildings. 
El Camino was established in 
1952 and unfortunately noth-
ing much has changed since 
then. In a generation motivated 
by constant change, a desire to 
be modern, and the hype of the 
digital age, it’s a school-wide 
agreement that El Camino 
needs to indulge in a makeover 
and a nice welcome to the 21st 
century. 

Recent changes at El 
Camino include the renova-
tion of the bathrooms in the 
30s and 50s halls, as well as 
those located near the S-Wing. 
Another notable change is the 
installation of a new air-condi-
tioner in the large gym to put 
an end to sweaty rallies, humid 
assemblies, and dreadful PE 
classes and sports practices. 
The changes have received 
positive feedback from the EC 
students, but many agree that 
it’s not enough. 

When asked about his first 
impression of El Camino, Freshman Jimmy Archer said, “I went to a small private school, 
and it was really different from El Camino. The quad is bigger than the entire school.” 

Notable features of El Camino are the ivy wall displayed in front of the school, which 
leads to the entrance to the main hallway. The sign in front of the band room near Eastern 
Avenue proudly displays an Eagle carved in granite and the quote “Home of the Eagles.” 
However, these features go overlooked as the faded green paint and old classrooms fill the 
majority of the school, giving off the impression of a cold, institutional school. 

“There are lots of things that we could do to improve it to be more ecologically friendly 
and green,” said English teacher Ms. Matt. “With many of our windows, we wouldn’t have 
to close the blinds, we’d leave them open and let the natural light in.” Ms. Matt would con-
tinue to talk about the halls after lunch and its filthiness, and if there were more garbage cans 
or recycling, maybe it would encourage students to pick up their trash more. 

There are endless ways El Camino could be more green and modern, and less uniform. 
Some changes, however, can’t be made with the urgency the students demand, thanks to 
budget cuts, especially from education. A recent change made to other schools in the San 
Juan Unified School District is the renovating of murals at Rio Americano, dating back to 
late 2010. The possibility of El Camino taking actions such as this one is not far-fetched. 

“We need new lockers,” Sophomore Claire Scranton said. “The lockers have a big 
impression, because they look run-down. Since that’s the majority of the school, it gives it a 
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Taking a language class used to mean that one learned the 
language that one were taking, and that was it. But now, language 
classes are teaching culture in addition to the language. Teach-
ers are incorporating culture into their lessons, and students learn 
about what it’s like to live in the country. They learn about the ma-
jor holidays, what school is like, and the daily lives of the citizens 
of that country.

www.cal.org said, “Language learners need to be aware of 
the culturally appropriate ways to address people, express grati-
tude, make requests, and agree or disagree with someone.Students 
will master a language only when they learn both its linguistic and 
cultural norms.” 

Spanish teacher Ms. Nelson said, “Of course I teach culture 
to my classes! It’s an integral part of learning the language. With-
out culture it’s one dimensional, like chips without salsa or gua-
camole.” 

Students taking Spanish learn about the quinceañera and the 
holiday “Day of the Dead,” as well as what Spanish students do af-
ter school and activities they can participate in. They also discover 
what classes are like and how school is different. 

French students learn about what teenagers do for fun in 
France, and what they do after classes. They learn about the dif-
ferences between American and French high schools. The French 
classes have “food parties,” where French food, such as crepes, 
are brought in and tasted. Holidays such as La Fête des Rois, the 
celebration of when the three wise men followed the north star to 
Bethlehem, are celebrated in class. 

Some people, however, don’t necessarily like learning about 
the culture. 

Freshman Nicole Vest said, “I don’t really like learning cul-
ture, because some things aren’t very interesting. Learning about 
the quinceañera is cool, but hearing about what kids do after class-
es isn’t.” 

Everyone has different view of what is interesting and what 
isn’t. Language books also have many pages dedicated to what the 

Extreme makeover: 

Spring Tour attendees take EC music to San Diego

Language classes 
teach culture
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At this time of year, thoughts of Spring Break and the adventures to be 
had dance through the minds of El Camino students. However, in a select 

number of kids, different images fill their heads. Sheet music and instruments 
instead excite the lucky few who venture on Spring Tour. 

Spring Tour is a trip taken annually by the Honors Concert Band and Mad-
rigal Choir kids in which they travel to a different city in order to perform in 
different locations. This year, they are taking their music to San Diego for four 
full days of endless amounts of music and friends. 

“Playing in different areas is a good and unique experience for us [band 
members],” said Junior David Spivack, an Honors Concert Band member. 
“Spring Tour, in general, is just a really awesome experience because we get to 
play music and have fun. It’s exciting to be in a location that isn’t Sacramento 
and be able to hang out with friends while performing or playing.” 

The portrayal of Spring Tour as just a happy-go-lucky trip designed for 
friendships and fun has non-music program students wondering why it is an 
exclusive excursion. An outing to San Diego at the tail end of the week before 
break, ensuring a longer Spring Break, certainly sounds like a grand old time. 
Spivack, however, emphasizes that this is primarily a field trip of music. “We 
learn a lot about music because of workshops and just playing so much is 
good practice. And since we learn to play music better, we come back as an 
improved band and can pump up the spirit more at games.” 

If Spring Tour is comprised of workshops and bonding, how could it re-
ally be any different from a regular day in class? In both settings, students 
learn about music and get to talk with acquaintances. But Junior Julian Al-
caraz, both an Honors Concert Band member and a Madrigal Choir member, 
disagrees. “Spring Tour is a big deal to us [band and choir kids] because it’s 
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the one major thing we get to do. It’s good we do it because it 
shows that we don’t just play or perform school music; we do 
other things outside of the school environment too.” 

In both the cases of Madrigal Choir and Honors Concert 
Band, even though the trip is an educational one, the matter of 
going is indisputable. When asked to sum up Spring Tour in one 
word, Spivack used “awesome” and Alcaraz used “fun”: simple 
words that encompass the feeling of genuinely enjoying some-
thing, regardless of the fact that it is educational. 

“Spring Tour is a great opportunity to experience singing 
and performing in a different environment, as well as extend our 
knowledge beyond what we’ve learned in class,” said Sophomore 
Delaney Ridenour, a Madrigal Choir member, showing her en-
thusiasm for the trip albeit it being educational. 

Though Spring Tour may not directly affect non-music pro-
gram students, except maybe evoking a little jealousy, the ben-
efits are present for all students at El Camino. For those that go 
on Spring Tour, it is a great time to learn more about music and 
to strengthen bonds within their second family. For those who 
don’t attend it, it is apparent that Spring Tour does improve the 
performances and certainly encourages more school spirit year 
after year. This musical excursion can definitely hit a high note 
with everyone.
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The excitement of March Madness 
riles up the competitive streak in El 

Camino students
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Soldiers return home from the war-
front and struggle to assimilate back 

into everyday life.

EC edition

Teenagers with smartphones are exhib-
iting signs of addiction as technology 

improves.
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Last year’s band and choir visited San Francisco for Spring Tour.
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Music mogul Jay-Z expands his empire 
to include all facets of the entertainment 

world.

bad impression when you first look at it.” 
To install all new lockers requires thousands of dol-

lars, a lot of work, and shutting down certain parts of the 
hallways, leading to the potential interference of academ-
ics. The likely option is to begin the renovations during the 
summer, such as with the bathrooms. So, in the long run, is 
an extreme EC makeover what the school needs to thrive? 

“I don’t think the landscaping is going to improve our 
academic success,” said Ms. Matt. “The programs we of-
fer, like band and drama, are what draws parents to bring 
their kids here, and not that we have a nice-looking cam-
pus.” 

Even with all these renovations at El Camino, there 
will be kids who will continue to disrespect their school, 
either by vandalism, littering, and even permanent destruc-
tion of property. Improvements can be made all they want, 
but it’s up to the students to make El Camino a school any-
one can be looking forward to attend, and keep up a clean 
image.

The lockers, basketball hoops, and benches are proof that the school is in desperate need of renovations.
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