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    “You’re a good man, Charlie Brown,” Lucy says, as 
she places a baseball helmet onto Charlie’s head for the last 
time. The curtains are shutting, and opening again, and the 
cast and crew come out for their bows on closing night. The 
excitement of the lights and stage are over, but the experi-
ence lingers on. There were laughs, tears, terrible times, and 
wonderful times, and all of those who helped create the magic 
of the Peanuts cartoon onstage want to remember them all.

    You’re a Good Man, Charlie Brown is a show that 
explores the life of children, reflecting on both the positive 
and negative experiences. The show itself is like comic strips 
all put together into a musical, with a live orchestra accompa-
nying the actors’ singing. 

     Senior Guy Whittall-Scherfee, a member of the live 
orchestra, said, “It was really tough to stay focused, because 
we were with a lot of our friends, and we had a lot of friends 
in the cast, and on lights and everything, but we stayed as 
diligent as we could while working.” He expressed that he 
had wished they had stayed a bit more professional at rehears-
als, even though they were with friends, but he also said, “It 
was amazing, since it was an experience I probably won’t get 
to do ever again. It was good to do.”

        Rehearsals themselves are a lot of dedication, time, 

and work to make sure that an exciting show is present-
ed to the public. Since the auditions are months before 
the actual show, the actors are putting their own time 
into working on a musical here at El Camino. The crew 
doesn’t join in until a month before the show opens, but 
even though they are there for less time than the cast 
is, they sometimes dedicate hours after rehearsals to set 
the lights and the sound board, and learn to do differ-
ent things backstage to ensure smooth run-throughs of 
the show far before opening night. One member of the 
crew that puts in more time than any other person who 
works on the show, aside from the director, is the as-
sistant director. For Charlie Brown, the assistant director 
was Maddy Koedel, a senior who has helped to direct 
shows prior to this one.

    About working on shows, Koedel said, “It’s a lot 
of hard work, because you have to make sure everyone 
is doing what they’re supposed to. From the beginning 
of the show, it’s about creating relationships and work-
ing on the acting itself. Going through, you add different 
elements of backstage and it just comes together on 
show nights.” Koedel emphasizes the need for cast 
bonding and the building of relationships among every-
one. During pre-production of Charlie Brown, the entire 
cast went on a trip to Dillon’s Beach for an entire day to 
get to know one another better. In acting, the chemistry 

backstage will change the chemistry onstage, and 
when no one is listening to one another, it will show to 
the audience. 

    Sophomore Mark Farrell said, “Sometimes 
you’ll do a project and feel like you’ve wasted your 
time, but when I come home from rehearsal, or 
anything to do with the musical, I never feel like I’ve 
wasted my time.” Ferrell portrays a very emphatic and 
opinionated Charlie Brown onstage, and despite the 
fact that this is his first show, he’s humbled by the fact 
that he was cast as the lead. 

    “I’m amazed I got the lead part. I’ve loved 
being Charlie.” He stated that he’s glad that this was 
his first show that he’s ever worked on, because even 
though it was difficult, it was a good experience to 
have so much to do on his first show. 

    The life of those who put a musical together 
isn’t easy, but everyone has a single goal: to please the 
audience. When that goal is accomplished, all the hard 
work feels like it’s really worth it. The actors rehearse 
when to enter, exit, speak, and sing, all while staying 
in character. What the audience witnesses is the pains 
of a book report on Peter Rabbit, how difficult kite fly-
ing can be, and how at the end of the day, happiness is 
anyone, and anything at all that is love from the people 
around you.
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    A tragic attack was committed by 36 year 
old Phillip Hernandez. Hernandez, who 
is accused of attacking his 9 year old son, 
Matthew Hernandez, on Tuesday February 
26th at 11:52 pm with a hatchet in northern 
Sacramento. “We got a 911 call... it was a 
hysterical female,” said Sacramento Police 
Department officer Michelle Gigante.
    “I am disgusted by the crime and feel 
empathy for this family,” said El Camino 
senior Beca Esteves.
    Young Matthew was asleep on the couch 
in his living room when his father broke 
through a sliding glass door to  gain access 
into the home, according to the police. The 
great grandmother, who Hernandez and his 
two sons live with, heard the glass break and 
saw Hernandez standing over his son with 
a hatchet. She tried to intervene and protect 
Matthew, but she was shoved aside and he 
proceeded to attack his son. Two emergency 
calls were made: one during and one after 
the invasion.
    “It’s just a horrific case,” said Matt Young,  
a Sacramento Police Department spokes-
man.
    Officers found Hernandez walking along 
Azevedo Drive between El Camino and 
San Juan.
“I firmly believe in capital punishment 
for reasons like this! Mr. Hernandez is an 
unfit member of society. Not only has he 
devastated his own family and friends but he 
has also rocked the whole community. He 
deserves a fair trial and capital punishment,” 
said Delila Brookins, a teachers assistant.

    Matthew’s step-grandfather said the 
boy lived there with his father, great 
grandmother and 12 year old brother, 
who was unharmed in his room during 
the incident.  Police and firefighters 
arrived at the home and pronounced 
Matthew dead at the scene, due to blunt 
force trauma to the head.
    “Unfortunately child abuse will 
always exist,” stated Esteves. “There are 
things we can do to help. For one, you 
can always report child abuse and harm 
and be the voice for those who are too 
afraid to speak up.”
    Hernandez also has a criminal back-
ground. In 2004, he pleaded not guilty 
to a charge of corporal injury to a spouse 
and served two years in state prison, 
according to Sacramento County court 
records. He also served additional time 
in prison after he was convicted on the 
same charge in Yolo County . According 
to the California Department of Correc-
tions, Hernandez was discharged from 
prison in 2008, and court documents 
revealed he was in a long custody battle 
to keep his sons. Their mother won full 
custody in 2006 after Hernandez landed 
in jail for beating her. In 2009 the boys’ 
mother gave Hernandez custody, saying 
she wasn’t financially able to support 
them. The mother was out of town and 
on her way home during the attack. 
    “It’s is understandable that the mother 
didn’t have the financial means to care 
for her children, but due to Hernandez’s 
previous background, no, he shouldn’t 
have had custody. This is the perfect 
time for CPS or the system to place the 
children somewhere safe and financially 
stable,” commented Ms. Brookins.
    Hernandez is currently in jail awaiting 
trial. He is presumed innocent until 
proven guilty. All we can hope for is 
that justice is served for the family and 
friends so they can have the closure they 
desperately need.
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    Over the last few decades, 
the face of public education has 
certainly evolved in a very dra-
matic fashion. The system has seen 
a sharp decline in discipline in just 
about every realm ranging from 
observing school rules to dress 
code. Across the board, minors 
simply are not as proper as they 
used to be. Although far too many 
scientists, statisticians, and intrusive 
parents have attempted to identify 
the root of this growing trend, 
perhaps they are looking too far 
into the matter. Recent polls have 
shown that rates of active religious 
involvement amongst teenagers 
in the US have decreased rapidly 
over the past several decades, a 
number that continues to shrink as 
it is. That being said, the question 
to be asked is this – what does 
religion mean to children today? 

    “I think kids do not have 
enough time to go to church in 
high school. Because of this, they 
tend to kind of not be as religious. 
The problem is finding time in 

21st century teens:

A group of teens take time out of their day to pray.
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Since the tragic massacre at New-
town last January, the American 
people have seen a myriad of 

proposed legal sanctions on private, civil-
ian firearm ownership. Despite a plethora 
of statistics Conducted by a wide range of 
different organizations that clearly illus-
trate how ineffective these additional laws 
are Washington politicians have insisted 
on moving forward with them anyway, 
often times trampling the Constitution to 
do so. The most exasperating part of this 
crusade against firearms would almost 
certainly be the simple fact that geographic 
locales reporting higher rates of civilian 
gun ownership have phenomenally low 
crime rates, as opposed to “gun-free zones” 
such as Chicago and Detroit, where annual 
murders put KIA losses in Afghanistan to 
shame. These should be relatively simple 
facts to grasp and accept, yet far too many 
misguided individuals stick to their mantra 
that guns are the root of all evil. Thank-
fully there are enough rational and patriotic 
politicians on Capitol Hill (representing 
both sides of the aisle) to prevent these 
reprehensible executive orders from being 
transformed from the words of a mad man 
into federal law. Yet even if this outrageous 
legislation had been enacted into law that 
are still plenty of good men and women 
that would have rose up against such an 
unconstitutional push.
    The first person to publicly speak out 
against these proposed laws was Sheriff 
Tim Mueller of Lynn County, Oregon. 
Situated in the northeastern quadrant of Or-
egon, nearly all of Linn County’s residents 
own a firearm. When word of these laws 
reached the sheriff’s peaceful domain, his 
office was flooded with calls from anxious 
citizens worried about one of their most 
basic rights being infringed upon by not 
only the federal government, but by the 
sheriffs office as well. After assuring his 
worried constituents that any unconstitu-
tional laws would not be enforced within 
the confines of Linn County, the Sheriff 
drafted a letter which was promptly sent 
to VP Biden stating clearly that his new 
laws would not be complied with within 
the Sheriff’s jurisdiction. This letter has 
received attention and praise on a national 
level while the vice president’s office has 
refused to comment on the correspondence.
    A similar statement was also released by 
Sheriff Denny Peyman of Jackson County, 
KY, stating that his office nor any federal 
agency would be enforcing any new (and 
unconstitutional) gun control laws. The 
movements inspired by these two law 
enforcement officers have inspired similar 
statements issued by sheriff’s departments 
across the nation, from Oregon to New 
Hampshire. However, further movements 
within state/local government have also 
transpired outside the law enforcement 
arena as well. Just this month, the Idaho 
State Legislature passed a bill making the 
enforcement of these new gun control laws 
illegal within the state of Idaho. Assuming 
this bill will be passed by the state senate 
as well, this would mark the first time in 
history that an individual state defied the 
federal government on gun control. After 
all, the vast majority of crimes that are 
responded to and investigated are under the 
jurisdiction of the local police or sheriff’s 
department. A bill such as the one in Idaho 
would make it illegal for local and state 
cops to enforce Obama’s new firearms 
mandates within the state of Idaho, mean-
ing that either federal agents would have 
to be used in droves to get the job done in 
only one state, or the laws would basically 
be ignored. 
    Idaho certainly isn’t the only state 
to install protective legislation for gun 
owners. In Wyoming, a bill was passed 
in regards to big game hunting, which set 
aside $250,000 dollars for the state attor-
ney general to sue the federal government 
if they infringed on the rights of hunters 
(who owned high-powered rifles). And of 
course there are the various private lobby 
groups such as the NRA fighting for the 
rights of gun owners. Clearly, under these 
conditions, such ridiculous gun laws will 
never be passed.

our busy schedules,” said Junior 
Amelia Easterbrook. 

    Raising a valid point, most 
teenagers, between heavy loads 
of schoolwork and an overactive 
social life, oftentimes do not attend 
church simply because they are 
too busy. And as most services 
are held on weekend mornings 
(depending on the faith), those 
who are not forced to attend the 
weekly service will more often 
than not remain in bed to catch 
up on sleep lost over the course 
of the week. But what is it, from 
a cultural viewpoint, that has led 
to such a rapid decline in church 
attendance?

    “Now, kids have more 
access to information that can 
dispute religion or at least let them 
think for themselves and draw 
their own conclusions based on 
the information they get rather 
than just believing what their 
parents tell them,” said Junior 
Ryan Hesse. 

    There certainly is a good 
deal of information out there that 
actively contradicts the teach-
ings of religious institutions, 

such as the creationism/evolution 
debate in public schools. Then 
again, religion is a very personal 
institution and pursuit, similar to 
politics, organized sports, dress, 
etc. So while many choose to shy 
away from organized religious 
institutions during their tumultuous 
formative years, many others bind 
closer to it. 

    “I think religion is very 
important,” commented Junior 
Jordan Vick, an active member of 
the Bahá’í faith, “because it instills 
a set of morals that go hand in hand 
with personal morals and ethics. 

Faith is very important to 
me, so I find it troubling 
to see more and more 
people mocking it instead 
of bothering to explore it’s 
foundations.”

    Regardless of one’s 
reasons and motives for 
approaching religion, the 
fact of the matter is that 
religion amongst youth is 
dwindling at an alarming 
pace. How this will impact 
future generations to come 
or the nation on a cultural 
level? Only time will tell.  
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Spring is in the air.
So is the scent of 

freshly baked bread.


