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There are few people who can be crowned 
“kings” of their trade, but Shawn Carter deserves 
way more than a crown.  For those who aren’t 
familiar with rappers Shawn Carter is the infamous 
Jay-Z.  His legacy doesn’t just consist of Grammys 
-seventeen for the record- but he dove into several 
other pursuits as well.  For instance, he was the pro-
ducer of the basketball video game 2K13 and also 
owns the New York Knicks.  As comedian Jamie 
Foxx said “He owns * this much * of the team, but 
acts like he owns all of New York”.  

As funny as this statement may be, New York 
truly is his kingdom.  He was born in New York 
on December 4th, 1969, having been raised by his 
mother and three siblings.  He attended George 
Westinghouse Career and Technical Education High 
School in downtown Brooklyn along with other rap-
pers like Notorious B.I.G and Busta Rhymes.

His first studio album Reasonable Doubt, 
was considered a landmark in the rap genre, along 
with his Blue Print album as well.  Both of them 
being ranked in Rolling Stone magazine’s list of the 

500 greatest albums of all time.  In 2003 he released 
the Black Album, which marked his “retirement”, 
however he was still deeply involved in rap.  In 2004 
he was named President of Def Jam Records.  And in 
2006 he left retirement and started rapping again.

With everything Jay-Z is involved with, he 
sure has more than 99 problems, but trying to start a 
family isn’t one.  He liked Beyoncé so much that he 
put a ring on it in 2008, and she gave birth to their first 
child, Blue Ivy Carter, a year ago.  As a couple they 
are a powerhouse in the media world.

Just recently he won a Grammy for “No Church 
in the Wild” and was featured on Justin Timberlake’s 
new album The 20/20 Experience.  The follow up 
to his last album the Blue Print 3 is in the works and 
has been named one of the most anticipated albums 
of 2013 by Complex Magazine, MTV and XXL 
Magazine.

With a resume as long as Wall Street itself, one 
wonders when Jay -Z is going to call it quits.  

“I don’t think he’s too old,” Said Senior Neek 
Dezaki  “As long as he is making hits and people are 
listening to him he’ll do fine.”

Jay-Z probably lies amongst some of the greatest 
rappers of all time.  “He’s his own entity, but there is 
no way he could replace someone like Tupac, at the 
same time though there will never be another Jay-Z or 
Eminem” said Dezaki.

His beats, innovations to music, style, and legacy 
will outlast him in generations to come.

“He’ll be remembered because he’s into every-
thing,” said Senior Maurice Hale “I concur he has 
about five more years though before he calls it quits.”

Whether he’s here today or gone tomorrow 
Jay-Z will never fade to black.

Jay-Z: 
Becoming
a legend
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A sudden realization has hit the Hollywood movie 
industry within the last few months and year, the clas-
sic fairy tales that children here as they grow up are 
exactly what was needed to reclaim the box offices. 
Taking the classic tales of Snow White, Jack and the 
Beanstalk, Hansel & Gretel, Red Riding Hood, plus 
the addition of a major plot twist to the tale is drawing 
more attention to movies, and bringing in more view-
ers to the theaters.

These new plot twists are definitely attracting 
attention to these classic fairy tales, and by remaking 
these old fairy tales Hollywood is bringing back to life 
the stories that most grew up with and were inspired 
by; most of which the newer generations have been 
somewhat deprived from since these fairy tales are not 
as well known anymore. 

However, on that note, some feel that Hollywood 
shouldn’t have started to remake classic fairy tales, “I 
think that the fairy tales should have been left alone, 
since they were good the way they were,” says Junior 
Ashley Bailey-Curtin. These heart warming tales 
have been around for decades and up until two years 
ago no one had even thought of remaking the, so why 
now? Why did people get tired of the classics this 
year?

Many of these new remakes, such as Hansel & 
Gretel and Snow White and the Huntsman have taken 

on a darker plot twist than the other tales. This darker 
twist “is beneficial, since it will attract more people 
to the movie because people like action,” said Bailey-
Curtin.

Whether or not  these new plot twists are successful 
change to these tales, one thing that will never change is 
the original and classic tales kids read at bedtime, that 
give them inspiration and provide hope that anything is 
possible and that they can be anything they want.

These remakes of classic tales hit the boxoffices with full force.
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Classic Fairy Tales remade with a dark twist
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If it’s not on your Spring Break Bucket List...

...make it numero uno.

Military dogs used in combat
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Dog’s have always been a symbol as man’s 
best friend. The men and their dogs take this bond 
to a whole new level in Glory Hounds, an Animal 
Planet documentary on the boys overseas and the 
dogs that are their partners. The two hour special 
follows 4 men and their dogs in the Afghan war 
zone as they go through the everyday struggles 
they face fighting the Taliban. The men and their 
dogs bring a whole new element to their unit. Dogs 

in combat are used for varieties of reason. Many 
dogs are used for sniffing out Improvised Explo-
sive Devices (IED’s) made by Taliban fighters. 
Other dogs are used to search for people, when 
soldiers are clearing out buildings or searching 
for hostages. The men in the show, and probably 
every single soldier who is a dog handler in the 
armed forces, have a unique bond between them, 
and the dog.

Nancy Smith from the Wall Street Journal 
says, “As painful as it to see a fallen dog’s body 
draped in the American Flag, what Glory Hounds 

does is deepen our appreciation for the service-
men who train them.” 

Note, this show is not for the faint of heart.
The soldiers don’t think of the dogs as 

tools, although they are used for militaristic 
purposes.  The soldiers think of their dogs as 
partners, as a member of the unit, as friends. 
The soldiers in Glory Hounds could not have 
stressed this enough. They always talked about 
their dog as a partner, not as some tool that 
could be readily dispatched. 

Glory Hounds gives a new and a clearer 
perspective into the everyday lives of sol-
diers, and what they have to face every day in 
combat.   As one soldier said in Glory Hounds, 
“Thank god for my rifle and the unit’s dog.” Discovery channel show Glory Hounds sheds a new light on life overseas.
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