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El Camino High School has had the honor of be-
ing visited by Liz Egra, a survivor of the Holocaust, 
for the second time. Liz is currently 78 years old and 
is the founder of Central Valley Holocaust Educator’s 
Network. Speaking at EC, Liz shared her story of 
struggling to escape the Nazi rule. 

Her story begins with her father’s employment as 
a surgeon, providing stability for their family. How-
ever, the peace was short-lived. Liz had a cousin who 
was about her age (2 to 4 years old) whose father dis-
appeared one day. A German soldier appeared at their 
villa, apologizing for the sudden “departure” of Liz’s 
uncle, saying he was sent to fight in the war. In reality, 
he was sent to a forest in Poland, where he dug his 

Class of 2013 Valedictorians: 
Fierce Five fight to the finish

Holocaust survivor revisits EC and recounts her story
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Few can say they have achieved the presti-
gious title of “valedictorian” for their senior class, 
but this year, five diligent and well-known stu-
dents can claim this right. Amy Garfinkel, Devin 
Moynihan, Matthew Ramos, Kate Schreiner, 
and James Wiley are this year’s graduating class’s 
Valedictorians and they deserve nothing less than 
this high honor. They have worked hard through-
out all of their years of education and strived to 
balance their desire to maintain good grades with 
a social life and extra-curricular activities.  

Honored and surprised, but certainly happy, 
Garfinkel wasn’t working towards Valedictorian, 
she was simply working as is her personality. A 
four-year band member, she dabbled in Basket-
ball, Tennis, and LEAP, as well as took part in 
community service and Girl Scouts, and, on top 
of that, managed a social life, too. 

“Besides sleep, I didn’t have to give up too 
much; I just tried to keep a balance between ev-
erything I was doing,” said Garfinkel. 

Her single regret for high school is not neces-
sarily a personal one, but rather the entire student 
body’s. She wishes that those in classes could stray 
from being singularly grade-oriented, instead fo-
cusing on actually understanding the material, a 
problem encountered by many students. Garfinkel 
will be attending University of California, Berke-
ley, and while her major is undecided, she plans 
to minor in music. 

School has always been a really important 
and big part of Moynihan’s life, but she didn’t let 
that stop her from enjoying the social aspects of 
El Camino. 

“I sometimes had to choose grades over hang-
ing out with friends, which was not easy, but I got 
the grades I set out to get and still really did enjoy 
high school. I am happy with what I have accom-
plished these past years, and I have no regrets,” 
said Moynihan. 

On top of her success academically, Moyni-
han participated actively in Soccer, Band, Girl 
Scouts, and KEY Club. She feels that her hard 
work and El Camino have prepared her well for 
the future, and plans on attending University of 
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Even today, the music of The Beatles 
sparks a Revolution Across the Universe 

and in Strawberry Fields Forever. 
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As the year comes to a close, high 
school sweethearts must decide the 

fate of their relationship.

Early graduation for seniors leaves 
classes and underclassmen hearts 

empty.
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El Camino’s shining student-athletes 
receive scholarships for their hard 

work and dedication.

Ramos, Moynihan, Wiley, Schreiner, and Garfinkel are sure to continue to lead impressive lives of prosperity.
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California, Santa Cruz. Her major is undecided, but one can be sure that she will go on to do great things. 
A little surprised to be included among the impressive list of Valedictorians, Ramos describes the award as an “added 

bonus”: one he was not aiming for, but just happened. He attributes it to helping fellow students in all of his classes, 
though his mentality was similar to everyone that he was helping: “Get through it and try your best.” He balanced his 
workload with Track, Cross Country, Science Olympiad, Tech Club, and Boy Scouts. 

“I definitely had some late nights and sacrificed sleep in order to get all my work done and keep my A’s,” said Ra-
mos. 

Though Ramos jokes that his “social life took a few hits as well,” he ultimately had no big regrets for the long run 
and also feels well prepped for his life after El Camino. He offers advice to those who wish to be a Valedictorian to “not 
be a complete shut-in” and will be attending Cal Poly, San Luis Obispo, to major in Civil Engineering. 

Schreiner can certainly understand the hardships of being a student-athlete while still keeping up with grades and 

friends. She was involved with Varsity Bas-
ketball, Soccer, KEY Club, CSF/NHS, and 
summer camps, and describes herself as 
“driven and responsible,” two qualities that 
are easy to see when glancing at her packed 
schedules. 

“I had to sacrifice sleep and time that 
could be spent with friends because I would 
have to go straight from school to practice to 
home, to do homework,” said Schreiner. “If 
I really wanted to do something, though, I’d 
make time for it.” 

Looking back at her experience in high 
school, Schreiner says she has no regrets, and 
is proud that she didn’t let school completely 
run her life. She will attend University of 
California, Berkeley, and is looking to major 
in Neurobiology. 

Wiley’s mentality of “get all the work 
done” helped him out immensely in his 
choices of rigorous courses, as the tests fol-
lowed suit, allowing him to not have to study 
as hard for them. His drive made him not only 
academically impressive but also affected his 
decisions to participate in water polo, swim, 
Student Government, and the Sacramento 
Youth Commission, which conducts projects 
for community awareness. 

“I put school first, so I didn’t always get 
to go out on the weekends, but I have no re-
grets. I am very happy with what I have ac-
complished,” said Wiley. 

Wiley attributes his success to learning 
early on that time management is crucial, and 
feels that El Camino has prepared him well 
for the future. He plans on attending Univer-
sity of California, Los Angeles, and will ma-
jor in Business Economics. 

These five have proved they have the 
stamina and motivation to succeed outside 
of El Camino and have done so gracefully. 
Through difficult classes, sports, clubs, and 
even social events, they have shown that 
balance is not impossible and set the bar ex-
tremely high for those to follow. They can 
only be expected to continue excelling in ev-
ery aspect of life.

own grave. Shortly after, a German soldier had moved 
in with Liz’s family. Eventually, her family was forced 
to move out of the villa completely in order to house 
more soldiers. Liz’s family did not mind because the 
villa would be returned to them after the war, and in 
the meantime they would live in a beautiful apartment. 
Liz’s nanny remained to watch over it while the rest 
of the family was gone. Her father was still practicing 
as a surgeon, receiving food for surgeries rather than 
money. 

One day, a German soldier, and good friend to the 
family, went to Liz’s father and warned him that the 
Germans would soon be relocating all the women and 
children. Her father acted fast by having Liz and her 
mother move away. Liz remembers that day clearly: 
She and her mother packed a few things, boarded a 
bus, and waved goodbye to her father who was wear-
ing grey pants and a white sports jacket; the last time 

she ever saw him. As soon as they left, her father was 
taken by the Gestapo to Belzec, the first death camp 
to use Zircon gas. Her father perished there by being 
tricked into taking a Zircon shower. 

Liz and her mother were called back by the Ger-
man soldier who had warned them, and said that he 
would take care of them. When they arrived home, 
they were immediately noticed and chased into the 
ghetto. Ghettos were built only when there were more 
than 10,000 Jews, so the two had no problem going 
unnoticed. They temporarily moved in with their aunt 
and cousin. Of her circumstances, Liz said, “I did 
not feel too bad, even in this crowded house without 
plumbing, I did not mind.” 

However, Liz was oblivious to the danger she 
faced. It was on October 5, 1942 that she finally real-
ized. 

Nazis came to liquidate the ghetto, ordering all 
the women and children into the Market Square. 
Amongst commotion, Liz was grabbed and tightly 
pressed to her mother’s body, and effectively hidden 
from the Nazis. Unable to see anything other than the 
rain puddles at her feet, within minutes, screams arose 
from the square and the puddles began to turn red. She 
still clearly remembers the screams of death ringing 


