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   Once again all eyes fall on to Washington D.C. as 
one of the most budget crisis develops.  With the 
fiscal cliff avoided something much worse takes its 
place as a result of months of debating and arguing.  
A federal budget has not been reached.  The only 
solution: massive spending cut across the federal 
government.  Also know as the Sequester.  
   If one does not have a family member working in 
the federal government one may not know what it 
is.  The Sequester is a series of automatic, across-
the-board cuts to government agencies, totaling 
$1.2 trillion over 10 years; which became effective 
as of March first. The cuts would be split 50-50 be-
tween defense and domestic discretionary spending.  
The military, national parks, FBI, federal prosecu-
tors, federal courts, and even air traffic controllers 
are being furloughed or cut.  It is not clear which 
agency or sector bears the brunt of these cuts, but it 
will be rough for El Camino families whose parents 

work for the federal government
   “These furloughs are putting people out of 
work, the impact of them missing won’t be 
noticed right away.  But down the road we can 
expect slower government responses, like de-
layed flights.” Predicted Government teacher 
Mr. Peppel.
    It’s all part of attempts to get a handle on 
the growth of the U.S. national debt, which 
exploded upward when the 2007 recession hit 
and now stands at more than $16 trillion.  Just 
as the American people though there was a 
light at the end of the recession tunnel, they 
have headed deeper into a financial disaster.  
   If these workers have less to spend the 
economy won’t grow, and ultimately busi-
nesses, small and large, will suffer again.  It’s 
basic economics.  The only question is “can it 
get any worse?”
   “For the people who depend on the govern-
ment it will be harder.  They won’t have the 
aid they need or less of it,” said Mr. Peppel
These cuts should not be taken lightly, since 

they impact all Americans.  The most furlough 
days planned for any agency is 22 days.  That’s 
roughly a ten percent pay cut per month.   
   Shockingly, according to CNN Money there 
will be 71,000 fewer recipients of supplemental 
grants and 33,000 fewer students on work-study.  
That’s less ways to pay for the increasing college 
education.
   Money or education may not concern some-
one?  How about these facts then.  FBI agents are 
being furloughed fourteen days.  So the next time 
a terrorist attack happens they may not find the 
suspect in a week.  
   There will also be less funds for health ser-
vices too.  For instance there are expected to be 
424,000 fewer HIV test and 2,100 FDA safety 
inspections of food manufactures, so think twice 
about ordering the mystery meat this year.
   The main problem with the sequester is that 
many view it as a thoughtless, abrupt, and poorly 
targeted way to cut spending. It will help reduce 
deficits in the short run. But it won’t do so in 
areas that are actually drivers of the country’s 
debt.  In fact, the sequester was never intended to 
go into effect. The mere threat that it might was 
supposed to prod lawmakers to find a smarter, 
more gradual way to reduce deficits.   
   But Democrats and Republicans still can’t 
agree on how, despite knowing this day would 
come for over a year.  
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   The highly controversial Prop 8, originally prompted 
by California in 2008, aimed at eliminating the legality of 
same-sex marriage.  Prop. 8 was initially approved in fa-
vor of eradicating same-sex marriage with an outstanding 
vote of 52.3% to 47.7%, being an extremely landmarked 
number considering that California is thought to be one 
of the most liberal states in the nation. Shockingly, it is 
legal to have sex with a horse in twenty-seven states, yet 
gay marriage is only allowed by law in eight states. This 

proposition changed California’s Constitution by adding 
a section that states, “Only marriage between a man and 
a woman is valid or recognized in California.”
   In Strauss v. Horton (2009), the California Supreme 
Court ruled that Proposition 8 was valid under Cali-
fornia law. However, in August 2010, Judge Vaughn 
Walker ruled that Proposition 8 infringed upon the 
Due Process and Equal Protection clauses guaranteed 
by the United States Constitution. The famous Strauss 
v. Horton case was the compilation of three lawsuits 
that immediately followed the passage of California’s 
Proposition 8 on November 4, 2008. 
   These lawsuits, three of which were accepted by the 
Supreme Court of California, were heard in San Fran-
cisco on March 5, 2009.
   Currently The U.S. Supreme Court is deliberating 
two controversial cases involving whether same-sex 
marriage is a constitutional right. These ar; Proposi-
tion 8, California’s 2008 ban on gay marriage, and the 
Defense of Marriage Act (DOMA), which since 1996 
has defined marriage as a joining together between a 
man and a woman.
   “Their argument is that it [gay marriage] would 
invalidate their own marriages and ours wouldn’t be 
equal,” said Junior Michaela Gooch. DOMA, signed 
by former president Bill Clinton stating that no state be 
required to allowed the marriage of homosexual couples 
was  campaigned and paid for by the Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-Day Saints. Many defend the argument 
that supporters of acts such as DOMA are only fearful 

of straying from traditional values that would “offend” 
their own marital statuses and religious preferences.
   In response to the passage of Prop 8 Junior Rowan 
Clark and president of the GSA said, “I sincerely hope 
Prop 8 is declared unconstitutional. Everyone should 
have equal rights no matter their gender or sexuality. I 
mean, how would you react if your rights were being 
infringed?” Being a nation built on equality, how is it 
that the 14th Amendment to the United States Constitu-
tion only holds validity in regards to race and religion, 
yet is not appropriate for sexuality as well? Is this not 
a nation built on the merits of the equal rights to Life, 
Liberty, and the Pursuit of Happiness?
   Considering that Prop 8 has been given two shots at 
nullification before, it leaves the nation, and especially 
the gay community to wonder, is the third time the 
charm? Those in favor of banning same-sex marriage 
appealed to the Supreme Court on July 30, 2012. On 
December 7, 2012, the Supreme Court finally agreed to 
hear the case and the final jurisdiction of the Supreme 
Court will be released in July of 2013.
   There are countless potential outcomes including the 
possibility that he Supreme Court could agree with the 
lower courts, forcing Proposition 8 to be cancelled thus 
allowing same-sex marriage to continue in California or 
the Supreme Court could also disagree with the lower 
courts, in which case Proposition 8 would remain law.
   “Regardless of the outcome, you’re all invited to my 
wedding!” said Gooch, supporter of the abolishment of 
Prop 8 and member of the gay community. So whether 
or not California’s Prop 8 remains a state standard law, 
the product of these last five years will be regarded in 
history as an era of a great effort towards the progres-
sion of one entirely equal nation.
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 It started out as a happy day in Boston. 
Everyone in the city was celebrating Pa-
triot’s Day – the commemorative anniver-
sary regarding the Battles of Lexington and 
Concord in the American Revolutionary War 
– with the kids out of school and enjoying a 
three-day weekend along with many other 
Bostonians. Falling on the third Monday of 
April, it’s known as “Marathon Monday,” 
where people come out to watch the much-
anticipated Boston Marathon. It’s been a 
tradition since 1896, and there’s never an 
unhappy moment. That is, until April 15th, 
when two bombs made from pressure cooker 
devices went off near the finish line on Boly-
ston Street, killing 3 people and wounding 
another 180 innocent victims. Suddenly, this 
joyous day has become a tragic nightmare.
   “I was sad to hear about it. [Events like the 
Boston Marathon Bombings] could happen 
anywhere,” said sophomore Shivani Pillay. 
“It made me think, ‘Maybe something like 
that could happen here [in Sacramento].’ 
That thought kind of scares me.” Anyone 
who knew of loved ones in the Boston area 
or injured at the Boston Marathon felt scared 
that those close to them were gone out of an 
act of senseless terrorism.
   The New York Times stated that, “Accord-
ing to doctors, because the bombs were low 
to the ground, the injuries mainly affected 
legs and feet instead of abdomens, chests, 
and heads, and as a result few deaths oc-
curred.” Amongst the victims were 8-year-
old Martin Richard, 23-year-old Lü Lingzi, 
and 29-year-old Krystle M. Campbell (CNN.
com). Those who were wounded suffered 

serious injuries, requiring intensive care and 
war-like dismemberment of body parts.
   Ever since news broke out of this tragedy, 
America has been shaken up once again with 
this act of terrorism. Nothing remotely like this 
has happened since 9/11. Still, the act of unity 
still occurred, specifically at the Boston Bruins 
hockey game versus the Buffalo Sabres the 
Wednesday night after. 17,000 Bruins fans sang 
along to the national anthem, The Star Spangled 
Banner, to show support of the victims of the 
Boston Marathon Bombings. The sports world 
has shown its respects and wishes for Boston, 
with the moments of silence and the Junior 
Jacqueline Grady, a runner for El Camino’s 
track and cross country teams, said, “I couldn’t 
understand the reasons as to why someone 
would detonate bombs at that specific event.” 
She would go on to say that the motives behind 
the bombings were definitely aiming to create 
some damage that could affect any American.
   Three hours after the attack, President Obama 
addressed Americans, stating that those re-
sponsible will “feel the full weight of justice.” 
Justice has been served, for both suspects have 
been caught. On April 19, a chaotic shootout 
occurred in Cambridge and Watertown, killing 
suspect Tamerlan Tsarnaev (Suspect 1, Black 
Hat) and officer from MIT Sean Coll…. . His 
younger brother, Dzhokhar Tsarnaev (Suspect 
2, White Hat) ran over him, trying to escape. He 
was found under a resident’s boat, captured, and 
taken into custody. The memories of this hor-
rendous day will never be forgotten by those af-
fected deeply by it. Come next year, Bostonians 
will carry on with the Boston Marathon and its 
patriotic spirit it has entailed for over 100 years. 
They have coined the motto “Boston Strong” 
in response to the tragedy, and the city plans to 
stay that way.

Terror in Boston
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   Throughout high school, every-
one goes through hard times, and 
rough patches. At the same time, 
these difficulties show how strong 
so many of us truly are. High 
school can be the greatest 4 years 
of our lives, but it can also be the 
worst. But, as the ‘Lo Down’ says, 
“The choice is yours.” There are 
many things a lot of us look for-
ward to in our four years, whether 
it’s AVID field trips, spirit weeks, 
rallies, sports, football games, 
dances, chillin’ with friends in and 
out of school, break, weekends, 
and maybe even partying. One of 
the biggest events upperclassman 
at El Camino  look forward to 
most are formal dances, especially 
Jr. & Senior Prom. 
   Jr. Prom & Senior Ball are two 
of the biggest formal dances of 
high school, at least at El Camino, 
besides Homecoming. Many  love 

getting dressed up, looking 
clean and fresh,  even going 
to dinner before a dance, and 
partying after. That’s what high 
school is all about, right? Hav-
ing fun! 
   Junior Jessica Lopez says, 
“My favorite part about Jr. 
Prom is getting all dressed up, 
taking pictures, and dancing 
with friends. I’m going to dinner 
before, so I’m sure I’m going 
to have a great time the entire 
night.” High school shouldn’t be 
miserable for anyone, no mat-
ter what. One thing senior are 
excited about for Senior Ball, is 
the venue. 
   This year, Ball is taking place 
at Elk Grove’s Elks Lodge, on 
Survey Way. Student govern-
ment is excited to be able to not 
spend as much money decorat-
ing, since the venue is so beauti-
ful. If you ask any upperclass-
men at El Camino, they would 
probably say they love going to 
dances because of how much 
Student Government does for 
the school, how much they go 
all out, and how much fun they 
have doing it. 
   It’s hard being in high school, 
but remember, there’s always 
something to look forward to, 
and there’s always gonna be a 
bump in the road, but we learn 
to get over it eventually. This 
year Jr. Prom and Senior Ball 
are going to be a blast. Don’t 
sweat the little stuff, chill with 
your friends, and have a great 
time. Because when high school 
is over, it’s over, and hey, who 
does it better than El Camino? 

Senior Ball
is just 
around
the corner

Sequester Shutdown:
furlough days are causing major stress for workers

Four short days ago, tragedy struck 
the city of Boston. As the final con-
testants in the world-famous Boston 
Marathon approached the finish 

line, two bombs went off in rapid succession 
along the same city block, turning what was 
otherwise an ordinary American street into the 
picture of a warzone. Anyone who thinks I’m 
exaggerating would be seriously mistaken, as 
one unfortunate man told Fox News that as 
he stood up after being knocked down by the 
first explosion, a human limb flew past his 
head, almost hitting him. I’m sure this wasn’t 
the only airborne body part on that bloody 
street, as the casualty list has mounted 3 dead 
and 176 wounded so far. Fortunately, as with 
any disaster on American soil, emergency ser-
vice personnel responded to the scene within 
minutes, preventing the death toll from rising 
any higher. The police officers and firemen 
on scene were later praised as heroes, and 
rightfully so. Putting their lives on the line, 
not knowing whether or not more unexploded 
devices would detonate, they quickly evacu-
ated the injured before beginning a statewide 
search for the two bombing suspects, who 
were quickly identified, pursued, and brought 
to justice. While this tragic incident was con-
cluded in a remarkably short amount of time, 
it also raises one simple question: has the 
current administration done enough to combat 
domestic terrorism?
   George W. Bush will certainly be best 
remembered for one of the darkest days 
in American history – 9/11 – which was 
undoubtedly the worst terrorist attack the free 
world has ever seen. However, for the remain-
der of his two terms since that fateful day, not 
one domestic terrorist attack was uncov-
ered. In the first fifteen months of President 
Obama’s tenure, not one, not two, but FIVE 
attacks were either thwarted or successfully 
carried out, and on American soil no less. 
Among these five include the Fort Hood Mas-
sacre and the shooting of a Little Rock, AR 
Army Recruitment Depot, both with fatalities. 
And of course there are much more recent 
tragedies to consider, names such as Aurora, 
Benghazi (although foreign still relevant), 
Newtown, and now Boston. This nation seems 
to be undergoing an epidemic of violence 
unseen in years past, and for what reason? 
   One possible conjecture could be the way in 
which the different administrations handled 
these national security threats. When nineteen 
cowardly al-Qaeda terrorists hijacked four 
passenger planes and flew them into both 
the World Trade Center and the Pentagon, 
President Bush responded appropriately. The 
creatures responsible for the taking of nearly 
3,000 American lives were tracked across the 
globe to Iraq and later Afghanistan, both of 
which are evident hotbeds of terrorist activ-
ity. A short while later, a full scale invasion 
was launched, showing the world that the 
American people and their government do 
not submit to terrorist attacks. Sadly, only 
half of that equation (if that) seems to have an 
interest in extracting justice from terrorists, 
foreign and domestic. 
   With mass public shootings (and bombings 
now) on the rise, the Obama administration 
has done little more than extend it’s condo-
lences to the families of the deceased while 
trying hopelessly to pass a flurry of rash laws 
that don’t even look promising on paper. 
Rather than strike at the root of the problem, 
that problem being crazy people who kill 
large sums of people, the government has in-
stead followed the misguided belief that guns 
are to blame for these crimes. But at least 
these terrible tragedies were recognized with 
SOME bureaucratic tribute; the utter destruc-
tion of the US Embassy in Benghazi received 
little more than Obama’s declaration of a ter-
rorist attack, and it took him a full seven days 
to even do that! One could certainly point 
to the apprehension of the Boston Massacre 
suspects as evidence of the administration’s 
capabilities, yet the death of one terrorist 
and the arrest of another can be attributed to 
nothing more than good police work on the 
part of the Boston Police Department and the 
Massachusetts State Police. 
   In short, the actions of the Bush government 
clearly sent a message to the terrorist com-
munity, that such acts will never be tolerated. 
Perhaps it is time the current leadership sends 
them the same message. 

Divided opinions continue on Prop 8

Prop 8 has always been a topic of heated debate.
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