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The tables have turned:

Yuliy Tsymbal 
Yulily 
 North Korea has recently become the source 
of terror in media reports around the world, 
especially in the United States. A hotly debated 
question has arisen amongst US citizens as a result 
of the nuclear threats North Korea has made, that 
is, should the United States become involved in the 
conflict if North Korea follows up on its threats and 
makes war with South Korea? Viable reasons for 
entering the conflict exist, but there are even more 
sensible reasons for staying out of it. 
 North Korea is not a weak and inept country. 
If it is, then it would not be capable of creating the 
media panic that it caused because nobody would 
have reason to believe that it is capable of fulfill-
ing its nuclear threats. In reality, nobody knows 
the full extent of North Korea’s military power. 
Therefore, NK must be dealt with seriously. One 
cannot assume that the United States would have 
no difficulty in a war with North Korea because its 
threats actually do have a foundation. For example, 
in 23 April 2013, two radioactive isotopes of the 
noble gas xenon were detected in Takasaki, Japan 
(620 miles from NK’s test site). This means that 
North Korea’s claim on having carried out an 
underground detonation in February has truth to it 
as these radioactive isotopes are being discovered. 
This recent discovery shows that the United States 
might be looking at a nuclear war if it is to become 
involved in the conflict. 
 The best way to go if the conflict gets hot is 
to invite China, Russia, North Korea, South Korea, 
and Japan to the peace table and work out a new 
agreement. It would be better to accept a few North 
Korean demands, other than approval for develop-
ing nuclear weapons, than to suffer the loss of 
priceless American lives in the conflict. Of course, 
there may come a point where North Korea will 
demand too much or resist peace talks. That would 
make war inevitable, but otherwise, the United 

States should strive to avoid war and instead make 
negotiations. Perhaps China could be persuaded 
to side with the United States or to at least not get 
involved in the event of a war with North Korea. 
 The United States is currently involved 
in conflict with the Middle East, more good 
reason to stay out of North Korea’s conflict. If the 
U.S. were to make war with North Korea or vice 
versa, it would be involved in too many conflicts. 
War with NK would most likely pull in China, 
Japan, and Russia, along with South Korea. The 
involvement of some of these big nations could 
pull in other smaller countries, the allies of each 
country. Soon enough, the world would find itself 
in the middle of World War III.  
 If these reasons are not enough, then 
one must consider the fact that these threats may 
be just false claims meant to intimidate the United 
States into accepting North Korean demands, 
whatever they may be. If this is true, then the US 
should most definitely look to negotiations in the 
United Nations to reassure North Korea of losing 
the war against so many powerful nations, if it 
should start one. According to Professor Andrei 
Lankov from Seoul’s Kookmin University, the 
North Korean nuclear threats are just regular 
political protocol. Lankov stated, “This is just 
normal North Korean diplomacy. When North 
Korean’s believe that it’s time to start negotiations 
in order to squeeze more aid and political 
concessions from the outside world, they start 
manufacturing a crisis… it’s just the normal 
show” (npr.org). If Lankov is correct, the United 
States should seek to diminish the pride of North 
Korea by overpowering it with allies and leading 
negotiations that will force NK to back down.
 The United States should avoid the 
Korean conflict as much as possible by initiating 
peace talks. American lives are on the scales, and 
all it takes is a push from North Korea to get them 
tipped over and begin the war, the third World 
War.

Matthew Bollinger
Sarge

Kasey Hegelein  
Secret Styles 
 The last week of school is usually 
when seniors graduate. This year, 
because of budget cuts and furlough 
days, they’re graduating on May 23. 
When the school year started, there 
were several furlough days that would 
be built into the end of the year if 
Prop 30 didn’t pass. The graduation 
venue had to be booked in advance, so 
it was booked for when school might 
be let out. But Prop 30 did pass, and it 
was too late to change the graduation 
date. 
 There are still a few weeks left of 
school after the seniors graduate, and 
the absence of a fourth of the school 
will be noticeable. Everyone else is 
still required to attend school, and the 
hallways will be emptier and classes 
not as full with the seniors gone. Of 
course, they still can come back, but 
it’s doubtful they would in order to 
get a head start on summer vacation. 
After all, who would spend more time 
in school than necessary. 
 Senior Emily Achtelik said, “I’m 
excited to graduate early. I probably 
won’t come back to visit though. I’ll 

be sad to say goodbye to everyone, but 
it’s good to make new friends after high 
school.” 
 Many freshmen, sophomores, and 
juniors are friends with seniors. When 
they’re gone, the people that were friends 
with them will feel their absence and find 
it weird to not be hanging out with them 
at school anymore. It’s hard to say good-
bye to seniors every year, but this year 
it will be even harder. Two weeks less 
to spend time together makes the good-
byes more difficult to say. Students and 
teachers alike will feel the emptiness the 
seniors leave behind when they are still 
required to attend school.

 Freshman Keaton Engstrom 
said, “I don’t like that we’re taking finals 
on the last three days of school. The 
last day of school should be fun, saying 
goodbye to your friends and signing 
yearbooks, things like that.” Not only are 
the seniors graduating early, but the rest of 
the students have to take finals late. This 
year, everyone is taking finals on the last 
three days of school.

Some people are fine with it, because 
there will be more time to study. Others 
are upset that the last day of school 
won’t be filled with goodbyes and fun. 

Last year, students had the week of finals, 
then the final Monday of school. That’s 
similar to this year, but last year they still 
had their fun-filled and relaxing last day 
of school. This year, the last day will be a 
battle for students between thinking about 
the final they’re taking and wishing they 
were outside in the sunshine and freedom of 
summer.

 Junior Yvette Neri said, “It’s 
alright to take finals on the last day of 

school. There’s more time to study, which is 
good. I like the way it is now, it’s good how 
it is.”

 The end of school will be 
filled with changes, between the seniors 
graduating before school officially gets out, 
and the rest of the students taking finals 
on the last few days of school. It will be a 
unique end to the school year, like nothing 
before.

Tressa Furry
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    It begins in kindergarten – the 
young five-year-old enters school, 
and the teacher welcomes all his/
her new students with open arms and 
makes them feel comfortable as they 
adjust to life without Mom and Dad 
around. Once completed, life through 
elementary school is full of recesses, 
friends, and California history (4th 
grade, anyone?). After seven years of 
the same school, middle school rolls 
around. Different teachers every class, 
lockers, changing in the PE locker 
room in front of everyone – teachers 
became less of a comfortable figure to 
rely on and more of an overwhelming 
culture shock. As children become 
early teenagers, many hit puberty and 
begin developing attitudes of rebellion 
against teachers and wanting to reach 
high school already. High school 
finally comes, and now, teachers 
have evolved into two things in the 
mind of a young adult – respectable 
instructors who one benefits from and 
may develop a friendship with, or 
hated people who one becomes secret 

mortal enemies with and would like to 
never, ever, ever see again.

Negative common phrases one 
hears in regard to teachers include, 
“OMG, my English teacher is so 
mean! Could this be any worse?!”, 
and in the positive, “My history 
teacher is the best! I can’t imagine 
life without him. It wouldn’t be as 
enjoyable!” For many students, the 
teacher makes the class. For example, 
one may never understand AP Physics 
if humanity depended on it, but the 
teacher makes it fun enough to bear. 
On the other hand, one could love 
Spanish class, but the teacher makes 
nails on a chalkboard more enticing. 
For teachers themselves, many tend to 
find themselves guilty of this feeling 
as well, being a strict teacher to a 
certain class when they are generally 
laid-back and fun. One bad day and 
the teacher is now a monster.

“A teacher could be a strict 
teacher, and that’s how they are. 
But, a teacher can also be driven 
to circumstances that give them a 
reputation of being a crabby teacher. 
Any student that goes in there after 

hearing that is going to think that, 
no matter what,” said Sophomore 
Ethan Sears. He goes on to explain 
that the cause behind it is usually the 
student’s own screw-ups in the past, 
and the teacher got mad at them, and 
they blame the teacher for their fault.

“I think that most teachers should 
be respected,” said Junior Rowan 
Clark.  “I would like to say that ALL 
teachers should be respected, but 
some teachers need to stand up for 
themselves. In order to gain respect, 
teachers have to show that they are in 
charge on the very first day if school.”

Many can agree that there are 
certain factors that separate the 
good, the bad, and the all-around 
memorable. Enthusiasm and the 
ability to connect with students are 
typical traits that are characteristics of 
well-liked teachers. As high schoolers 
are growing up and developing a 
sense of what’s going on in their lives 
right now, it makes sense that they 
prefer teachers that take the world 
and apply it to the Declaration of 
Independence and its impact today. 
Also, as kids, many favorite teachers 

Megan   
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 Everyone tries to predict the 
behaviors of others. Without even 
realizing it most of the time, that is 
exactly what we are doing every single 
time we interact with others. We are 
constantly adjusting our actions, our 
words, our posture, our expression, 
and every minute thing about ourselves 
in order to obtain the desired reaction 
from the people around us. Most people 
do this without thinking about it at all, 
it becomes an intrinsic and automatic 
way of living. It is not completely due 
to sheer narcissism although at times it 
may seem that way. In some capacity, 
we all realize that our actions are the 
one and only way to get what it is we 
want out of life, because in the end, 
everything you ever “get” is gotten by 
manipulating the people around you. 

 Some people are better at 
this than others. These are the “social 
butterflies” of the world; those who 
actually both excel at and enjoy 
interacting with other people tend to 
find ease in many other aspects of life 
that are difficult for -- or completely 
evade -- the rest of us. These people 
are naturally inclined to be good at 
interactions with other people, and 
they know how to predict the behaviors 
of others in a way that is successful 
enough that they can make most of their 
social decisions without giving it much 
thought at all. Most of the time this is 
not something that they had to learn, 
it is something that came naturally 
to them, something that they take 
completely for granted. People, those 
with this skill as well as those without, 
don’t really consider it a “skill” in 
the purest sense. When someone asks 
your skills, you might say that you can 
draw, or that you are good at science 
or that you can dance. Social skills are 
generally not considered real skills 
because they are something that people 
are expected to have in some measure. 
They are considered utterly necessary 
in order to live a normal and successful 
life. 

 The people who are good at 
predicting others have learned that it 
is less about “prediction” in the true 
mathematical sense, and more about 
the natural instinctive relationship 
and bond between two people at any 
given moment in time. Even if these 
people are two strangers, when they 
share a moment or an emotion or a 
conversation, there is a connection 
between them that can be read in 
order to “predict” things about this 
person or the situation. The people 
who are good at this know that human 
interaction is not something that can 
be easily predicted in the traditional 
sense (although a few mathematicians 
and engineers are trying, and with some 
pretty impressive results). People can 
only be judged in abstract, qualitative 
ways. You could assign values to them 
in a way that would be easy to model 
and “predict” things for, but it would be 
wildly inaccurate.

 This is the main problem that 
the “awkward” people face when they 
just don’t understand people. The 
“socially stunted” of the population 
lack the natural inclination to “read the 
room” or infer things from the emotions 
and vibes given off by others, so they 
resort to overthinking it and trying 
to apply logic to the way that people 
act, when in reality, the way that most 
people act when presented with the 
company of other people is the furthest 
thing from logical, so it is ridiculous to 
try to make something sensible of it.

 Maybe if we agreed, as a 
population, as humans, to stop being 
so illogical, and to just make sense, we 
could all understand each other better. 
But until then, the “awkward” people 
will be perpetually out of the loop 
-- although that might be a blessing 
in disguise. When you can truly 
“understand” the inconsistencies of 
other people, that might be a good time 
to start evaluating your own personal 
logic -- or lack thereof.

Archer’s Aim

Since their most recent nuclear test, 
the Democratic People’s Republic of 
Korea (North Korea) has been rattling 
it’s sabers, making almost daily threats 
towards not only the United States, but 
also towards Japan and South Korea, 
both of which are strategic American 
allies. Compared with the nuclear arsenal 
of the United States, North Korea’s is 
almost pitiful. Reports state that their 
most recent test (in February) was their 
largest so far, and even that doesn’t 
match up to the original atomic bomb 
dropped on the city of Hiroshima sixty-
eight years ago. Nevertheless, if North 
Korea has nuclear arms and intends to 
employ them against any freedom-loving 
western nation, action should be taken. 

This would not be the first time that 
the North Koreans have made threats 
against the United States or her allies. 
In 1968, the North Koreans illegally 
boarded and seized the USS Pueblo 
(AGER-2), a US Navy intelligence 
vessel that was operating well inside 
international waters. Since that time, 
North Koreans have engaged Japanese, 
South Koreans, British, Australian, and 
American forces in brief skirmishes 
on both the high seas and in the air. 
However, not once has this pattern of 
hostility been properly addressed. In fact, 
the Pueblo is still docked in Pyongyang 
to this day, a floating museum visited 
by North Korean citizens throughout 
the year. This exploitation of an active 
duty navy vessel (it has never been 
stricken from the active duty record) is 
an abomination, and one that should have 

been properly addressed forty-five years 
ago when the ship was first seized. 

These past clashes should have 
been dealt with more as a matter of 
principle and national honor, but with 
the introduction of North Korean nuclear 
missiles into the equation it has come time 
for the rest of the world to act. Nuclear 
capability on the part of North Korea 
is an especially precarious issue now, 
as the government in Pyongyang has 
undergone a profound change with the 
death of their former head of state, Kim 
Jong-Il. Since then his son, Kim Jong-
Un, has risen to power, and unfortunately 
he is dramatically more unstable than 
his father and predecessor. This hostility 
became evident in a December, 2012 test 
rocket launch which successfully placed 
a satellite into orbit after their failure to 
do so in April. Consequently, the United 
Nations, including China, condemned this 
act as violation of a ban on North Korean 
ballistic missile tests. 

Things have only gotten worse in 
the months following the initial launch 
in December. All foreign diplomats were 
ordered to leave the country after their 
safety could not be provided for, followed 
by the reopening of all nuclear facilities 
in Yongbyon. Simultaneously, the North 
Korean government has issued almost 
daily threats and ultimatums towards both 
the United States and South Korea over 
various islands and non-aggression pacts. 
Therefore, if the war-mongering North 
Koreans decide to make good on their 
threats, the United States would have no 
honorable recourse than to engage the 
treacherous North Koreans.   

of students are those who use group work, Jeopardy, 
and class discussions, depriving kids of wanting to 
express themselves while learning in the process.

When asked about her opinion on teachers, 
senior Kelsie Schroer-Echandia said, “Most 
teachers genuinely care about their students. 
They make us feel like we will be able to achieve 
something. Then there are those very few teachers 
who couldn’t care less about you.” In the end, 
teachers shouldn’t be people one should hate, but 
not one should see as their friend. They are there to 
guide you to the real world, and help you out with 
any doubts one has before success. These people are 
those who students should respect and appreciate 
what they’re doing.
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As the year draws to a close, it’s time for the students to grade the teachers
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EC grads are excited to start the next chapter two weeks early.
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Some teachers are more well-liked than others.


