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Should I stay or should I go? College selection overwhelms seniors
Annie West
Wizard

As every student approaches their 
Senior year they become one step 
closer to facing that decision to either 
stay close to home after graduation 
or to move out of state. For some this 
choice causes enormous amounts of 
stress while others find the choice a 
task simpler than getting dressed.

Graduating from high school in 
itself is a huge adjustment and when 
combined with the pressure to make a 
decision that will affect the next four 
years of one’s life people can become a 
bit high strung. It’s completely under-
standable, it seems like such a simple 
choice until the moment comes to actu-
ally make it; move away for college or 
find a school close to home? 

Both have pros and cons to them. 
Moving out of state or just out of 
Northern California for college can be 
beneficial in that “there may be more 
opportunities for everything in a bigger 
city”, said Senior Silvia Popescu who 
is going to college at NYU.  
 Leaving the Sacramento area 
for a bigger and different city or state 
can lead to tremendous success or fail-
ure, it all depends on how one handles 
those first few steps into the “big, bad 

world” and how they handle being 
on their own. Popescu thinks it’ll be 
nice “to come home to family but 
also have another network of friends 
there.” Building that new network 
of friends, habits, and routines is a 
necessity for one to enjoy their col-
lege experience away from home.

Although,  leaving home may 
sound enticing and exciting, it may 
also come with a severe case of 
homesickness and loneliness. One 
of the major cons for most is that 
they won’t be able to see their fam-
ily and friends as often especially if 
they go to school across the country.

The choice to stay closer to 
home may then seem easier for 
most, since it creates the opportu-
nity to save money by continuing to 
live at home, go to a Junior College 
first instead of directly into a 4 year 
university, and stay well connected 
with family and friends. 

Senior Taylor Holland’s deci-
sion to study at Sac State “ wasn’t 
difficult at all, I don’t want to move, 
I want to stay at home and save 
money and be with all my family 
and friends since they are all in 
Sac”. 

Cheating is no new concept to many 
high school students. For many, the idea 
of cheating sounds repulsive and, when 
caught, completely inexcusable, however 
so many students practice the art of cheat-
ing so often. Among the high-ranked, no 
sleep, must-get-an-A-or-my-parents-will-
kill-me students, many turn their noses up 
to the idea of cheating, but in reality often 
do it the most. A Rutgers University pro-
fessor’s research reports that a whopping 
95 percent of high school students say 
they’ve cheated during the course of their 
education, ranging from letting somebody 
copy their homework to test-cheating. So 
many students claim that while they are 
in high school they would gladly tuck 
answers into their sleeves or take a picture 
of the test answers, but upon stepping onto 
a college campus would immediately drop 
the cheating game. How would it be so 
easy for someone who cheated for most of 
their high school career feel it will be so 
easy to drop to act come college days?

Unfortunately, many feel that as long 
as they don’t get caught there is noth-

ing wrong with doing well on tests by 
cheating, and not having to do any work. 
Not only does this create a great excuse 
for people to become annoying to others 
and shameless about “doing so well in 
school”, cheating also has psychological 
pitfalls. One receives a “high” from doing 
so well on a test and not getting caught, 
that other aspects of their life become a 
game of cat and mouse. 

What has made cheating become the 
norm in school? The most likely answer 
is the ruthless competition among those 
top students who view classmates as their 
“opponents” instead of just classmates. 
Cheating is epidemic, say experts, and 
recent scandals have rocked- and in some 
cases divided- both public and private 
high schools from New Hampshire to 
the good ‘ol Golden State. Some are the 
highest-performing schools in the na-
tion, where the pressure to get into Ivy 
League Universities is intense and parents 
buy into the academic game. What’s so 
shocking about this popular tool students 
use is that most often, those who cheat on 

things like AP Exams and the SAT are the 
top tier students, even the valedictorians. 
At Chapel Hill High School in North 
Carolina, a school notorious for its rigour 
and competitive edge, four students were 
suspended after getting caught in a cheat-
ing scandal. The students used a master 
key to enter the history teacher’s office at 
night to steal the AP History Exam. They 
told school officials the cheating had gone 
on for years, as graduating seniors passed 
down the key. 

In a similar incident, Hanover, N.H.- 
home of Dartmouth College where faculty 
children attend the local high school-
criminal trials have been going on since 
November in connection with a 2007 
cheating incident. Students broke into 
a teacher’s filing cabinet, stealing math 
exams. How far are some students willing 
to go if attending an Ivy League campus is 
being pressured by parents? 

 Many view this popular trend among 
teenagers as being varied and on differ-
ent levels. Copying homework-known 
as “academic dishonesty” at El Camino, 

is understood by teachers to happen 
frequently. With the amount of home-
work given, it is no surprise that a rise in 
plagiarism would occur, as just another 
means to an end. What’s so surprising 
is that cheating in an academic setting 
doesn’t only apply to students. A cheat-
ing scandal in Atlanta was all over the 
news, causing 35 teachers and school 
officials to be indicted for creating better 
test scores for their school. According 
to the indictment and a state investiga-
tion, teachers at the Atlanta school held 
cheating “parties” to erase and change 
answers on state-mandated tests. One 
principal wore gloves to guard against 
leaving fingerprints. While cheating is 
often looked down upon, considered a 
“hush-hush” topic, and thrown under the 
rug, perhaps it should be an issue that is 
scrutinized more carefully. If cheating 
has gone to such lengths, that even teach-
ers are participating in the game, maybe 
it’s time to take a closer look on how the 
education system works and reevaluate 
it.  

 Going to school near home will 
definitely save some money due to not hav-
ing the living expenses that come with mov-
ing away but while saving money is always 
a good thing, are there negatives that come 
with it?  
 Perhaps, by not moving out and ac-
tually standing on their own they are hurting 
themselves, stunting their own independence 
by not spreading their wings and “flying 
away.” But staying home isn’t necessarily 
a bad thing, yes they may not gain as much 
independence as others do that leave but 

“ there is nothing wrong with staying 
home for college, some just aren’t as 
comfortable leaving home or staying 
home,” says Popescu. 
 There is no correct or incor-
rect way to experience college, whether 
it’s right down the street or a twelve 
hour plane ride away college is college 
getting there is the true achievement. 
But that single decision to stay or leave 
can greatly impact the future, so choose 
carefully and wisely.
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Cheating Scandals Becoming the New Norm

Al’Zenee Hayes-Scott
Muffin

Drones quickly became the United 
States’ worst kept secret in 2011. From 
killing Anwar al Awlaki to crashing in 
Iran, the use of drones has gotten more at-
tention over the last three years than ever 
before. The Obama administration has 
been widely criticized for it’s increased 
reliance on drone strikes to kill suspected 
terrorists in Pakistan and Afghanistan, but 
according to published reports, a plan is 
now in progress to harvest drones to spy 
on citizens. Drones, if this were to become 
possible, would be able to take pictures 
of people, private properties, and inside 
homes. The government could use the 
photos as they wish. Should the govern-
ment be allowed to have that much insight 
into personal life?  
 Sara Musgrave, a junior at El 
Camino, said, “I feel it’s fine, government-
wise, to have a certain right to people’s 
lives, but when getting to personal lives 
for no reason or probable cause--that’s not 
right. Remember it’s a person’s personal 
life that means a lot to them. They don’t 
have to know what everyone is doing. If 
there are bad people, and they are wanted 
as criminals, then their personal life is 
yours to invade. “ The government hasn’t 
just wanted to use drones to spy on us 
personally . Rumors are going around say-
ing the government can use drones to kill 
or capture U.S. citizens. If a person were 
involved a high speech chase, or resist-
ing arrest in their home, the drones can 

be used to stop or force them out of their 
homes or cars. Eric Holder, government 
official, stated that using lethal military 
and police forces against Americans in 
our country would be legal and justified 
in ‘extraordinary circumstances,’ compa-
rable to the September 11 terrorist attacks. 
The president could conceivably have 
no choice but to authorize the military to 
use such force if necessary to protect the 
homeland.” 
 The U.S. government could 
keep everyone safe with the drones, or 
abuse their hand in power. It is clear that 
drones are useful for survelliance law-
enforcement, but would create significant 
concerns over privacy rights. However, 
people should look to the future at how 
these robots may be used as the technology 
increases. Although it sounds like some-
thing from a Batman movie, these drones 
could be equipped with LRAD (Long 
Range Acoustic Device), known as a sound 
cannon. Unmanned robots could also be 
equipped with a “light-based personnel 
immobilization device, “ a strobe-like light 
used to disorient fleeing animals and stop 
them in their tracks. 
 Police departments are already 
speaking openly about how their drones 
couple be equipped to carry nonlethal 
weapons such as Tasers or a bean-bag pen. 
The Monroe City council okayed $ 44,000 
bill of drones for police department of-
ficials. The money was approved for mini 
drones to be used in the work of drug for 
future.

Hannah Finegold
Zooey Deschanel

Who knew that an app that simply sends 
10 second pictures to friends is now worth 
over 70 million dollars. Since the boom of 
Instagram, Twitter, and Vine; Snapchat has 
emerged as the leader in media sharing for 
anyone and everyone with a smartphone. 
With over 20 million pictures sent daily 
among users, there has been an overall total 
of over 1 billion pictures sent since the cre-
ation of Snapchat in September 2011. Imag-
ined by four Standford students for a product 
design class, the app didn’t take off until 
Febuary 2013, two years after its’ creation.  
 For many students at El Camino, 
Snapchat is a way to overcome the boredom 
of classes and stay in connection with friends 
throughout the day. Snapchat has become so 
popular, that the word “snap” has become a 
verb. Considering eople say “Oh, let’s make 
a Snap”, has Snapchat made too much on an 
impact in teenager’s lives?

“I think this app is just another way 
for people to become too attached to their 
phones” says Senior Aaron Sweeney. Just as 
Facebook had a huge following immeditat-
ley after its launch, many feel that Snapchat 
will have a burnout at some point in the near 
future. 

“Since so many use this app multiple 
times in a day, I think people will grow weary 
of sending 2 second pictures at some point or 
another” said Sweeeny. 

Others argue that sending pictures and 
videos to friends is a good way to make the 
time go by faster in class to stop from falling 
asleep. “I send so many pictures during my 

boring classes, it’s a good way to see what 
your friends are up to” said Senior Cassie 
Denny. It’s interesting to note that many 
guys don’t care for Snapchat as much as the 
app’s female users. According to the found-
ers, 73% of the users are females due to their 
sign up names. 

Some view Snapchat as the app that will 
destroy Facebook. Users want to get away 
from the pesky family users on Facebook, 
and “snapping” someone is the perfect way 
to keep media sharing private. On the flip-
side, parents are concerned that young teen-
agers can use the 10 second app to contriubte 
to the rise in sexting. 

“After just hearing what Snapchat is, I 
think it’s the perfect way for young hooli-
gans to explore their exotic sides” said Em-
ily Evan’s mother. 

Snapchat is just one of those apps where 
people will either love it or absolutley hate 
it. Some contened that even if they had an 
iPhone, they wouldn’t get the app because it 
is a complete waste of time and foolish. 

“I don’t have a Snapchat because I think 
that it’s something that is a complete waste 
of time” said Senior Yoan Chamberlin. 

Snapchat has become so popular that a 
Zuckerberg-Winklevoss scandal has erupted 
over the popular app. Frank Reginald Brown, 
otheriwse known as the “third Winklevoss” 
has claimed that he was the fifth member 
who created the idea of Snapchat, and wants 
a settlement. 
 With apps like Snapchat, Insta-
gram, Vine, and Twitter, the use of social 
media has exponetially grown over the past 
few years. When is enough enough?

Snapchat takes over EC 
students’ free time

Remotely-controlled 
aircrafts cause controversy
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Seniors face the difficult decision whether to go away or stay close to home


