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Yuliy Tsymbal
News Editor

Two sixteen-year-old teens are suspected of beating Delbert Belton 
to a bloody death in Spokane, Washington on August 22, 2013.  Delbert 
Belton, 88, was a World War II veteran whose body was found wedged 
between the two front seats of his vehicle in the parking lot outside 
Eagles Lodge. 

Investigators believe that Belton’s murder was the result of a rob-
bery. The two suspects, Demetrius Glenn and Kenan Adams-Kinard, 
are believed to have beaten Belton with heavy flashlights and their fists. 
Afterwards, Belton’s wallet was stolen and he was left for dead. The two 
teens are being tried as adults on charges of first-degree murder, first-
degree robbery and conspiracy to commit first-degree robbery (NBC 
News). Adams-Kinard sent a letter home to his mother stating that he 
had called Belton in order to arrange the purchase of crack cocaine from 
him. However, police have said that they have found no evidence of Mr. 
Belton as a drug dealer. Additionally, Belton’s family and friends voiced 
their opinion saying that the story was simply a way out of their charges 
and a cover up for what actually took place outside of Eagles Lodge. 
Some El Camino students have similar speculations as the family and 
friends of Belton. 

Senior Raymond Barsch said, “It sounds to me like the teens were 
just giving a cover up story to lessen the charges put upon them. I do 
not see why a World War II veteran would be selling crack cocaine to 

World War II 
veteran brutally 
beaten to death

Caitlyn Towne
Staff  Writer

The ambitious new theme for the 2013-2014 school year is a cam-
paign to encourage students to acknowledge that everyone has a story 
and everyone is important: 
“What’s Your Story?”. Some 
may remember the first day 
of school as outlined by bul-
lying prevention, college 
readiness, school history, 
and a motivational speaker 
to encourage students to 
push themselves to try hard-
er. 

Initiated by Mr. Vu, the 
student government advisor, 
this theme is supposed to 
help bring the student body 
together to become more of 
a unit rather than a bunch 
of cliques. Named “What’s 
Your Story?” to point out 
that everyone has a story, 
this theme was made to en-
courage students to try to 
look at life from someone 
else’s perspective. Reaching 
out to someone can be made 
easier when one realizes that 
they have had it hard; if it is 
taken into account that a lot of people have faced some tough things in 
life, students may find it easier to walk up to the kid sitting alone and ask 
them to eat lunch with them and their friends. 

Despite the emphasis on reaching out and creating a better commu-
nity for El Camino, to some, such as Senior Thomas Carlson, the theme 
has “no relevance to anything.” “They’re targeting the wrong demo-
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Famous ice cream eateries Farrell’s 
and Leatherby’s entice customers with 

their tasty treats.

The incidents involving Snowden and 
the NSA have El Camino students riled 

up and talking.
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Caution: El 
Camino under 
renovation
Wyatt Taylor
Website Editor

The new school year has ushered in changes to the face of El Camino 
with construction around the school and art gracing the grounds inside. 
Road improvements, projected to continue until the end of October, have 
caused many to experience delays due to alternate routing.   Additionally, 
inside the school, a new statue has been added to the front of the gym. 
Road construction, which began in early June, is part of a larger county-
run project to repair major roads in the Carmichael area. 

“The primary purpose is to improve the community’s safety by pro-
viding appropriate sidewalks for pedestrians,” states Vice Principal Colin 
Bross. 

The intersection at El Camino Avenue and Eastern Avenue is being 
completely redone with wider areas for pedestrians. Sidewalks are being 

graphic,” said Carlson. “People who care already know this. But because 
it’s high school, nobody should care.” 

For many high school students, it is difficult to pay attention to what 
is going on around them because they are so consumed in other things 
like homework, sports, clubs, improving their lives, or trying to get into 

college. As El Camino gains more and more students every year by the 
hundreds, students become more and more segregated. According to Se-
nior Matthew Smith, ASB President, that is exactly why this theme has 
been implemented this year: Students don’t always pay attention to their 
peers. 

“The basic idea is that when you know someone’s story, or you know 

more about who he or she is or what they do, it is harder to be rude to 
them. We hope that this will make the school closer and reduce the nega-
tivity.” 

The problem is, nobody knows about this theme. When prompted, 
several students had to first ask what “What’s Your Story?” is. If nobody 

knows about it, is it work-
ing? One of these students, 
Sophomore Nikki Saw-
yer, recommended that 
“an El Camino Awareness 
Day where people can 
wear a ribbon or certain 
color to raise awareness” 
be implemented so that 
this idea can become more 
widespread. 

Currently, Student 
Government and Lo 
Down Productions are 
getting together to work 
on interviews for the 
morning announcements. 
“We are going to have a 
different student or staff 
member on the morning 
announcements,” says 
Smith. “We are going to 
interview them and have 
them just tell the school a 
little about themselves.” 

The “What’s Your 
Story?” theme is an ambitious advocate of bringing the student body to-
gether by spreading the stop-and-think message. The only way for this 
theme to work at El Camino is for students to pay attention and to take 
action. The purpose is to spread awareness. Think about it, talk to people, 
ask questions, support. It’s that simple. 

So, there’s really only one question left to ask: What’s your story?
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El Camino Boys’ Soccer kicks off 
their new season with high hopes and  

determination.

Delayed construction proves problematic for entering and exiting EC.
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The metal eagle gives students mixed feelings.
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Hit Broadway musical “Hairspray” is 
coming to ARC: starring two El Camino 

students and several alumni.

“What’s Your Story?”
EC wants to know

“What’s Your Story?” hopes to change perspectives by involving students in the lives of their peers and aims to unify El Camino’s student body. 
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added to El Camino Ave. along a stretch of road from El Camino 
High School to approximately 300 yards west of the intersection. 
Along with the new sidewalk, the northern part of the staff and junior 
lots have been redone, with the entrance adjacent to the intersection 
removed and a small wall built to protect parked vehicles from traf-
fic. On the side of the school bordering Eastern, the entrances to the 
S-wing and staff lots have been improved as well, with modifications 
allowing drivers exiting the parking area an enhanced view of on-
coming vehicles. 

Initially predicted to be finished early August, before the start 
of school, workers discovered errors made by previous road crews 
that needed to be corrected before the planned improvements could 
be made, causing the project’s projected completion to be changed 
to October. 

Once inside the school, visitors are greeted by the smaller ad-
dition: the eagle. Paid for by the graduating class of 2013 from left-
over ASB funds, the metal eagle stands in front of the small gym, its 
wings outstretched as if in flight. Underneath is a plaque containing 
the 2013 student government seniors’ names. Student reaction on the 
eagle is mixed. 

Senior Everett Mistchenko approves of the eagle. “It’s a cool 
little feature. It gives our school a visible distinction,” he states. 
“Visitors now have something to remember about us that stands out 
from other schools. By giving guests something iconic for them to 
remember, it convinces people that El Camino has more to offer than 
just academics.” 

Meanwhile, Junior Emily LaMattina is less convinced of the 
eagle’s worth. To her, the money “would be better spent on internal 
improvements─ cleaning up the school [and] repainting classrooms─ 
then on a statue of the mascot.” 

Like it or not, the statue has created discussion about what should 
be added to the school campus. It, along with the new construction, 
now form part of the face of El Camino.
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