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For almost a year now, a Korean-American, Ken-
neth Bae, has been imprisoned in the highly controver-
sial nation of North Korea for committing crimes such 
as taking pictures of orphans and giving the starving 
children there some bread to eat. These “crimes” have 
been described as hostile towards the North Korean 
regime, which has sentenced him to 15 years of hard 
labor. Arrested in early November, Kenneth Bae has 
served only a few months of the long fifteen years in 
a labor camp. Although it appears that Kenneth Bae is 
being well taken care of, it has been reported that Ken-
neth Bae underwent hospitalization for his diabetes, 
fatty liver, and back and leg problems from all of the 
work. An additional report by sources like the Huffing-
ton Post, states that Bae has lost up to fifty pounds in 
only a few months while working in the camp.

Bae’s family and friends have created an online 
petition for the former Oregon University student’s 
release and an American emissary was scheduled to 
depart in early September but was denied access into 
North Korea. Oddly, Dennis Rodman, a former NBA 
hall-of-famer, has claimed to be “best-friends for life” 
with the North Korean dictator Kim Jung-Un. Previ-
ous prisoners such as Euna Lee and Laura Ling have 
been released after unscheduled visits from famous 
politicians such as former president Bill Clinton. This 
has caused many to wondered if Rodman would be 
the new “hero” that delivered a fellow American out 
of harm’s way. 

According to Sam Feinen “It’s hard to imagine 
a person like Rodman being thought of as a hero, but 

weirder things have happened…” However, it was not 
to be as Rodman stated in a recent interview that it was 
“not [his] job to get Bae out” and that “Obama should 
be the one doing things like this, not me” (CNN).

Bae began as a tour guide in 2006 and has been 
showing people with enough guts the neutral econom-
ic zone between the North Korean border and China 
called Rason (Rajin-Sonbong). According to his sis-
ter, Bae would guide tourists to the amazing vistas and 
natural scenery that helped Bae start a touring business 
in a place like North Korea in the first place. 

Junior Sam Feinen stated that “Bae was there for 
humanitarian efforts and there was no reason for him 
to be imprisoned, his intentions were good but he was 
there at the wrong time…however it is still wrong for 
the government to take him, that was wrong.”

 However, senior Woong Hui 
Won had a different view, saying 
that “North Korea has rules for a 
reason, no matter how crazy it may 
seem, so if Bae was breaking the 
rules for his efforts then the govern-
ment acted in their rights to arrest 
him, I don’t agree that he should be 
sentenced to fifteen years but he did 
break the rules.” 

Bae was arrested November 
3rd of last year while leading one of 
his routine tours, was put on trial, 
found guilty, and ever since then has 
been imprisoned in a working camp, 
which has been publicized by North 
Korea. The regime has even put out 
a video of Bae issuing a public apol-

ogy and asking for his immediate release. The video 
shows Bae’s living quarters, which are fairly decent, 
complete with a fan and heater. However to Feinen, 
“this is all propaganda put out by North Korea to show 
that they are civil to their prisoners” 

Bae’s family has created an online petition that 
may or may not help Bae’s release, as no one knows 
what to expect from Kim Jong-Un. Recently, Presi-
dent Obama has been preoccupied with business in 
Syria, so members of Bae’s family wonder if their be-
loved family member will be released anytime soon. 
Bae’s oldest son has come out with a plea to President 
Obama asking if there is anything that can be done 
about his father’s unfortunate situation. Only time will 
tell if Bae will be used as a political pawn or released 
from his predicament. 

U.S. Drowning in Debt
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Fright Planet at Cal Expo is designed to scare any-
one who walks through the gates! Also called “America’s 
Haunted Theme Park”, it contains a variety of haunted 
houses and horror entertainment. Fright Planet promises 
horror fanatics or just curious citizens wanting to experi-
ence the darker side of Cal Expo a real treat. Starting in 
September and ending in November, there will be plenty 
of time to see exactly what the volunteer monsters, dolls, 
clowns, and other creepy characters have in store for all 
the participants. 

Junior Katie Yamanishi recounts her experience from 
going last year, “It was actually the scariest thing I’ve ever 
encountered! I thought I could totally handle it since I love 
scary movies, but Fright Planet is a whole different experi-
ence! It’s like you’re living the horror movie, always feel-
ing watched and followed, not to mention encountering all 
the really creepy people dressed up and popping out at you 
in the haunted houses!” 

This is exactly why Senior Brittany Schneider de-
cided to volunteer as a worker there. 

“It’s fun to scare people, and the spirit of Halloween 
is everywhere!” says Schneider. 

Volunteers, dressed in realistic and startling costumes 
that could give anyone chills down their spine, surprise 
people that walk by, .

Yamanishi explains exactly how her encounter with a 
worker scared her a little more than she liked:

“I would have to say the worst part was getting chased 
by this huge, eerie, murdering, slasher-looking clown and 
having to hide behind one of the vending machines. The 
clown eventually found me, and chased me around this 
Coke machine until I eventually rejoined with my group....
It’s quite funny now, but at the time it was extremely 
frightening!”

The actors portraying these creepy characters 
aren’t afraid to get right into people’s faces and not 
only make them feel uneasy, but completely terri-
fied! They are trained to never break their character, 
leaving everyone even more scared than they ever 
thought possible, and all for a good price too. 

Schneider said, “It’s really fun, especially for 
the affordable cost! For forty dollars you can go 
into any attraction at the park, so you are bound to 
find something that irks you.”

Need a little advice before you venture out into 
the eerie world of Fright Planet?

“Make sure you go with a lot of friends, the 
bigger the better (to hide behind of course).  And the 
safest places to be, if you need a little break from all 
the excitement, are the food carts. Just strike up a 
conversation with the employee working there and 
usually the actors will leave you alone! Good luck 
and have fun!” advises Yamanishi.

Schneider also suggests, “Go in with a posi-
tive attitude, if you follow the rules of not touch-
ing people or props, you’ll have a good time. Make 
sure you don’t spoil anything for your friends if 
you have already gone! It’s way more fun to be sur-
prised, and makes our jobs a little easier.”

Fright Planet Is Sure to Spook

After decades of liberal control, it’s sadly 
become all too clear that the once great 
state of California has truly lived up to 

its name as “The Land of Fruits and Nuts.” In a state 
with some of the most stringent government regu-
lations and with pages of inane legislation on the 
books, the people of the Golden State have slowly 
become conditioned to simply accept that their state 
legislature accomplishes about as much as the aver-
age Girl Scout troop…in a good year. However, in 
recent years a swarm of locusts has descended upon 
California in such numbers it makes the storm in 
Revelations look like a minor pest problem. Rather 
than a cloud of biblical insects though, I am refer-
ring to the myriad of labor unions that now effec-
tively run the state of California. 

The concept of unionization isn’t exactly a nov-
el idea. Ever since the industrial revolutions of the 
19th century, workers have forged together to ensure 
that their labor rights are not trampled upon. Despite 
their noble beginnings, the unions of today don’t 
serve any legitimate function, and are largely self-
serving organizations. You might compare the aver-
age union to a degenerate brother-in-law who has 
graciously decided to make his new home on your 
living room couch. While steadily draining money 
out of your wallet, he only serves as a huge nuisance 
you could easily do without. This unpleasant little 
scenario is EXACTLY what is currently happening 
to one particular corporation by the name of Ger-
awan Farming Inc.

For years the Gerawan family has slowly built 
up their farm, increasing production of peaches and 
grapes to meet expanding business needs. Naturally, 
as their production increased, as did their number 
of employees. With a current workforce of ap-
proximately 5,000 laborers, Gerawan Farming is 
reportedly among the best agricultural employers 
in the state, with above average salaries and overall 
worker satisfaction. With such excellent conditions, 
it was no small wonder that the earnest Gerawan 
employees wished to remain union-free. Neverthe-
less, the United Farm Workers (UFW) managed to 
jostle its way into the business of Gerawan Farm-
ing, becoming their largely unwelcome “official 
union.” Thankfully, the resilient Gerawan owners 
put up such resistance to the reprehensible union 
thugs that they eventually gave up trying to draft a 
contract, although the UFW remained on the books 
as the company’s official union. The mighty farm 
union felt that with soaring membership and a deep 
pot of illicitly obtained funds, they didn’t need to 
shakedown a relatively small farm. Twenty years 
later, the UFW’s membership has dropped by nearly 
90% and their financial situation is bleak. So natu-
rally, they have returned to Gerawan Farming with 
a vengeance, determined to outline a contract that 
will reel in funding from the signed labor force. 
Knowing that they cannot force a contract with the 
stubborn company as they tried before, the greedy 
union has turned to another source for assistance: 
the California state government. 

Just recently, Senate Pro Tem Darrell Steinberg 
(a former union lawyer no less) has introduced SB 
25 to the state senate, a bill which would bypass the 
employer/union bargaining process altogether and 
go straight to state-controlled mediation. And thanks 
to liberal sympathies and generous campaign contri-
butions, California’s “honorable” statesmen tend to 
side with the “victimized” labor unions, as they’re 
doing in this instance. Now what does all this legis-
lative hoopla mean for poor Gerawan Farming? Ac-
cording to CEO Dan Gerawan, his 5,000 employees 
will be forcibly unionized and required to submit 
3% of their wages as union dues. Furthermore, when 
the corporation tried to take legal action against the 
crooked union, the courts found Gerawan at fault, 
preventing them from trying to petition support for 
the removal of the UFW. This legal outcome is what 
many farmers fear about SB 25: that their system of 
due process when bargaining with unions will sud-
denly evaporate, leaving them at their mercy.

The sad tale of Gerawan Farming is all too 
common throughout California when it comes to 
specialty unions and their tireless drive to increase 
their dwindling funds. Running short of the im-
mense funds they’ve enjoyed in past years, unions 
are desperate for money in order to further their own 
venal agenda, even at the expense of the working 
man. And at the end of the day, isn’t that what a 
union is supposed to prevent?        

American Citizen Deteriorating in North Korean Labor Camp

anybody.”
There is currently enough evidence against the 

teens to proceed with the charges and ignore the crack 
cocaine letter. According to court documents, police 
found fingerprints of both male suspects on the doors 
of Belton’s car. Additionally, the suspects have crimi-
nal records on file. To make things even more suspi-
cious, Kenan went into hiding after the incident.

In regards to the evidence, Barsch said, “If the 
teens were willing to commit robbery in the past, they 
might be just as willing to rob again in the future. It 
seems to me like they do not care about how they are 
affecting anybody, so long as they steal the money 
they need. Kids like Demetrius and Kenan are normal-
ly raised up in a community that does not do well in 
teaching values and morals which guard against such 
acts of violence.” 

Delbert Belton survived being shot in the leg in 
the battle of Okinawa (CBS News). He survived World 
War II but was brutally murdered inside the safety of 
the United States. Investigators of the crime scene be-
lieve that Belton died because he tried to defend him-
self. Bonfield believes that Belton could not have done 
anything else in his circumstances. 

Junior Zoe Bonfield said, “Belton acted on in-
stinct. Anybody else in his position would have done 
the same. Perhaps the reason the teens beat him so 
badly was so that he could not tell anybody who it was 
that robbed him.”

There has been progress in the trials of Demetri-
us and Kenan, as both have pleaded guilty. On other 
news, a funeral service was held for Delbert Belton 
on August 29th. Hundreds of mourners showed up as 
Belton was buried with full military honors. More than 
500 motorcycle riders showed up for the service as 
well, leaving Belton’s family overwhelmed and awed. 

“WWII Veteran” con-
tinuation from Page 1
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        The United States has 
currently accumulated a debt of 
16.7 trillion dollars, a whopping 
6 trillion dollar increase since 
the 2008 election. The two 
political parties in Congress are 
in a gridlock skirmish on decid-
ing the factors of government 
spending. The main topic is the 
United States debt ceiling, a 
limit on government spending. 

As of now, the United States 
government has shut down. The 
reason why is  because of the de-
bate of money. In the House of 
Representatives, a bill has been 
created, mainly a bill regarding 
continuing resolution - a way to 
fund the government temporar-
ily without passing a budget - 
that cuts out Obamacare (a social medicare program) 
and leaves many other social programs in the budget. 
The Senate, controlled by Democrats, did not approve 
of this continuous resolution, thus forcing a govern-
ment shutdown on October 1st. This all ties back to 
money to fund the US government, then all the way 

back to the debt ceiling. 
Lawmakers from both political parties know that 

if they do not increase government spending, Social 

Security checks, military expenses, and economic aid 
will become severely impacted in a negative way. The 
Republican Party has a strong grasp on spending cuts, 
so that more cash flow is poured into economic and 
military programs. Democrats feel that spending cuts 

would hurt the economy, and the citizens surviving off 
of welfare checks and disability. These are just two 
reasons to a long, drawn out debate on capital spend-

ing. The “Fiscal Cliff,” which relates to spending 
over the debt limit and a sharp decline in econom-
ic policies.

“The debt ceiling is basically increasing the 
percentage of debt and making [spending] seem 
alright, when every year we are in a deeper hole 
than the previous year,” says Junior Max Pond. 
“Expenses are mandatory in this country. It is 
easy to say that Congress should stop spending 
so much money, when in reality this country is 
always in need of improvement. Congress needs 
to construct a plan of expense management in 
attempt to correct the problem that the United 
States is not bringing in significant cash flow.”

Junior Karsten McDonell says, “In the 
words of Mr.Thompson, it will all come back, 
and guess who’s problem it is now.”

What the government is doing, is borrowing 
money, money extremely difficult to pay back, 
money that it does not have. The money is com-

ing from the future. Future voters, and voters after 
them will be giving money to the government to pay 
off the large sum of money owned. From Social Secu-
rity, taxes on small and large businesses, and taxpayers 
money, is what the US government is spending, and 
that is what the hot debate is on in Congress.

Fright Planet readies to strike fear in Cal Expo.
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A comparison of Kenneth Bae before and after.
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The government is temporarily closed, awaiting resolution on Obamacare.

Matthew Bollinger


