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Edward Snowden: Dastardly Traitor or Heroic Whistleblower?

Transgender Law a Welcome Liberation or Deplorable Abomination?

In May 2013, Edward Snowden, 
an American computer analyst, 
leaked information concerning 
surveillance programs conducted 
by the National Security Agency. 
These surveillance programs allow 
the United States government 
to collect the phone records of 
millions of citizens, disclosing 
specific details about each phone 
call. In addition, a data-mining 
program called PRISM collects 
information such as emails, photos, 
and stored data from the servers 
of companies including Yahoo, 
Google, Facebook, and Apple. 
This wealth of data is gathered 
indiscriminately from millions of 
American citizens with disregard 
to the fundamental principle of 
liberty that this great nation was 
founded upon. The revelation of 
the mass surveillance conducted by 
the government without expressed 

consent of the people has left many 
uneasy.  

El Camino Fundamental High 
School Senior Everett Mistchenko 
said, “They [the government] should 
only be able to monitor me if I 
personally say they can.” 

The Fourth Amendment clearly 
states that “probable cause” is 
required for the searching of 
personal communications. Just as 
the police cannot wiretap your phone 
without a wiretap order granted by 
a judge after probable cause is 
established, the government should 
not be allowed to monitor one’s 
online communications without 
sufficient probable cause. The 
dragnet surveillance that is being 
conducted by the NSA is highly 
unconstitutional and definitely 
grounds for concern to any law-
abiding citizen. The Constitution 
is the foundation of the United 
States and is the document that 
our President swears to “preserve, 
protect and defend.” The idea that 

this sacrosanct document is apparently 
disregarded by a government supposed 
to be, “by the people, for the people,” 
is cause for concern about a likely 
overstepping of government into the 
personal lives of its citizens. 

Despite this, there are still some 
who see the PRISM program as a 
viable protector of national security.

“I don’t mind, it’s for our safety 
and you’re not at huge risk of [it] 
being exposed,” Senior Ernesto 
Rodriguez said about the monitoring 
of emails and other forms of personal 
communication. 

Defenders of these programs, 
inc lud ing  the  Uni t ed  S ta t e s 
government claim that they help 
prevent terrorism. Immediately after 
9/11, the Patriot Act of 2001 was 
passed by then-president George W. 
Bush. This bill greatly increased the 
amount of information that could be 
collected by government agencies. A 
central question concerning Edward 
Snowden, the NSA, and programs 
such as PRISM, is if they keep the 

United States safe, and if so, at what 
cost to personal liberties. At some point, 
the American public must decide where 
to draw the line. In a police state where 
everything is carefully watched over by 
an overbearing “Big Brother”-esque 
central authority, safety and security 
can be had. Is such a society ideal? 
Certainly not.            

“I pledge allegiance to the flag of 
the United States of America and to 
the republic for which it stands, one 
nation, under God, indivisible, with 
liberty and justice for all.” The citizens 
and residents of America are privileged 
to live under the stars and stripes. In 
this day and age, however, it is rarer 
and rarer to see those willing to pledge 
allegiance to America or to fight and die 
for liberty and justice. 

The problem is that many take their 
rights as simply that: rights. Yes, one is 
entitled to freedom of speech, freedom 
of religion, right to bear arms, etcetera. 
But those rights are only guaranteed in 
America, and they don’t come without 
a price. Countless numbers have given 
their lives, past and present, to protect 
what America stands for. Is the public 
really that willing to take and take 
their rights without any repayment to 
America or thanks to those who have 
died protecting what America stands 

for? 
“I might fight for America 

but I probably wouldn’t die for it, 
depending on who we are fighting,” 
said Sophomore Mohammad Raza, a 
U.S. resident. “It’s against my religion 
to kill my own brothers, so I wouldn’t 
be able to fight for America in that 
way. I would be willing to defend the 
country if need be though, because this 
is my home.” 

In terms of why patriotism may 
be dying out amongst U.S. citizens, 
Raza ventures that “they might not 
agree with America’s decisions. For 
example, with war, everyone at first 
was all for it, but as the years went 
on, it became pointless. America 
didn’t listen, though. If America were 
more citizen-friendly, there’d be more 
patriotism.” 

“People aren’t patriotic because 
they don’t understand how lucky we 
are and how bad it is elsewhere,” said 
Senior Kelsie Llamas. “They think 

others will take care of our freedoms 
but it’s our boys that are fighting for us. 
If people understood the emotional side 
of fighting for our rights, they’d relate 
more.” 

The population takes for granted 
their freedoms and so don’t care enough 
to look into government or political 
happenings or even small national 
occurrences. They can’t take enough 
time out of their day to spend even a 
second appreciating their country. 

After 9/11, there was an upsurge of 
national pride, as the entirety of America 
united their front against terrorist attacks. 
The direct attacks to the Twin Towers 
shocked people into realizing that a state 
of democracy and freedoms is not always 
a stable and secure place. But now, 
12 years later, that national pride has 
declined yet again. Is a national crisis or 
threat to their existence really necessary 
in order for Americans to recognize how 
lucky they truly are to live here? 

“While there may not be as many 

liberties as we want, we are one of the 
more liberal countries out there and a lot 
of people who don’t have the opportunity 
to live here want to,” said Junior Sarah 
Spivack. “I’m proud to be an American; 
America is a pretty great place to live.”

Being a football player’s 
girlfriend is sometimes or 
almost always extremely 

tiring and difficult. The only reward 
we get at the end of the week is 
wearing your jersey on game days. 
I know that sounds bad but what is 
the pleasure of three hour practices, 
team diners, team breakfasts, and 
all other sorts of activities that you 
are not invited to. There should be a 
rule that says if you have a girlfriend 
during football season then she 
can come along to all the events, 
just like a VIP pass.VIP girlfriend 
passes; which includes sitting on the 
bench during the football games, 
and passes to every event that your 
boyfriend can go to would be more 
then fantastic. 

When you’re a football player’s 
girlfriend you end up meeting other 
girlfriends who are also waiting 
outside of the locker room in the 
freezing cold. While waiting, you 
end up meeting these girlfriendsthat 
are going through the same things 
that you are going through. Only 
girlfriends who have been dating 
their football player for a long time 
wait outside the locker room. We do 
this is just to get a hug, a kiss, and 
some time together before we have 
to go our separate ways again at the 
end of the night.

Football players reading this 
are probably wondering why I said 
being a football player’s girlfriend 
is tiring. Let’s run through a typical 
practice first. For football players 
it consists of sleeping, eating, and 
doing homework. But what did she 
do while you were at practice? She 
rushed to complete her homework, 
shower, and do her make-up at 
home so that she could talk to you 
for fifteen minutes before going to 
bed. Before the games what do we 
do? We get ready, make food for 
you, and then go to the game. After 
the game we get to spend a couple 
of minutes with you and then it 
starts all over again, but wait. This 
does not just happen to football 
girlfriends this also happens to 
girlfriends in general. We all rush 
to do things just for that little extra 
time with them at the end of the 
night. 

We hope that guys recognize 
the hard work we do in getting 
everything done to talk to them at 
the end of the day, but the truth of 
the matter is that they do not always 
recognize this. They usually assume 
we have time. Girls obviously have 
a life too you know! Guys do things 
too but how many guys fit video 
games in to their daily lives? Now 
let’s be honest when they say it will 
only take ten minutes they actually 
mean two hours. Girls do their 
makeup which takes up time just 
like video games but we plan out the 
process to allow for other activities 
like getting to school early to talk 
to friends, doing homework, getting 
a job, and doing other chores and 
such. Well at least football season is 
almost over and for everyone else 
just remember to smile even on the 
toughest of days.

There has been much controversy in 
today’s society and social media, as well 
as our school, about the recently passed 
Transgender laws. How does this impact 
our society? This gives children and teens 
who identify with the opposite gender 
the freedom and every right to use the 
restrooms of the gender they go by.

Our society is constantly changing 
and very tumultuous today and many 
different opinions have been voiced, 
mainly negative. However, the topic these 
naysayers are refusing to acknowledge 
is the principle of equal rights and 
opportunity. People would have more 
personal freedom, being able to use the 
bathroom with the gender they identify 
with. It would create a more accepting 
environment, having fellow students 
understand their personal life choices and 
respecting such actions.

Unfortunately, there will be those 
who wish to cheat the system. There has 
been the thought of immoral students 
abusing this law, so Men could go into 
the Women’s bathrooms and vice versa, 
but since you have to register with the 
school that you identify with the opposite 
gender, and you would have to look the 
part. However, imagine a teenage, nearly 
adult man who has never had to deal with 
the awkwardness of having to explain 
their personal choice and self-acceptance 
as the other gender suddenly deciding so 
for personal gain and perverted reasons. 
It is not an easy nor acceptable case for 
such students. In addition, having to tell 
their parents the need to change genders 

and having them agree to it for such a 
selfish reason as to is not an easy feat to 
accomplish. This aspect of the law would 
set these students off and think twice 
before they accepted this as their lifestyle 
just so they could peek at the opposite 
gender.

Now, why do some students view 
this as a bad thing, since it gives an 
oppressed group the rights it should have 
had from the start? Is it because of their 
own withstanding beliefs and traditions 
that narrows their mind to such a point 
where they cannot wrap their heads around 
the notion of changing tradition? Does it 
perhaps include their own discomfort of 
what they perceive as strange and not “in 
the norm” to associate and allow such 
people their own pursuit of happiness? 
Or maybe it is seen as “unnecessary” 
and “a waste of taxpayer money” when, 
if it were not needed and a waste, would 
have not been enacted into a law in the 
first place? I do not have such answers to 
these questions, since they appear to be 
mainly centered around personal opinion 
and religious beliefs than the empathy for 
others and factual, logical statements.

For a few students in particular, who 
wish to remain anonymous, this law is 
“a stepping stone for social acceptance 
of the new and unconventional.” This 
law can also bring to light the other 
oppressed and suppressed groups, such as 
Women’s rights and the LGBTQA groups. 
I believe that this law, given enough 
acceptance and support, can change the 
biased longstanding traditions and held 
beliefs that only holds our community and 
country back.
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 California is certainly no stranger 
to gratuitous, overreaching legislation. 
Freely issuing identification to illegal 
immigrants and handing out medical 
marijuana cards like supermarket 
coupons, one must wonder exactly 
what planet the California Legislature 
resides on. Unfortunately, this ruminative 
bunch has no intention of stopping with 
immigration or pot. Their misguided 
drive is manifested all too clearly by 
the passing of a state-wide transgender 
school law, which now allows students 
of any gender to utilize the bathroom, 
locker room, and join the sports team of 
their choice. 

Ironically labeled as the “School 
Success and Opportunity Act,” this 
novel law was passed by the state senate 
by a vote of 21-9, it’s basis being that 
transgender or otherwise LGBT students 
are discriminated against when forced 
to use facilities in accordance with their 
“physical” gender. Now, ANY student 
of ANY gender can use ANY facility at 
public schools, effectively rendering them 
gender neutral. This whole issue started a 
short time ago when several transgender 
students at various public high schools 
claimed that they felt uncomfortable 
using the same bathrooms locker rooms, 
etc. as people they did not identify with. 
To appease these few, a third special 
restroom was going to be constructed 
for these students to use. When the 
legislature figured out that a third school 

restroom just didn’t mesh with their swirling 
budget, they passed the aforementioned 
law allowing transgender students equal 
access. The only problem is, how do you 
really know if somebody’s a legitimate 
transgender?

Not wanting to “offend,” anyone, 
the feebleminded legislature has made it 
appallingly easy to “register” as a transgender 
student. The fact that adolescents are barred 
from sex reassignment surgery means that 
any crafty student can pass him or herself 
off as a transgender unchallenged by school 
officials. The process of registering as this 
sort of student basically consists of going 
to the administration and stating that you 
feel like the opposite gender, thus being 
granted access to opposite gender facilities. 
For example, say a male junior at El Camino 
decided one day to take advantage of 
the law and “become a transgender.” He 
simply goes to the office, exchanges a few 
words with the administration, then gains 
unchallenged access to female facilities. 

Consequently, schools are beginning to 
feel the backlash of this law, especially from 
parents. Various news stories from across 
the state report cases of infuriated parents 
removing their children from public school 
and enrolling them in private institutions 
free of this asinine new law. Such drops in 
student population will only serve to harm 
the school system in the long run, students 
that would otherwise be attending public 
school if there parents felt the environment 
was secure and proper. In short, the only 
viable solution to this absurdity is to repeal 
the School Success and Opportunity Act, 
and return the sanctity of separate lavatories 
to public education. 

Matthew Bollinger
Opinion Editor

Old Glory at it’s finest.
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