
EDITORIAL
Public School Declares War on the Man Upstairs 

 

Student Safety Plumets in the Community

Class of ‘17 Enjoys Bonus PECongressmen Rally for 
Presidential Impeachment

The last thing anyone wants is to 
have their life cut tragically short due 
to an accident before accomplishing 
what they want to do. Modern ad-
vances are keeping sickness more at 
bay than in history, but unfortunately, 
this fear is still prevalent as places 
previously deemed “safe” are turning 
out to be anything but. 

Locales such as schools, parks 
and movie theaters, where dropping 
kids off used to give parents solace, 
have simply become hubs for violence 
and unrest. Shootings, gun threats, 
and stabbings have made discomfort 
a common feeling for parents of teens 
venturing to these “secure” public 
places. 

School is supposed to be a safe 
haven where parents can trust that 
their child is out of trouble and free 

from danger for six or so hours. Alas, 
even school isn’t secure anymore. El 
Camino’s gun scare last year and other 
school shootings, like the Sandy Hook 
Elementary incident, hardly instill a 
sense of comfort in the parents or the 
students. Given the El Camino threat 
never made it past a threat and was 
handled well by administration and 
authorities, the idea that it could have 
happened is enough to strip school of 
its guarantee of protection. 

Parks can’t be considered safe 
anymore either. The swings and long 
expanses of bark are now tainted and 
call to mind accidents such as the stab-
bing of a 13 year-old Rosemont teen 
in March of last year among others. 
While current teenagers used to be 
able to go to parks alone starting in 
middle school, parents won’t even let 

their freshman or sophomore teens go 
alone. 

In terms of movie theater safety, 
it is impossible to forget the Aurora 
movie theater shooting for the Batman 
preview in the summer of last year. 
The rite of passage of teens going to 
see a movie alone or with their friends 
has parents more skeptical than before 
because of this incident.   Although 
midnight has never been the safest 
time of day, it is hardly just the time 
that has parents wary of the supposed 
security of movie theaters. The shoot-
ing, or any other kind of violent inci-
dents, could happen at any time, and 
the Aurora occurrence only proved 
that it could be done. 

All things considered, the lack 
of safety felt at many public facili-
ties can’t solely be attributed to an 

increase in crime and troubled 
souls. A shortage of street smart 
teenagers plays a big role in these 
occurrences, too. Youth forgetting 
their phones, not knowing their 
emergency numbers, or not being 
prepared for the worst are common 
examples of street education. They 
believe that nothing bad can happen 
to them and so are surprised and 
caught off guard when placed in a 
less than desirable situation, and 
foolish decisions on the part of the 
teen or parent can result in a tragic 
outcome. 

Whether this lack of street 
smarts is due to a highly sheltered 
childhood or just an over-emphasis 
on book smarts, it is dangerous to 
the teens and will hurt them in the 
end. 

While sophomores, juniors, and 
seniors this year savor not having to 
take a Physical Education class all four 
years of high school, the class of 2017 
is faced with not two, but four arduous 
years of P.E. classes in order to gradu-
ate. Although designed to help more 
students stay in shape and promote 
healthy lives, has this decision elicited 
more groans than cheers? 

This seems to be the case with 
freshman Kaitlyn O’Donnell, who 
believes having so many years of P.E. 
in a row is not a good idea. She agrees 
that this proposal will indeed keep 
students healthier, but “some people 
wouldn’t be able to graduate on time if 
they continued to slack off all 4 years 
since there are already a lot of Juniors 
and Seniors in Freshmen and Sopho-
more P.E.” 

On the other hand, some athletical-
ly inclined students like senior Brady 
Carlson do not see it as unnecessary 
torture. He thinks that it is overall “a 
great idea to get kids active instead of 
sitting in a class being bored.” 

In addition, Carlson believes 
district-wide implementation of the 
requirement “would also help cut down 
the obesity in America,” an argument 
that is profusely used to support more 
physical education.  

Although these arguments are 
valid, they are simply too optimistic 

and do not take into the account the 
mindset of the average teenager. If a 
fraction of freshmen and sophomores 
are failing P.E. classes just because 
they refuse to dress down into their 
P.E. clothes, imagine how hopeless it 
would be to try to convince Juniors and 
Seniors who believe themselves to be 
superior upperclassmen to once again 
don the black and white garb. 

Besides, making physical educa-
tion a graduation requirement does not 
mean students will continue to see the 
value of being physically active after 
they graduate from high school. Virtu-
ally no universities have a physical 
education requirement, meaning that 
unless one is motivated to be physi-
cally fit, the district’s new graduation 
requirement is gratuitous to say the 
least. 

 

President Obama has often been 
reminded of his administration’s short-
comings. Though figures have shown 
him to have risen from obscurity faster 
than any other president in history, 
President Obama may fall from office 
unlike any of his predecessors if he 
doesn’t clean up his act. 

Impeachment describes the pro-
cess by which someone is fired from 
a political office such as the presi-
dency or a governorship. Twelve of 
fourty-four US Presidents have been 
investigated. Of them, only Presidents 
Johnson and Clinton have been tried 
for impeachment in the Congress, but 
they were later acquitted. President 
Nixon was nearly impeached but he 
resigned from office before a vote 
could go through Congress to impeach 
him. 

Obama has been accused of 
perpetrating many unconstitutional 
acts. One person in particular, U.S. 
Rep. Kerry Bentivolio plans to strike 
up impeachment proceedings against 
the President. Bentivolio is investigat-
ing Obama’s conduct as president in 
order to make Bentivolio’s dream of 
impeachment a reality. 

In August, several senate re-
publicans met to draw out plans for 

impeachment. But not everyone is a 
part of this outlook upon Obama else 
he would not have been elected. The 
democratic party has disregarded these 
allegations, feeling that the President has 
done nothing wrong and that there is no 
legitimate charge to bring up impeach-
ment allegations. 

Sophmore Sarah Updyke, said “He 
(Barack Obama) hasn’t done anything” 
and “(doesn’t) see the need for him to be 
impeached.” The majority of the Senate 
would agree with that statement. Even 
many republicans do not support an 
impeachment. 

However, supporters of the im-
peachment are confident. Senior Anton 
Gibbons said “Republicans have tried 
since the beginning of Obama’s time 
in office and are unlikely to ever get 
him impeached.” While a solid, grass-
roots kind of movement, the odds just 
aren’t stacked in favor of a presidential 
impeachment. 

The freedom of religion is an essential 
right to the American people. But does 
the practice of religion belong in the 
school environment? 
The student body at El Camino, as well 
as the faculty has much religious diver-
sity. One will find a strong Christian rep-
resentation here, but also many different 
deities such as Jewish, Islam, Hindu, 
and even non-religious. El Camino itself 
is no stranger to religious identity, with 
the 60s hall infamously and unoffi-
cially deemed “The Mormon Hallway.” 
Sometimes, that sort of holy identity 
doesn’t stay outside the classroom, as 
a teacher or another adult figure might 
have discussed to their students about a 
certain belief not related to what they’re 
studying. If everyone is entitled to the 
freedom of religion, then why only a 
few beliefs should be more “practiced” 
in school than others? Or should El 
Camino remain completely secular, and 
how far will it go?
Sophomore Alex Bayless, an athesit, 
said “I don’t think any religion, unless 
required to understand a subject, should 
be represented at all in the public school 
system. By that, I mean the school 
shouldn’t promote any,” he said. “Stu-
dents should have the right to express 
their views, but the school shouldn’t 

force a specific religion, or any, as that’s 
unconstitutional.”
This is a concept regarded as “the sepa-
ration of church and education.” Like 
the separation of church and state in our 
government, it takes the influence of a 
faith out of what a student’s learning. 
However, that can’t always be abided. 
For example, a yoga club was formed 
this year. In the past, there have been 
reports as well as some controversy in 
American schools that the practice of 
yoga in schools violates the separation 
of church and state. Yoga is integrated 
not only as a club at El Camino, but in 
sports practices and physical education 
as an intense form of stretching and 
improvement of the body, commonly 
without any thought of a spiritual mo-
tive. One would think it should stay that 
way, as part of being a secular school, 
or have everyone else practice their 
religions publicly.
Junior Claire Scranton, a Jehovah’s 
Witness, doesn’t believe in imposing a 
specific belief on anyone, as her religion 
bases all of their beliefs on strictly what 
the Bible teaches, and it is only their job 
to teach what they believe without forc-
ing it upon another. “I have noticed that 
only certain religions are represented in 
education. It doesn’t offend me person-
ally, yet I understand how it can offend 
people,” she said. “I get school explain-

ing that America was founded because 
the Puritans split from the Church of 
England. That’s a fact. It becomes a 
problem when discussions become based 
upon religion and students who do not 
share the same faith feel outlasted or 
even offended. That’s wrong.”
However, junior Shivani Pillay, who 
believes in Hinduism, the belief that 
God is within one’s self, feels the need 
to defy how the portrayal of religion is 
displayed at El Camino. “It’s good for 
people to learn about different religions, 
but if there’s no one to represent that 
religion, then it will be harder for people 
to understand where others come from,” 
said Pillay. “If El Camino offered a class 

that taught different religions around the 
world, or even included more diversity of 
authors in our English classes that come 
from other religions, then there would be 
more friendliness and awareness towards 
religions, including mine.”
Our school teaches us to stand up for 
what we believe in, and that any religious 
teachings should coincide with the mate-
rial, whether it’s about the Founding Fa-
thers of America or the Biblical allusions 
in Martin Luther King Jr.’s “I Have a 
Dream” speech. Simply, it’s the teacher’s 
job to stick to that and if they say they’ll 
include various religions or not, they 
should practice what they preach.
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The many faces of religion at El Camino.
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One of the President’s many faces.
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Typical freshman pumping some iron.
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The Eagle Eye is published 
approximately every month by the 
students in the journalism class at El 
Camino Fundamental High School.  
    The goals of The Eagle Eye are to 
serve as a model of expression for 
student viewpoints and to educate, 
accurately inform, and to entertain 
readers. Content is determined by 
the staff and does not necessarily 
reflect the opinions or policies of El 
Camino Fundamental High School’s 
faculty, administration, advisor or 
student body.

Students are protected in their 
exercises of press freedom by the 
First Ammendment to the Con-
stitution of the United States and 
California Education Code 48907.  
 Unsigned editorials reflect the 
majority opinion of the editorial 
board. Signed editorials and col-
umns reflect the views of the writer. 
 Letters to the editor and guest 
comments are encouraged and must 
be signed, although anonymity can 
be granted on a case by case basis. 
 The editorial board reviews the 
letters to the editor, advertising and 
guest commentaries and reserves 
the right to edit and refuse material. 
Reasons can include length, clarity, 
libel, obscenity, and material disrup-
tion of the educational process at El 
Camino Fundamental High School 
or violation of copyright laws.  
 Advertisements and letters to 
the editor shall not be construed as 
an endorsement by the staff.    
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