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school students. The ambition and drive of the EC actors will attract 
other El Camino students to the audience, as well. 
 “I like watching plays, but musicals can be a bit boring for me,” 
said Junior Eduardo Guerrero. “However, I’m always willing to 
attend knowing that there are people from El Camino that took part 
in the musical!” Hairspray opens tonight at American River College, 
and tickets are $15 for adults and $12 for students. Support past and 
present Eagles as they take flight and debut in the musical world.

  

Ever been asked the trademark essay 
question: “If you could eat dinner with 
anyone, who would it be and why?”  For 

some this question may tantalize for hours on end 
before being able to come to a decision. Some 
may choose to spend the evening with someone 
they’ve never met and never will. 

I, however, would choose to spend the 
evening with Mark Schneirenger, the one person 
I would never regret knowing. I have not seen 
Mark in some odd months, and although it seems 
to be a great deal longer, I would do anything to 
see him once again. Mark was always the kind of 
man people could depend on when they needed 
help, no matter the illness or fatigue that he, 
himself faced. 

He was the kind of man people looked up 
to as inspiration for being strong and having an 
attitude of perseverance towards any obstacle, 
no matter the danger. This too, is why I admired 
him so. In the many months before what would 
be the last time we spoke, I grew more and more 
aware of the illness that suppressed his health yet 
did not damage the vigor of his positive outlook. 
Cancer. Yes, the big C. In fact, it was the big C 
that began with the word “terminal” and ended 
in the word “cancer”, with the ever descriptive 
“pancreatic” thrown somewhere into the destitute 
of the three word life-sentence. First being diag-
nosed on my birthday in 2009, I can only regard 
now, the strength it took him to celebrate a day 
about someone growing older and living another 
year, when he would not share many more of the 
same experiences of blowing out luminescent 
wax candles as loved ones grinned ear to ear in 
suspicion as to what he would spend his birthday 
wish on. 

Had I known, at the time, you can almost 
guarantee my birthday wish would have been di-
rected at Mark’s saving grace. However, my fam-
ily decided so, that it was more beneficial that I 
not know until I began to figure it out by myself. 
It was not difficult. August 17, 2011, Mark had 
a portion of his jaw removed, only causing him 
feel worse about the life he was now condemned 
to living. 

Before, he could meander about the mall 
and no one would know the internal extremities 
that plagued his body. He grew self conscious as 
people would stare in complete ignorance as to 
the emotions of another human being. One thing 
I never did get to share with Mark was the seem-
ingly cliché advice that in this case, fits perfectly. 
You’re amazing no matter what you look like 
because it’s who you are on the inside. He was 
one of the most beautiful people I ever knew, 
inside and out, and in retrospect; I wish I had had 
the opportunity to direct these onlookers’ atten-
tions to their own ugly prejudices as opposed to 
Mark’s post surgery crooked smile. 

That crooked smile was one that would 
haunt me. With a small portion missing, his lips 
would curl into a half-moon shape cut off at the 
end of the crescent. Even with this goofy smile, 
there was so much warmth and love behind every 
time it crossed his face. The kind of smile that 
would instantaneously make you feel better if 
you had just received bad news or were sick. It 
did not matter the internal dilemmas that faced 
Mark as he endeavored down a path of unknow-
ing and intimidation; he would always have that 
smile on to make people feel as though every-
thing would be alright, when all aside, everyone 
knew it was not. It seemed as though he and I 
were the only ones that contained this desire to 
find anything at all that would give Mark just a 
little bit more time. 

And we did find that one thing. It was called 
hope. I hoped and he hoped and although we 
knew that trifles of wishes alone could not pre-
serve the human body, it could preserve the soul. 
So those last weeks that I spent with Mark were 
designed with careful precaution to enjoy every 
millisecond. When it came time to say goodbye, 
my hand in his, I was left with not even one inch 
of a doubt that the last days he spent on this earth 
were those that gave me a piece of his heart and 
he a piece of mine. 

I love and miss you Uncle Mark. I’ll see you 
up there one day but for now relax and rest in 
peace, because you know when I see you again, 
double trouble will be back in full force.  All my 
love, Scooter. 

Antonia  Rose

Every rose has 
its thorn

Trevor Morris-Seekins
Staff  Writer

 
 Hairspray  is a Broadway musical 
about change and acceptance: an over-
weight teenager lands a part on a popular 
TV show and works to integrate it as she 
learns more and more about the racism 
prevalent in 1960s Baltimore. American 
River College brings the struggle of lyri-
cal racism close to EC as they put on their 
own production of the musical opening to-
night. Better yet, two El Camino students 
and several alumni are taking part in it. 
 Senior Anna Russell plays Tracy 
Turnblad, the ambitious and charismatic 
lead desperate for change. Junior Mark 
Farrell plays Fender, one of the kids on 
the popular Corny Collins show. Fenecia 
Burks (’10), Danielle Pallota (‘11), Kelly 
Faeth (’13), and Summer DeRobertis (’13) 
also play a sprinkling of ensemble parts, 
turning Hairspray into an eagle nest. In 
terms of experience, Farrell was Charlie 
Brown in last year’s El Camino Tabletop 
Theater You’re a Good Man, Charlie 
Brown. Russell has been seen as Olive 
Ostrovsky in the El Camino production of 
The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling 
Bee and Daisy Mae in El Camino’s Li’l 

Abner, as well as a handful of other plays and musi-
cals. The other alumni were all prominent members of 
the drama program when they attended the school. 
 “I really like being in musicals and I wanted to 
take it a step up from high school productions,” said 
Farrell. “I’m honored to have the role and extremely 
excited to work with the cast and director. My mindset 
is to work hard and make sure I make the show, as a 
whole, the best it can be.” 
 Russell agrees, saying, “I am beyond honored 
and ecstatic to play the part. It’s good to know that my 
hard work for so long is paying off; it’s like a reward 
for all the years that I’ve put into this. I honestly can-
not describe in words how I feel about it.” Auditions 
for Hairspray were in May, and the two found out 
their roles by the first week of June. Real rehearsal, 
though, didn’t start until August, about the same time 
school began. This brings about the question of how 
they manage their busy schedules. Russell and Farrell 
struggle to balance rehearsals for Hairspray, which can 
range from 5-6 days a week for 2-4 hours each, and 
their other high school commitments. 
 Farrell jokes that their “social life is mostly dead” 
and Russell attributes this to the substantial amount of 
time restrictions and appointments they have to make. 
Regardless of missing out on some high school experi-
ences, they both agree that they have no regrets and 
would do it all over again if they could. This is truly 
a “real-world” experience for the both of them, and 
it is certainly rare to see such ambition in young high 

You can’t stop the beat; Hairspray comes to ARC 

Oktoberfest;  hops, history, and happy times

El Camino students past and present take part in this fun play 
showing off the best EC has to offer! Russel plays a main role.
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Every year something huge happens near the 
end of September, possibly the greatest of all cele-
brations happens around this time. From the middle 
of September to the first three days of October the 
celebration known as Oktoberfest occurs. 

Unfortunately, the celebrations were quite a 
few days ago, so anyone wanting to take a break 
from school has missed their chance this year. 

Oktoberfest, also the largest fair in the world, 
celebrates the consumption and creation of some of 
the best beer, as labeled by Oktoberfest’s own beer 
judges. In order to get an idea of the magnitude 
of the world’s largest fair, imagine the California 
state fair, and then multiply the size by 8 times. 
That about how many people visit Oktoberfest 
each year. The festival is celebrated across the 
globe though it originated and is held primarily in 
Munich, Germany. 

This single fairground in Germany holds 
around six million occupants during the sixteen day 
celebration. Multitudes of people from across the 
globe travel there to have a good time and maybe 
get a taste of the renowned beers being brought to 
the fair.
Its not just those within drinking age though, that 

head there. 
 Oktoberfest also features family hours 
where those under the legal drinking age in 
Germany(fourteen with Parents, sixteen without) can 
come experience the festival. 
 This means that though high school students 
at El Camino and across the U.S. may not celebrate 
it in this country until a few years after they have 
graduated; students who are willing to take a day or 
two and a weekend for an unexcused family or per-
sonal vacation to Germany, can absolutely still enjoy 
the festival right in the middle of the first semester. 
But is there reason for having a festival like this? Not 
everyone realizes why the world should celebrate 
drinking alcohol.
 Senior Ernesto Rodriguez said “People 
should celebrate whatever they want”, and in the case 
of Oktoberfest and its theme of beer, “if they want to 
celebrate, go ahead”. Though it seems to be entic-
ing to many, Rodriguez says he wouldn’t want to go 
celebrate the festival, whether it be here in California 
or Munich, Germany.
 Oktoberfest does have a history and a reason 
for it’s many traditions, though many just see them 
as pointless. The origins of it come from a wed-
ding between Crown Prince Ludwig of Germany 

and a Princess Therese. The wedding had a horse 
race along with the festivities, and by demand it was 
repeated the next year which began the tradition of 
Oktoberfest. The other forms of entertainment have 
been added to the list of traditions as time went on. 
 This goes to show that Oktoberfest is not all 
about beer. It also includes many games and activities 
throughout the grounds such as food contests and as-
sorted tents full of different types of products relating 
to the festival.
 Senior Daniel Mecham said “I would want 
to go” and “be all over that, but not for the beer”. He 
represents the people who aren’t just there for the 
beer but are at the festival for the more social side of 
it. Mecham said “It would be great to just experience 
the huge, fun atmosphere.” 
 Like Mecham, anyone who wants to is look-
ing for a new experience of a happy nature should 
visit Oktoberfest, but in the case that someone is not 
fond of large crowds or flying all the way to Germa-
ny, there are smaller celebrations of Oktoberfest that 
went around the U.S. just like every year. 
 Even in Sacramento there is always some-
place celebrating the festival during the weeks long 
period. Though they may have to wait until the legal 
drinking age coming up in a few short years.

El Camino’s finest: Clubs and Organizations
(Join one today!)
Acceptance Club- Wednesday: after school (Room 21)
Asian American Alliance-Thursday: lunch (Room 21)
Bands That Saved Me- 1st Wednesday: lunch (Room 62)
Bboys/Bgirls-Monday thru Friday: after school (Room A-10)
Black Tie Society-Wednesday: 3;05 (Band Room)
Boys To Men-Tuesday: 3:30-5:00 (Room A-10)
Christian Club-Tuesdays: 12:25 (Room 39)
Club Tech-Wednesday: during lunch (Room 60)
Debate Club-Wednesday: during lunch (Room 53)
Donation for change-Friday:after school (Room 63)
Drama Club-TBA: (Room S-1)
Food Appreciation Club-1st and 3rd Friday: during lunch (Room 22)
French Club-Varies: (Room 57)
GSA (Gay-Straight Alliance)-Tuesdays: after school 4:00 (Room 24)
Hip Hop Anonymous-Monday thru Thursday: 3:10-4:45 (Room 46)
Key Club-Tuesday: 3:10 (Band Room)
KYDS-Monday: 2:58 (S-1)
Leap Club-Every other Tuesday: after school (Whitney Elementary School)
Photo Club-Tuesdays: 3:00-3:30 (Room S-6)
Ping Pong Club-TBA
Science Olympiad-Wednesday: 3:00 (Room 62)
Science Research Club-Tuesday: during lunch (Room 61)
Screaming Eagles-TBA/lunch: (Room 42)
Swing Club-Tuesdays/Fridays: lunch/after school (Room S-1/33)
Tutoring 101-TBA
Yoga Club-Friday: 3:30-4:15 (S-lawn)
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